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End: (1) CVG 102 Action Report 28 October 1952 through 22 November l?5^p, 

!• in accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of 28 
October 1952 through 22 November 1952 is hereby submitted. 

PART I 

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 



The U«S»S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U), with carrier Air Group 102 embarked, sortied 
from Tokosuka Harbor as a unit of Task Force 70, under SECRET orders, in com- 
pany with the U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), the U.S.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and screen- 
ing units at 132Ul on 28 October 1952. Commander Task Force 70 and Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the U.S.S. KEARSARGE 
(CVA-33). At 02001 31 October 1952 Task Force 70 was dissolved and the same 
units formed Task Element 77»01# 

At 20351 31 October 1952 Task Element 77»01 was dissolved and the units 
joined Task Force 77> Commander Task Force 77 and Commander Carrier Division 
ONE, RADM H. E. REGAN, USN embarked in the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31). 
Other ships in company were the U.S.S. MISSOURI (BB-63), with Commander 
SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J* J. CLARK, USN embarked; the U.S.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and 
screening destroyers* on 1 November 1952 Commander Carrier Division FIVE 
assumed duties as commander Task Force 77 aboard the U*S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33); 
the U«S.S* BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) with commander Carrier Division ONE 
embarked, departed from the Task Force, The ship departed area SUGAR for 
Tokosuka on 19 November 1952, arriving 22 November 1952. 

During the period in the forward are«a operations were conducted in ac- 
cordance with commander Task Force 77 Operation Order 2-52 ♦ The mission 




of the Force, in support of the United Nations conflict with North Korea, was 
„ close air support to front line ground forces, interdiction of eneiry movements 
and resupply over Northeast Korean supply lipes and storage areas, destruction 
of enemy troops, and air support of N^val gunfire* 



PART II 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDEJt OF EVENTS 

28 OCTOBER 1952 

Sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 132ia in company with the U.S.S. KEARSARGE 
(CVA-33), the U.S.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and accompanying destroyer screen. RADM 
R. F. HICKEY, USN CTF 70 and COMCARDIV 5 embarked aboard the U.S.S. KEARSARGE* 

29 OCTOBER 1952 

In company with Task Force 70 enroute to the Korean operating area* 
Conducted AA firing exercises. At 23301, the U.S.S. MISSOURI (Bfi-63) and 
accompanying destroyer screen joined Task Force 70. VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, 
C0M7THFLT embarked in the U.S.S. MISSOURI* 

30 OCTOBER 1952 

In company with Task Force 70 enroute to the Korean operating area* 
Conducted flight operations* Launched hk sorties consisting of ASP patrols, 
jet reconnaissance and photo reconnaissance flights. 

31 OCTOBER 1952 

In company with Task Force 70 enroute to the Korean operating area. At 
0200 Task Force 70 was dissolved and Task Element 77.01 was formed consisting 
of the same ships formerly in Task Force 70, At 20301 Task Element 70*01 
was dissolved and units joined Task Force 77 consisting of the U.S S» BON 
HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) with RADM R. E, REGAN, USN, CTF 77 and COMCARDIV 1 
embarked, the U.S.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and screening destroyers with COMDESDIV 
12 designated as the screen commander* 

1 NOVEMBER 19S2 

COMCARDIV 5, RADM R. F, HICKEY, USN assumed duties as CTF 77« CTF 77 
cancelled flight operatipns due to inclement weather and high seas # 

2 NOVEMBER 1902 

Conducted combat flight operations * 

3 NOVEMBER 1952 

Replenished ammunition from the U.S.S* CHARA; dry stores and provisions 
from the U.S.S» GRAFF IAS; and NSFO and aviation gaSfline from the U.S^S. 
CALIENTE* Conducted AA firing exercises. 



h NOVEMfeBR 1952 



Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises. ENS 
A. L. RIKER, USNR, VA 923, was shot down while on a strike in the Wonsan area. 
Although he was seen to parachute from his plane, rescue operations were hindered 
due to heavy AA fire and ENS RIKER is listed as missing in action* 

5 NOVEMBER 1952 



Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises* A 
flight deck crewman, John May GUILDHORN AA, USN, was fatally injured when he 
fell and was crushed beneath an aircraft being towed by a tractor, 

6 NOVEMBER 1952 



Conducted combat flight operations* 

7 NOVEMBER 1952 



Replenished ammunition from the U.S.S, CHARA and NSFO and aviation gasoline 
from the U.S.S, TALUGA. Conducted AA firing exercises, 

8 NOVEMBER 1952 



Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises, 

9 NOVEMBER 195? 



Conducted combat flight operations, pdor weather restricted afternoon 
flights, conducted AA firing exercises, 

10 NOVEMBER 1952 



Conducted combat flight operations, conducted AA firing exercises, 

11 NOVEMBER 1952 



Replenished ammunition from the U,S.S. PARICUTIN and NSFO and aviation 
gasoline from the U.S.S. CIMARRON. 

12 NOVEMBER 1952 



Flight operations were cancelled due to inclement weather and high seas, 

13 NOVEMBER 1952 



Flight operations were cancelled due to inclement weather and high seas, 

lU NOVEMBER 1952 
Flight operations were cancelled due to inclement weather. 





Afternoon flight operations were restricted and evening flights were can- 
celled cue to weather. LT G. A. GAUBETTE, USNR, VA 923 failed to return from 
a comba 4 , mission. His plane was seen to spin into a mountain side. Since 
no parachute was seen, he is presumed to be dead, LT D. I. KINNEY, USNR, VC 6l 
detachme.it GEORGE, successfully parachuted in the vicinity of K-18 and was 
recovered uninjured* 

16 NOVEMBER 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises, 

17 NOVEMBER 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations. Evening operations were cancelled 
due to poor weather* 

18 NOVEMBER 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations* At approximately 13U0I, CIC re- 
ported begins at 82 miles. Task Force 77 CAP consisted of 8 ORISKANY F9F-5's. 
One division of this CAP was vectored to remain between the bogies and the 
Force* At about 60 miles the bogies were identified as seven (7) MIG type 
aircraft. The MIG»s broke for attack and opened fire on the CAP. in the 
resulting melee, two MIG f s were shot down and two were badly damaged* One 
MIG pilot was observed bailing out. The second division of CAP was not 
engaged* One F9F-5 received a hit in the fuselage forward of the tail section. 
LT E. R. WILLIAMS, USNR and LTJG J. D. MIDULETON, USN, both of VF 781, were 
each credited with the destruction of one MIG. LTJG D. M. ROWLANDS, USNR, was 
credited with severely damaging one MIG« 

19 NOVEMBER 1952 

Replenished dry stores and provisions from the U.S.S. GRAFFIAS j aviation 
and electronic stores from the U.S.S. CHOURREj ammunition from the U.S.S. 
PARICUTIK; and NSFO and aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. CIMA.RRON. Upon 
completion of replenishment CTF 77 detached the U.S.S* ORISKANY and directed 
it to proceed to Yokosuka for upkeep* 

20 NOVEMBER 1952 

Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. 

21 NOVEMBER 1952 

Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. 

22 NOVEMBER 1952 



Arrived Yokosuka. End of reporting period. 
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PART III 
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 



1. Expenditure of air ordnance (see enclosure (!))• 

2. Expenditure of ship's ordnance for training, 
a. During employment with CTF 70 



(1) Service Types 

W'38 AAC Proj. 1U 
5"/38 Non-flashless cart* lU 

(2) Training Type 

3»/50 FCL (VT) NF Non-flashless 76 

b. During employment with CTF 77 

(1) Service Types 

5»/38 AAC Proj. 63 

W38 FCL (VT) Proj. 30 

5"/38 Non-flashless cart* 93 

3"/ 53 FCL (VT Non-flashless 56U 

(2) Training Types 

3"/50 FCL (VT) NF Non-flashless hh 



3. performance was considered normal and satisfactory with the exception of 
three instances in which 3"/50 NF steel cases were not ejected after firing* 
The ejector lips have in each instance remained undamaged while bending and 
parting those portions of the case fuse which they engage. The case walls 
show light scoring which may or may not have been made after firing* At 
present it is believed that heat of firing causes binding through either ex- 
pansion or the binding of similar metals. A more comprehensive report will 
be made through normal channels after further research and evaluation, 

PART IV 
BATTLE DAMAGE 

1. Ship. No battle damage was sustained by the ORISKANY during the current 
period, 

2. Damage inflicted on the enemy (see enclosure (!))• 



3. Damage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (1)). 




PART V 

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 



1. performance • 
a. personnel. 

During the period of this report morale and personnel performance 
has been excellent despite the fact that approximately forty-nine (k9) en- 
listed personnel are berthed on cots and living out of seabags. U.S.S. 
ORISKANY letter serial 2282 of 13 November 1952 to COMAIRPAC covers this prob 
lem and requests installation of additional bunks and lockers. During this 
period the average on board count was 2?68; 2052 ship's company; 6l marines; 
17 SWU team and 638 CVG 102. 



Critical shortages exist in the following rates? ET, FC, MM, and AA/AN. 
U.S.S. ORISKANY CONFIDENTIAL letter serial 0207 of November to COMAIRPAC 
covers the shortage of ET ratings. 

Despite the critical shortage in some rates, berthing on cots of per- 
sonnel, lack of movies during operating periods, and irregular intervals of 
mail delivery, the overall general performance and morale of all hands is 
still at a very high level. 



b. Training. 



Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the 



following: 



Enrolled 6 
Enrolled 123 
Enrolled 3 
Enrolled 



Ordered 



U2 
22 
12 
2 

165 
509 



Officer Correspondence Courses 

Enlisted Correspondence Courses 

USAFI College Extension Courses 

USAFI Correspondence Courses 

USAFI GED Examinations taken 

USAFI GED Examinations requested 

USAFI end of course examinations 

Classroom hours held by divisions 

Students attending classes (Classes are held 6 

days per week) 



c. Legal. 



Legal activity for the period covered by this report declined con- 
siderably. The total number of mast cases, courts-martial, and sundry legal 
assistance matters processed is estimated to have decreased to less than 60 
per cent of normal. 

d. Welfare and Recreation. 

Bingo equipment has been procured for regularly scheduled bingo parties 
in the various crew»s messing compartments, Chief Petty officers » Mess, War- 
rant Officers' Mess and Ward Room. Happy hours are conducted on replenishing 
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days, making use of the ship's band and talent from ship*s company and Air 
Group* Occasionally the band plays in the Ward Room* 

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by ail hands. It carries a wide 
variety of crafts, leathercraft, model planes, ships, sail boats, wagons, 
autos, etc. 

The ship's library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands* 

e* Religious Services. 

Catholic services are held daily* Three (3) Masses are said on Sun- 
days followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Special daily prayers 
are said for the safety of our pilots* 

Protestant Divine Services are conducted on Sunday mornings and regu- 
larly as operation schedule permits* Vesper services and Bible Class meets 
on Wednesday evenings. 

Jewish Services are conducted on Friday evenings and on special days of 
religious significance on the Jewish Calendar* 

f* Public Information Office* 

Activities of the Public Information Of fice were as follows • 

Twenty daily press releases, 

210 individual hometown releases, 

Four reels of tape recordings and hometown releases consisting 
of hk recordings, 

a broadcast each evening of the day's combat events over the 
radio or public address system* (This daily event has proven 
very popular. The Assistant AIO prepares the script and presents 
the information as news commentator.) 

Publication of the daily press sheet known as the HERKIMER HERALD 
and of the ship's paper, THE PATRIOT (bi-monthly) 

2* casualties* 

a. Ship's Company. 

The following casualties were incurred by U.S.S. ORISKANT personnel: 
(1) On 5 November 19f>2 Airman John Max GULDHORN was killed as a result 
of an accident involving a towed aircraft* He was walking between the tow 
bars of a tractor towing an FUu-5. When he jumped over the tow bars he slipped 
and fell under the right wheel of the aircraft* The aircraft stopped on his 
midsection and caused extreme crushing of the abdomen and chest* His death 
followed approximately 7 minutes after the accident* Cause of death was listed 
as "Injuries Multiple Extreme Number 865l# H 
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(2) On 10 November 1952, MMl Edward Hefrick TOWN SEND died, 
of death was listed as "Thrombosis Coronary Artery Number 7U02." 

b. Air Group 102. (see enclosure (1)) 

PART VI 
COMMENTS 



Cause 



1. Engineering Department. 



a. casualties » 



(1) No major damage sustained from any cause. 



(2) The following minor damage was sustained during routine operations: 



Date Description 
11/1/52 Minor deflection of port side Gasoline Filling 
platform. 

H/l/52 plastic Fire Clay dislodged approximately 

hj£ feet along water screen header, superheater 
side #6 Boiler. 



11/3/52 Superficial smoke and fire damage to 
Squadron Locker #2. 

b . Re comme ndat ion s • 



Cause 
Heavy Seas* 

360 degree rotation of 
soot flower, due to 
sheared stop pin, caused 
condensed moisture to 
strike fire clay. 

Class «A» Fire. 



(1) None, 
c. Steaming Data. 

Dates 

Engine Miles Steadied - 80U5*8 miles. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952 

Fuel Oil Received - 1,336,938 gals. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952 

Fuel Oil Delivered DD's - U35,U98 gals. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952 

Fuel oil Consumed (underway) - 1,327,135 gals. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952 

Fuel Oil Consumed (anchored) - 0. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952 

Average Speed - 15.6 Knots. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952 

Hours Underway - 51U.7 Hours. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952 



d. Fueling. 

During the period 28 October to 
fueled Destroyers 9 times at an average 
U.S.S. ORISKANY refueled from tankers 3 
rate of 186,000 gallons per hour. 



19 November 1952, the U.S.S. ORISKANY 
rate of 102,500 gallons per hour* The 
times during this period at an average 




2. Medical Department 

a. The medical department supplies and equipment were adequate* No 
significant supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the re- 
porting period* It is noted, however, that the procurement of certain items 
of supplies and equipment in excess of allowance or items not listed in the 
allowance is necessary and greatly Increases the operating efficiency of the 
department. 

b. The medical department personnel allowance of 25 men is considered 
to be adequate. At the present time there are 19 hospital corpsmen and three 
Strikers on boards and, although the mission can be adequately carried out 
during normal operations, it is felt that should a major casualty incident occur 
this number would be inadequate. 

c. Medical evaluation of Air Group and Ship»s Company. 

(1) For the twenty-two days of this operating period the general 
morale and physical well being of both the Air Group and Ship's Company was 
excellent. Minor anxieties, noted as the ship approached the line, disappeared 
after the second or third day of actual operations ♦ It is felt that the real- 
ization that the ship was finally carrying out the mission to which it had 
been assigned in a more than satisfactory manner meant a great deal to the 
overall morale of the ship. Speculation as to what might have happened had 
the period of actual operations been longer, or losses to the enemy greater, 

is felt to be entirely unwarranted at this time. There was no detectable 
loss of resistance to disease; the incidence of personnel on the sick list 
was not increased; no increase in tenseness was noticed* and the number of 
minor injuries was unchanged. 

(2) In general, whatever the effect of a longer period on the line 
may be, it is not felt that a three week period is too long, personnel 
have readily responded to the demands made upon them in a more than adequate 
manner. The increase in the Working day, the increased hardships of colder 
weather, irregular eating and sleeping conditions have seemed to increase : . 
morale and give personnel a pride in being a "can do" outfit rather than : 
having a deleterious effect. In conclusion it is the opinion of this Medical 
Officer that the ship 1 is a better ship for having had twenty *two days in a 
forward area. , 



d. Medical Department Statistical Summary of Air Group and Ship's Company* 



fl) A 

(2) f. 



Admitted to sick list. 190 

Admitted to Binnicle List* 15 

(3) Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days. *30% 

(h) Officers admitted to sick list* . 10 

(5) Total visits to sick call. 1161 

(6) patients received from other ships. 1 
h) patients transferred to hospital, 

(8) Minor injuries treated. 20 

(9) Major injuries treated, 1 




(10) Number shipboard injuries resulting in death. 

(11) Number personnel died of disease* 
12} Minor surgical procedures* 
13) Major surgical procedures* 

(lh) Venereal disease cases and non-specific urethritis. 

(a) Gonorrhea. 

(b) Chancroid. 

(c) Non-specific urethritis following sexual exposure 
e. Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pilots and Crewmen* 

(1) planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed not recovered. 

(2) planes lost, operational, pilot not recovered. 

(3) Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered, minor injuries 
(h) Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered uninjured. 

(5) Planes lost, operational, crewman recovered uninjured* 

(6) planes damaged, enemy action, crewman injured. 

(7) Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured. 

(8) Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons. 

(9) Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation. 

(10) Average number days pilots grounded. 

(11) crewmen grounded for medical reasons. 

3. Air Intelligence. 

The Air Intelligence Section prior to departure from the West Coast lost 
the majority of its force due to transfers. One officer and a PNSN consti- 
tuted the Air Intelligence organization. Two intelligence officers reported 
aboard at Yokosuka, one assigned by GOMAIRPAC and one who had been sent to the 
Air Intelligence School at COMFAIRALAMEDA from the ship* Since the officers 
and men were not available for duty until the 0RXSKAN¥ arrived at Yokosuka, 
little operational experience for the entire organization was possible. 

COMNAVFE sent an officer on TAD orders to the ORISKANY prior to departure 
from Yokosuka for the purpose of lecturing on Escape and Evasion doctrines 
and procedures. This system seemed more advisable than lecturing in port* 

Upon arrival on the line an Air Intelligence officer from the BON 
HOMME RICHARD reported aboard to assist in briefings and to pass out the 
latest intelligence information* This was considered of inestimable value 
and should be continued for all reporting carriers. 

Although emphasis is still placed on interdiction operations, considerable 
effort is now being placed on Close Air Support by the carrier based planes* 

It is recommended that the photo Interpreters work in an office as close 
to the ship»s Air Intelligence office as possible, but not in the Air Intel* 
ligence office. 
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Since photo interpretation i3 a new function on board, tlie OftlSKANY 
personnel have been temporarily assigned working space in the ship's Ai* 
intelligence office. Work accomplished during this period included Target 
Searches, Route Surveillance and Touraids. 



Since many of the pilots are somewhat inexperienced in using aerial 
photography, it was considered necessary to supplement all photography with 
graphic aids. Target Folders, composed of orientation maps and pin-pointed 
photographs, were distributed to each pilot. Although this practice will 
improve the effectiveness of air strikes, the nature of this work in itself 
proved to be a hardship because of the critically inadequate working space. 

lu Photography* 

There is a total of nineteen men assigned to the photo Lab. A night crew 
of six men was used to complete all printing so that photographs were available 
for pilot briefing the following day. Air Group personnel processed gun camera 
film and maintained gun cameras installed in aircraft. Due to lack of experience 
in processing and printing of aerial film by laboratory personnel, a trai|*ijlg 
program was put in effect and speed and efficiency in production increased 
throughout the operating period. 

A total of 2896 usable 9x9 inch and 7585 usable 9x18 inch prints were 
made during the period. From 7U 8x10 inch negatives of plot charts, over- 
lays and target pinpoint photographs, 902 8x10 inch prints were made* 
Seven thousand feet of gun camera film were processed. 

The Norse b5 developing outfit now in use will not hold a full roll 
of 9& ff x3.90 f aerial film, making it necessary %o cut the film and use two 
reels for developing. It was found that the coyer for the A8B aerial film 
magazine cracked very easily if not handled w&th extreme pare in installation 
and stowage. This is due to the material in the construction of the 
cover. 

It is recommended that aerial film de^$Spi^ foot 
capacity and printing paper in U00 foot roli^ i# ^eu of the present 2QQ 
foot rolls, be made available to all K^fl^^l Vl^ $B 

magazines. 

5. Communications. 

Communications during this period was considered highly satisfactory. 
The ship manned 22 different frequencies^ ^x^ of the AN/aRCX* El^vift 

circuits were manned in Main Radio necessitating a two section watch making 
it mandatory to place unqualified strikers on some circuits. However, this 
procedure provided valuable training, and no adverse conditions developed 
from this practice. 
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Circuit T6 proved very effective in delivering high precedence traffic; 
however, the circuit was frequently inoperable due to unknown ship's failing 
to turn off their transmitters thereby leaving a continuous carrier wave ] 
on the air It is recommended that only large ships guard this circuit* * tJ 

Destroyers should find circuit cU->3C adequate for their traffic, 1 

Reception oh circuit B32 was generally good but often deteriorated from ] 
midnight to 0600I» It is recommended that messages be repeated at least two T 
hours after initial transmission instead of immediately afterwards* This { 
practice would provide different reception conditions with more chance of 
receiving a cl^ar signal. 

The operations of the primary and Secondary Tactical circuits was 
considered highly satisfactory. This ship employed two separate transmitters 
and receivers on these circuits thereby insuring against any fadeout sectors* 
Recommend that all chips able to do so employ this system of a back up re- 
ceiver on theea circuits* 

It is felt that the tendency of using precedences of "OP" and "0" 
indiscriminately is a policy that could lead to a major weakness in the 
Force Comirunica tion Linkage. A better part of the traffic bearing such 
precedence consists of summaries of past action and other unrelated matters, 
which of itself does nob warrant such urgency. As operations now stands 
taking particular note of the funeral inexperience of Communication Office 
personnel and the cryptographic facilities of the various units, an urgent 
dispatch dealing with an on-the-spot tactical situation might easily be 
overlooked for twenty to thirty minutes while that time is spent decoding an 
intelligence summary of a preceding day. Subject to the above comments the 
following recommendations are submitted: 

a^ Recjpmund commands review current instructions defining the correct 

use 01 precedence. 

b«. jKsignate a separate circuit for traffic pertaining to tactical 
situations and other urgent matters only* 

The following soatistics are indicative of the communication aspects 
of the operation- 

MESSAGES HANDLED IN MAIN RADIO 

Transmitted on t6 
Received on T6 

Relayed on various circuits other than t6 
Outgoing from ship 
Received on B32 
Received on George Fox 

Total Messages Handled 
Messages either from or addressed to U.S.S. ORISKANY (included in 
above count) 2,lU7 
Total Classified Messages (58,333 groups) '38U 
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Messages handled by Signal Bridge 377 

The above total does not include approsdbaately 200 BT f s handled during replen- 
ishments, of the 377 total, 77 (11U7 groups) were by Nancy. 



The following statistics of postal Activities are considered to be of 
general interest: 

1602 Money Orders issued 
Stamps sold 

Registered mail received 
Registered mail dispatched 
Airmail dispatched 



Airmail received 
Air parcel dispatched 
First Class received 
First Class dispatched 
parcel post received 
parcel post dispatched 
Insured mail dispatched 
Insured mail received 



$69,U6U*3U 
$ 5,000.00 

183 pieces 
12U pieces 
20 sacks (Approx 66,000. 
letters) 

ii6 sacks 
2 sacks (approx 65 parcels) 
5 sacks 
7 sacks 
11U sacks 
76 sacks 
105 pieces 
123 pieces 



The only difficulty encountered in postal operations was the shortage of 
stamps in this area. The delay in obtaining stamp stock from post Office, 
IJew York almost imposed a curtailment of Parcel post leaving the ship. It 
is recommended that the Fleet Post Office in this area provide stamp stock 
to ships* 

Combat Information Center. 

Operating procedures. During the period of this report CIC has been as- 
signed the control of CAP, strike, and ASP on a rotational basis. Watch 
stations, layout of display and status boards, and techniques previously em- 
ployed had to be revised considerably to adapt them to the demands peculiar 
to the type of operations experienced* Since none of the CIC Personnel of 
this ship had previous experience with TF-77 operations, the CIC officer and 
an Air Controller spent 10 days TAD aboard the PRINCETON and KEARSARGE prior 
to the OEISKANT f s arrival in Japan. This plan of indoctrination is believed 
to be extremely beneficial and is highly recommended when the CIC team pos- 
sesses little or no experience with TF-77 operations. 

Strike control is practically impossible without the identification 
features of MK-10 IFF. On one occassion this ship was forced to relinquish 
strike control because of a temporarily inoperative MK-10 system. In 
most instances MK-10 is employed as a beacon, or, in reality, an additional 
radar system to locate and identify friendlies rather than to distinguish 
between friendly and bogey, presentation in CIC was available to only one 
VK repeater and to one SX console. Additional presentation was urgently 




needed and this need has been temporarily solved by piping the SPS-6B and 
MK-10 video thrc ugh an 1 unused position in the radar switchboard. Now any 
repeater can pre vide the MK-10 presentation as selected by the central control 
box on the SX cc nsole as originally installed. 

Equipment performance. Radar performance has been generally good. Single 
B-*2? type aircraft have repeatedly been detected at ranges in excess of 100 
miles and an 8 jlane flight of jets detected approaching at 8£ miles. Al- 
though the height information of the SX is not: reliable at ranges greater than 
U5-J>0 miles, on one occassion accurate altitude determination was established * 
on a flight of 7 MIG-15> type aircraft at nearly zero target angle at a range 
qf 6$ miles. The main difficulty experienced operationally with the SPS-6B 
Has been excessive side lobing which magks a wide band of scope presentation 
throughout nearly 360° at ranges of UO miles or less from land masses. 

The RCK receivers have proven to be quite limited in range unless 
silencer circuits are almost completely cut out. However, with silencer cir- 
cuits cut out, the constant noise level of the receiver very nearly cancels 
out the advantage of slightly increased range. The AN/ARC-1 receivers have 
been more satisfactory than the RCK»s. Qood results have been obtained by 
using both an AN/ARC-1 and an RCK/TDQ simultaneously through the RCA Com- 
munication Console. This arrangement allows the advantage of long trans- 
mitter range of the TDQ and the best available receiver range of the AN/ARC. 
This arrangement, however, is only a temporary expedient since use of remote 
radio stations as selected through the console is lost for other purposes. 
It is planned to install headset jack boxes at key controller positions to 
allow transmitting on a TDQ through the normal sub-console units and receiving 
the AN/ARC through the jack* Excessive cross-talk and feed over on macy of 
the VHF circuits has complicated air control problems, but they have been 
somewhat reduced by selection of widely separated antennae. 

7» Gunnery Department 

Copies of the ORISKAfflf's rearming plan, prepared on the basis of previous 
operational experience of PRINCETON and KEARSARGfi, and obtained by ORISKANY*s 
Advance Liaison Team have been forwarded to all interested commands. This 
plan has been used in four rearming operations, and on the basis of this 
limited experience it appears to be the most suitable for this ship* The 
"bottleneck* factor is the fragility of ORISKANY's electro-hydraulic winches, 
which equipment is presently under study by BUSHIPS. When these winches are 
operating properly the rate in loads -per-minute is optimum, but the capacity 
in pounds per load could be increased with no attendant overburdening in other 
phases. 

8. Air Department 

a. Personnel. During this period the personnel complement of the Air 
Department was as follows: 




Flight peck 116 

Spuir& k Arrestin g Gear 57 UtwLASSIFIED 

Maintenance 7h 

Gasoline & Ordnance liiO 

TOTAL i*58 

Although all schedules and requirements were met during this operating 
period, shortages of personnel were particularly felt in the ordnance and 
aircraft handling divisions* With the advent of the winter months in 
Korean waters, it is recommended that at least 500 men be available in the 
Air Department, 

b. Aircraft Handling, During the period the average on board count of 
aircraft was 73 plus one helicopter. Due to reduction of available space 

on hangar deck as a result of the CVA-3U conversion program, the rapid handling 
of aircraft, particularly the F9F, requires the highest degree of coordination 
in order to meet schedules. Obstructions on hangar bulkheads amplify the park- 
ing problem. Aircraft availability sometimes varies by four or five air* 
craft between squadrons. The sorting of aircraft that go «down« or come «up* 
only minutes prior to launch time disrupts aircraft handling and pilot plane 
assignment planning. All special aircraft with the exception of the jet 
photographic planes are parked aft in Hangar Bay #2 or on the flight deck, a 
total of f ive unflyable dud aircraft occupied Hangar Bay #3 at the end of this 
operating period. 

In order to utilize all time possible for ordnance rearming of the AD 
type aircraft, these planes are recovered last and spotted starboard side 
and aft during modified ready deck at an angle of approximately sixty degrees 
with wings spread. This permits ordnance and handling crews to reload wing 
stations, refold wings and tighten the spot for next recovery* The develop- 
ment of a small easily portable hoist to load 2$0# bombs on folded AD wings 
would greatly save time and space. VA squadron 923 is at present designing 
and experimenting with such a hoist* 

c. Catapults and Arresting Gear. During the period of this report 569 
catapult launches were made, the majority of which were F9F aircraft. The 
BUAER forged eye pendant arrestor for the F9F has been unsatisfactory. 

An RUDM has been submitted reporting the damage to shuttle tow fittings with 
recommendations for an improved arrestor. The principal change recommended 
to the arrestor is to put the wire served ends of the bungee into the fire 
hose under the nylon straps. By using this change 510 successful F9F-5 
launches at an average of 20 arrestations per arrestor have been made* 

During the period of this report there have been 911 arrested landings. 
Approximately $0 per cent have been jets. (F9F-5). For forward area operation, 
arresting gear usage has indicated the desirability of having on board at least 
SO per cent spares over current allowance. Highest usage items are the F2H and 
F9F combination barriers (longs). 
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d# Gasoline* The Robb quick disconnect coupling has proven to be *e*y 
efficient and time saving on replenishment days* 

9* Supply Department 

a* Aviation Stores 

procurement of aeronautical material from other carriers, mobile sup- 
port ships, and other local sources has been successful for 61.55 cent 
of U63 items requested* However, for priority «A W (53) and »B W (h9) re-„ 
quirements availability was only 37*73 per cent and 36.73 percent respectively* 

The range of items included in the various allowance lists is considered 
adequate since 391 of the U63 items requested were for replacement of ex- 
hausted or seriously depleted stocks or as an increase in allowance based on 
squadron recommendations. Most noticeable inadequacies at the present time 
are major control surfaces for FirtJ and AD type aircraft. As time on the line 
crystalizes this ship's experience, a more cbmplete report of allowance list 
inadequacies will be made. 

Usage of F9F MLG tires has been extremely high - 13d tires and 131 tubes 
for U36 landings. Information available indicates that other activities 
have not experienced suck a high usage rate; therefore, further comment is 
withheld for the present* 

The squadrons embarked with shortages of hand tools and winter flight 
clothing. Since the ship's allowance list for these items are intended for 
replacements only considerable difficulty was experienced on these items* 
Squadrons and composite units should be properly outfitted prior to em- 
barkation for overseas deployment* 

Coid weather items recommended in COMAIRPAC Instruction khhl A $B of 23 
July 1952 and appropriate portions of Section n B n allowance are essential 
to operations in this area. This ship has been unsuccessful to date in 
its endeavors to obtain certain cold weather items, notably engine pre* 
heaters, engine; propeller and cockpit covers* and aircraft gun lubricants* 

Certain items Qf section «B n material continue in short supply* The 
following items have been procured on an emergency basis only: 

R 85-FW-17139U Liner weldment - F9F 
R 85-FW-198061 Liner weldment - F9F 
R 85-HO-A7002S Fuel Controls - F9F 
R 82-GV-9520U61 Brake Lining - F9F 
R 9U-C-550079 Controller Gun - F9F 
R 82-P-5800OO point Tail Hook - All 
R 82-GY*5lG717-2 Brake Lining - H035-1 
r 9U-C-78550 Gun Chargers Aero - 13A-AD3 




procurement of allowance list items from CONUS has been slow. By effect- 
ive area procurement, salvage and substitution, AOG's due to lack of parts, 
for this cruise, were limited to 2 AD3 and 2 fUU for periods of less than 7 
days. 1 AD3, 1 F2H2P and 1 ADUW have been AOG for periods in excess of 
7 days. 

b. General Stores. 

Stock level limits have been generally adequate. Most noticeable 
exceptions have been those for teletype paper and standard solvent, with 
an increase over part usage of approximately 10 to 1. 

c. Ships Store. 

It was found necessary to secure the after soda fountain during flight 
operations due to the proximity of the bomb stowage area and the resultant 
working groups congregated at or near the fountain. This fountain was used, 
however, to make ice cream for sale at the forward fountain and, in addition, 
has made all ice cream for the general mess and the private messes. 

Ship's Store schedule was revised to include night operation of one 
store from 1900 to 2130 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. This revision was necessary 
dus to the fact that the increased workload during operations in the Korean 
area makes it virtually impossible for many personnel to make purchases 
during the regular hours. 

Shortages have arisen in stocks of cigars, chewing gum and marking tubes 
(for clothing). These items sold at approximately twice the anticipated 
rate. 

d. Clothing and Small Stores. 

C&SS Issue Room schedule was revised to include night operations from 
1900 to 2130. This revision was necessary due to the fact that the increased 
workload during operations on the line makes it virtually impossible for many 
personnel to make purchases during the regular hours. 

Shortages have arisen in black socks, dungaree jumpers and chairibray 
shirts. Demand for these items as compared to past experience has proven to 
be approximately 1.5 to 1, 3 to 1 and 2 to 1, respectively. It should be 
noted that woolen socks are preferred to cotton socks. 

The assigned replenishment ship was short on towels and black socks during 
the first period in port at Yokosuka. However, information has been received 
that these items can be procured from other auxiliary ships operating in 
the area. 

e. Commissary. 

Since arrival in Korean waters it was found desireable to discontinue 
the serving of regular night rations and to commence serving a full meal at 




2315* This change has met with favorable reception and has resulted in 
substantial savings in bread and meat* 

f # Disbursing. 

The exchange of U.S. currency for MPC*s and Yen upon first arrival in 
Japan has presented the largest problem to date* Necessity for procurement of 
MPCs and Yen after arrival in Yokosuka involved noticeable delay. Non-re- 
ceipt of complete information regarding currency controls also contributed to 
the delay. Recommendations on this subject will be covered by separate letter. 

It is recommended that all officers be advised as to their rights for 
additional income tax withholding as prescribed by para. 55U31-5 BUSANDA 
Manual (IM 21-U) in order to prevent delay for those desiring such additional 
withholding. This should be done prior to arrival in the combat zone. 

g. Replenishment Underway. 

To date this ship has had two underway replenishments of stores under 
Supply Department cognizance (other than fuel oil and aviation gasoline) 
as follows; 

H/l/52 - Provisions 
11/19/52 - Aviation Stores 
Provisions 

Replenishment of provisions has been only moderately satisfactory in that 
quantities were drastically cut and in many instances some items were NIS» 
Further, fresh tomatoes and lettuce have been received in very poor condition* 
Survey was necessary for approximately one third (1/3) of the tomatoes and one 
fourth (l/U) of the lettuce received on 1 November. 

Aviation stores were received in far greater quantity than advance reports 
indicated. Analysis as to types of items and priorities received could not 
be made prior to submission of this report. 

Rate of transfer underway to date : 

provisions 65 tons/hour 

Aviation Stores U5 tons/hour 

While far from record shattering, the transfers were apparently effected 
as fast as the supplying ship could deliver. The provisions transfer was 
accompanied by substantial damage to crates and packages. The aviation stores 
transfer was very satisfactory, and accomplished in a safe and orderly fashion. 

h. Wardroom Mess. 

The major problem to be solved was that of serving a large nuirber of 
officers at odd hours depending on operational requirements. The shift from 
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table services to cafeteria style service at all meals except for the second 
seating at dinner has solved this problem to a very large extent. Food is 
kept hot and palatable, and serving time is reduced. This arrangement leaves 
more time for other requirements, both for the officers and the stewards. 
This system has received very favorable comment from all personnel concerned. 

The procurement of wholesale cuts of Japanese beef and veal by the Ward 
room Mess has not only improved the variety available to the mess but has proven 
to be a sizeable economy factor. 

Copies to: 

CNO (2^ Advance 

CINCPACFLT (S) Advance 

CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 

COMNAVFE (1) Advance 

COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 

COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance 

CTF-77 (1) Advance 

COMCARDIV 1 

COMC/.RDIV 3 

COMCARDIV 5 

COMAIRPAC (10) 

COMSERVPAC 

COMfAlRALAMEDA 

COMFAIR JAPAN 

COMFAIRQUONSET 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

NLO JOC KOREA 

USS BOXER (CVA-21) 

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) 

USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) 

USS PHILLIPINE SEA (CVA-U7) 

USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 

USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 

USS WASP (CVA-18) 

USS YORKTOW (CVA-10) 

CVG 2 

CVG 5 

CVG 7 

CVG 9 

CVG 11 

CVG 1$ 

CVG 19 

CVG 101 
ATG 2 (5) 
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From: 



Commanding Officer 



To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(U) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period of 2 Decetnber 1952 through 27 December 



Ref : (a) OPNAV Instruction 3U80.U 

End: (1) CVG 102 Action Report 2 Decentoer 1952 through 27 December 1952 

1 # In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of 2 
December 1952 through 27 December 1952 is hereby submitted. 



The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U) with Carrier Air Group 102 embarked, sortied 
from Yokosuka Harbor at 06l6l, 2 December 1952 and at 0826l, k December 1952 
joined Task Force 77 operating in Area Sugar, the Japan Sea, Coranander Task 
Force 77 and Commander Carrier Division ONE, RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, was 
embarked in the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31). 

During the operating period other ships in company were the U.S.S, 
KEARSARGE (CVA-33), the U.S.S, ESSEX (CVA-9), the U.S.S. MISSOURI (BB-63) with 
Commander SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, embarked and various cruisers 
and screening destroyers. On 18 December 1952 Commander Carrier Division 
FIVE, RADM R* F. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the U.S.S* KEARSARGE (CVA-33), 
assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77; the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) 
with Commander Carrier Division ONE embarked departed from the Task Force, 
The ship departed Task Force 77 and Area Sugar for Yokosuka on 2h December 
1952, arriving 27 December 1952* 

During the period in the forward area operations were conducted in ac- 
cordance with Commander Task Force 77 Operation Order 2-52. The Mission of 
the Force, in support of the United Nations conflict with North Korea, was 
close air support to front line ground forces, interdiction of enemy move- 
ments and resupply over Northeast Korean supply lines and storage areas, 
destruction of enemy troops and air support of naval gunfire. 



1952 



PART I 

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 




ORIGINAL 




DECLASSIFIED 

PART II 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 

2 December 1952 

Sortied f*om Yokosuka Harbor at 06l6l enroute to the Korean operating 
area. 

3 December 1952 
Rendezvoused with the U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE4*99). 



k December 195? 

Rendezvoused with Task Force 77, Commander Task Force 77 and Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE, RADM W. D« JOHNSON, USN, embarked in the U.S.S. 
BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31). The U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) with Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked was detached from 
Task Force 77 and departed for Yokosuka, Japan. Conducted combat flight 
operations. ENS WILLIS RADEBAUGH, USN, VA-923, was hit by AA fire during 
an attack in the Pyong-gong area* ENS RADEBAUGH was able to remain airbourne 
until over friendly territory where he parachuted without injury. 



1 December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

6 December 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations, LT W. P. HUGHES, USNR, VF-87U, 
ditched off Hungnam after being hit by AA fire. LT HUGHES was rescued un- 
injured by the U.S.S. ROOKS (DD-80U) after about U5 minutes in his raft # 

7 December 1952 

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92.11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and 
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. CACAPON (AO-52) and ammunition from the 
U.S.S. CHARA (AKA-58). 

8 December 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations. The U.S.S. ESSEX (CVA-9) joined 
Task Force 77* 

9 December 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations. Captain JAMES A. VAN ZANDT, USNR, 
member of the House of Representatives, visited the ship. 



10 December 1952 



Conducted combat flight operations. 
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n December 1952 

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92.11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and 
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. CHEMUNG (AO-30) and ammunition from the 
U.S.S. CHARA (AKA-58). 

12 December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

13 December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations, 

Ik December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

15 December 1952 

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92.11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and 
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. CHEMUNG (AO-30) and ammunition from the 
U.S.S. PARICUTIN (AE-18). Received provisions and dry stores from the 
U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55). 

16 December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

17 December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

18 December 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations. The U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 
RADMR. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5 embarked, joined Task Farce 77. 
RADM HICKEY relieved RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, COMCARDIV 1 as CTF 77. The 
U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31), with COMCARDIV 1, RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, 
embarked was detached and departed for Yokosuka, Japan. 

19 December 1952 

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92.11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and 
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. TALUGA (AO-62) and ammunition from the 
U.S.S. PARICUTIN (AE-18). Received aviation stores from the U.S.S. CHOURRE 
(ARV-1), 

20 December 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing practice* 




21 December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

22 December 1952 

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted *AA firing practice* 
LTJO J. A. HUDSON, USN, VA-923, was seen to crash during an attack west 
of Songjin. Since the aircraft exploded on impact and no parachute or other 
evidence of survival was noted, LTJG HUDSON is presumed dead* 

23 December 1952 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

2h December 1952 

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92.11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and 
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. MISPILLION (AO-105) and ammunition from 
the U.S.S, TITAN IA (AKA-13). Upon completion of replenishment, the U.S.S. 
ORISKANY (CVA-3U) in company with the U.S.S* SHIELDS (DD-596), was detached 
from Task Force 77 and ordered to proceed to Yokosuka, Japan for upkeep* 

25 December 1952 

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan* 

26 December 1952 

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan. Conducted AA firing practice* 

27 December 1952 

Arrived Yokosuka. End of reporting period. 

PART III 
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 

1* Ammunition expenditures for the period h December to 23 December 1952. 

a* Service Types (Included in enclosure (1)). 

b* Training Types 

5 tt /38 projectile AAC 35 

5»/38 projectile FCL (UT) hi 

5"/38 powder SPDN 82 
3 w /50 cartridge FCL (UT) 

non frag hon flash 70 




PART IV 
BATTLE DAMAGE 

1. Ship. No battle damage was sustained by the ORISKANY during the current 
period. 

2. Damage inflicted on the enemy (see enclosure (1)). 

3. Damage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (1)). 

PART V 

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 

1# Performance 
a. Personnel 

During the period of this report the morale was excellent and personnel 
performance improved considerably with experience in combat operations. The 
total number of personnel berthed on cots has been decreased to 21 men which 
has reduced this morale problem. During this period the average on board 
count was 2735: 2025 ship's company; 63 marines; 17 SWU team and 630 CVG 102. 

Critical shortages exist in the following rates: ET, FC, RM, MM, EM, 
AO and AA/aN. These shortages have been the subject of official correspondence. 



b. Training 

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the 
following: 

New classes organized OU 

Active classes at end of period 11 

Classroom hours held this period 196 

Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 61 

Navy Training Courses (correspondence) ordered by men 33 

USAFI texts checked out ih 

USAFI correspondence courses ordered I4.3 

* USAFI GED tests administered 30 

USAFI end of Course Tests administered 01 

tJSAFI GED batteries ordered by men 33 

Enrollments in college extension courses OU 

Letters sent to civilian schools on behalf of men for 

counseling and placement purposes 03 

Requests for service schools forwarded ill 



A class in Personnel and Administration procedures has been organ- 
ized in order to train all Yeomen, Personnelmen and strikers. This class 
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is also open to Department Administrative Officers, Division Officers and 
Junior Division Officers in the study of quarterly marks assignment, Navy 
Job Classification Code Manual, and advancement in rating* 

c* Welfare and Recreation 

Regularly scheduled bingo games hav$ been conducted at 1900 on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays of each week in the crew's messing compartments for 
enlisted men, on Fridays for Chief Petty Officers and Warrant Officers* 
Happy hours have been conducted on replenishment days, using talent from 
ship's company and air group* 

The Ship's Glee Club meets regularly on the evening preceeding 
replenishment days* 

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by all hands* It carries a 
wide variety of crafts, e*g*, leathercraft, model* planes, ships, sail boats, 
wagons, autos, etc. 

The Ship's Library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands* 
d* Religious Services 

Catholic services are held daily* Three Masses are said on Sundays 
followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Special daily prayers 
are said for the safety of our pilots* 

Protestant Divine Services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings, 
Vesper services at 1900. The Bible Class meets at 1900 on Wednesdays* 

Jewish services are conducted on Friday evenings and on special 
days of religious significance on the Jewish calendar* 



A memorial service was held on 26 December for LTJG JAMES A. HUDSON, 
USN, of VA-923 who was killed in action on 22 December 1952* 

A special Christmas Eve carol service was conducted at 2200, 2h 
December and Catholic services were conducted at midnight. 

e* Public Information activities covered during the period of this re- 
port consisted of the following: 

Daily news dispatches 17 
Hometown releases 955 



Morman services are conducted at 1000 on Sundays* 



Christian Science study periods are observed on Sundays at 1100* 



Feature stories 
Still pictures 
Tape recordings released 



U 
20 
11 




The ORIS Daily Mews CBIBMOTatSr WSadcasts at approximately 1930 
daily the day's combat events and other special or spot announcements of 
interest to the crew* 

"Operation Morale Lift 1952", a movie showing family scenes of 
dependents of 90 officers and men of the 0R2SKAHI i was shown on Christmas day. 

2. Casualties 

a. Ship's Company 

No ship's company casualties occurred other than minor injuries 
during the reporting period. 

b. Air Group 102. (See enclosure (1))« 

PART VI 
COMMENTS 

1 # Engineering Department 
a* Casualties 

(1) No major damage was sustained from any cause* 

(2) The following minor damage was sustained during routine operations: 

Date Description Cause 

T57?3/52 Minor damage to flighi deck involving Aircraft landing 

approximately 1000 linear feet of deck 

planking 

b« Recommendations 

(1) None 
c« Steaming Data 

Dates 

Engine miles steamed - 81*01 2 Dec-2U Dec 1952 (1200) 

Fuel oil received - 1,1*72,896 gals 2 Dec-2h Dec 1952 (1200) 

Fuel oil delivered flD's - 187,220 gals 2 Dec-2l* Dec 1952 (1200) 

Fuel oil consumed (underway) - 1,351,202 gals 2 Dec-2U Dec 1952 (1200) 

Fuel oil consumed (anchored) - 9803 gals 2 Dec-2U Dec 1952 (1200) 

Average speed - 15*06 2 Dec~2l* Dec 1952 (1200) 

Hours underway - 557*7 2 Dec -21* Dec 1952 (1200) 

d. Fueling 

During the period 2 December to 21* December 1952, the U.S.S # ORISKANY 
fueled destroyers three (3) times at an average rate of 120,000 gallons per hour* 




The U.S.S. ORISKANY refuel4flffbmH«Wf|l ($) tines during this period 
at an average rate of 163*600 gallons per hour » 

2 * Communications 

Communication difficulties were noticeably minimized during the 
current period of operations, and no noteworthy difficulties were experienced* 

The following statistics are indicative of the communication aspects 
dt the operations 

MESSAGES HANDLED IN MAIN RADIO 

Transmitted on UHF Ratt 1|233 

Received on UHF Ratt 822 
Relayed on various circuits other than UHF Ratt 20 

Outgoing from ship $87 

Received on B32 £,820 

Received on George Fox U,900 

Received on George Roger Fox 1U6 

Relayed on UHF Ratt 380 

Total messages handled 13,908 

Messages either addressed to or from the 

U.S.S. ORISKANY (included in above count) 2,51*6 
Total classified messages (90,116 groups) 570 

MESSAGES HANDLED ON SIGNAL BRIDGE 

Total incoming and outgoing U96 

Note: The total noted above does not include approximately 50 
messages handled during replenishment periods. Of the total, 86 messages 
(1,386 groups) were by Nancy. 

The following statistics of postal activities are considered to be 
of general interest: 

Total of 1,506 money orders issued $62,1*98.69 

Registered mail received 338 pieces 

Registered mail dispatched 188 pieces 

First Class mail received 10 pouches 

First Class mail dispatched Ik pouches 

Parcel Post received khO pouches 

Parcel Post dispatched 151 pouches 

Insured mail received 8lJ> pieces 

Insured mail dispatched 121 pieces 

Air mail received 60 pouches 

Air mail dispatched 56 pouches 




3» Air Intelligence 

Flak in and near the target areas is plotted on four AM5 L751 charts 
covered with acetate* A series of these charts are made up for the navy area 
of responsibility and an overlay of the areas covered is maintained on a 
1:500,000 chart. Ready reference to these target charts posed a problem. 
Swinging panels, as have been employed on other carriers, was considered, 
but due to the minimum number such a rig can hold it was discarded* At 
present these charts are attached by means of staples to wooden slats 35 
inches by l/k inch by 3/U inch. These wooden slats rest on the we inch 
flange of two angle irons 18 inches long. One angle iron is attached to a 
file cabinet and the other to a bulkhead approximately three feet from the 
deck. This arrangement easily accommodates fifty target charts. 

With the advent of winter, camouflage and deception as employed by 
the North Koreans, has lost some of its effectiveness* Photo Interpretation 
of supposedly empty AW positions disclosed tracks leading from the empty 
revetments to nearby buildings. It is considered that the North Koreans 
might use such tactics in view of the mobility of their AW guns* 

U* Combat Infprmation Center 

CIC personnel from destroyers were assigned TAD aboard the ORISKANY 
for qualification and refresher training as air controllers. Refresher 
training of previously qualified air controllers poses no special problems, 
arid requalification can be accomplished in a reasonably short time* However, 
initial qualification of prospective air controllers who have had little 
background or training in the mechanics of air intercept, jet and conventional 
aircraft performance, radio procedure, vocabulary of brevity codes, etc* is 
not considered practicable aboard a carrier operating on the line* Refresher 
training requires relatively few practice intercepts while initial training 
leading to qualification requires a substantial number* In three carrier 
operations each CVA can normally expect CAP control only one day out of each 
four, and time available for practice intercepts is quite limited* It is 
therefore recommended that only refresher training be given on board operating 
carriers. 

5« Photography 

The number of ship's photographic personnel assigned remained at 18* 
This figure includes one warrant, one AFC, and ten rated men. The number 
and rating of personnel assigned are proving generally adequate* However, it 
is felt that the addition of one rated camera repairman would materially re- 
duce the high percentage of photo mission failures due to camera malfunction* 
Statistical summary of failures: total photo missions this operating period - 66; 
total failures - 20; failures due to camera or installation malfunctioning - 13* 

Laboratory personnel are now doing all the aerial film processing and 
loading of magazines. This arrangement is proving satisfactory since it 
gives photo detachment personnel more time to take care of installation and 
checking of photographic equipment in the planes* 




Flash prints are made of all photo missions in order to escpedite 
construction of mosaics by the photo interpretation section. 

Print totals for the period were lit, 250 9x18 inch, U6l0 5x9 inch and 
1x699 8x10 target photos for pilot briefing. 

Mechanical difficulties encountered resulting in the mission failures 
referred to above, were with the K-38 aerial camera and A8B magazine. Among 
the more frequent mechanical failures were sheared taper pins in the case 
drive of the K-38, One A8B magazine was out of commission because of broken 
gears. The original gears were made of plastic and were replaced with metal 
gears. The heating element in one A8B magazine short circuited causing a 
mission to be aborted. 

Switches for the 1800 watt heating elements on the A10A aerial film 
dryers burned out frequently due to over heating. However, ships electricians 
repaired the switches promptly and time loss in drying was negligible. 

It is recommended that all units using K-38 cameras and A8B magazines 
be furnished instruction handbooks and technical bulletins on this equipment 
as soon as possible. This essential data was not included with cameras re- 
ceived and has not yet been made available to this ship. It is believed that 
much of the maintenance difficulty would have been avoided and the result- 
ing failures on combat missions would have been considerably lessened had 
this data been on hand. 

6. Medical Department 

The Medical Department supplies and equipment were adequate. No 
significant supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the re- 
porting period. 

a. Medical Evaluation of Air Group and Ship's Company 

On this second operating period of twenty-two days, it has been 
interesting to note the great degree of parallelism or analogy with the first 
period. For example, the occasional anxiety presenting itself has been based 
on a home front situation, unfaithful wife for example, rather than on real 
or fancied dangers associated with operations. There has been no detectable 
loss of resistance to disease, and no increase in the number of injuries or 
psychosomatic complaints. 

In conclusion, there has been nothing in this second period on the 
line to make one feel that three weeks is too long an operating period for 
personnel despite the increased hardships of colder weather. 
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b. Medical Department Statistical Summary Air Group and Ship's Company 

1st Period 2nd Period 

Admitted to sick list 190 226 

Admitted to binnacle list 15 lU 

Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days .3/6 # 3£ 

Officers admitted to sick list 10 9 

Total visits to sick call 1,161 1,258 

Patients received from other ships 1 1 

Patients transferred to hospital 

Minor injuries treated 200 215 

Major injuries treated 1 1 

Number shipboard injuries resulting death 1 

Number of personnel died #f disease 1 

Minor surgical procedures 25 12 

Major surgical procedures 3 3 

Venereal diseases cases and non-specific urethritis £8 117 

(1) Gonorrhea 7 11 

(2) Chancroid lU 18 

(3) Non-specific urethritis following sexual exposure 37 88 



c» Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pilots and Crewmen 

1st Period 2nd Period 

Planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed, not recovered 1 1 

Planes lost, pilot not recovered 1 

Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered minor injuries 1 

Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered uninjured 2 

Planes lost, operational, crewmen recovered uninjured 

Planes damaged, enemy action, crewmen injured 

Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured 

Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons 15 2h 

Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation 

Average number days pilots grounded 2#U U.2 

Crewmen grounded for medical reasons 

d. On 22 December 1952, LTJG JAMES ALEXANDER HUDSON, 532903, USN, was 
killed in action at 0925 when his plane, an AD-3 crashed into ground in enemy 
territory near Hwansungwon-ni, Korea, cause unknown. 

!• Supply Department 



a. Aviation Stores 



The major operational procedure problem experienced during the period 
covered by this report has been caused by the receipt of material without 
proper covering invoices, particularly material air lifted from continental 
sources. Such shipments entail considerable research to insure accomplish- 
ment of requisitions and in some cases has caused unnecessary delay in the 
issue of priority material. 





Status information received indicates that many important items are 
being held at NSD Yokosuka for delivery to the ship despite the fact that 
the ship has a periodic replenishment schedule "oft the line." 

Further, many small items requisitioned on a priority basis, avail- 
able in the area as indicated by status information, have still not been 
received by COD aircraft during this period. 

One problem of considerable importance which resulted in the con- 
tinuing AGOG of an aircraft was the receipt of an FUnli wing assembly without 
the Areo lUA Rocket provisions (Chang* U32) # Corrective action has been 
taken by COMFAIRJAP 210703Z Decentoer. 

The first on line replenishment (19 Noventoer 1952) from the CHOURRE 
was highly satisfactory. The dispatch in the assentoly of stores, the excellent 
tagging and identification, and the method of transfer indicates a high de- 
gree of efficiency on the part of the CHOURRE as a whole and the Supply 
Department in general, A total of 121*7 items were requested of which 796 
items were received for a percentage of 63*8 comprising approximately U3,7 
tons. 

Procurement difficulties were negligible during tfce period of this 
report with the exception of continued shortage of cold weather items cited 
in the first report* The condition of other shortages has improved, 

Intra-Task Force cooperation has proved very satisfactory an request 
for allowance list material as shown tyr the receipt of 62,5 percent of items 
requested* 

Usage of F9F MLO tires during this period has been reduced to normal 
expenditure. 



b. General Stores 



There Were no unusual developments in this category except high con- 
sumption of certain stores. Usage of general mess and wardroom cups has been 
approximately three times that anticipated, principally as a result of breakage. 
Usage of class hO and Ul (hand tools) has been extremely high due to inadequate 
outfitting of squadrons. Rags have been consumed at an average rate of 120 
bales per month. 



c. Ship's Store and CfcSS 



Operational Procedure Problems - Care must be exercised to insure that 
woolen underwear is bagged separately for delivery to the laundry, and that 
such articles are washed and rinsed in lukewarm water only. 

Stock Excesses and Shortages - To date no excesses have been found 
to exist in ship*s store stock. However, the following shortage^ do exist: 




(1) Watches - Sold 500 the first three months at sea* 100 of these 
watches were military type; all others dress. Average selling price of the 
dress watches, $35-1*0. Stock ratio of men's to women's was about 8sl. It 
is recommended that for Christmas sales this ratio be adjusted to about 3:1* 

(2) Pen and Pencil Sets - During the pre-Christmas buying, sales 
increased to about five sales per day for a thirty day period over a previous 
normal of 1/2 to 3/U per day. Sets sold were the Sheaffer at about $12-25 
selling price . 

(3) Pens - Demand for fountain pens, particularly the inexpensive pen 
of the Esterbrook type, is very great. Sales run on an average of 100-125 
per month. Since these pens are unavailable in this area, it is recommended 
that adequate stock be carried. 

(U) Clothing and Small Stores - Shortages cited in previous report 
continue, and are characteristic of this area. 

Procurement Difficulties - The replenishment ship, U.S.S. CASTOR 
(AKS-1), to date has been unable to supply required items of G&SS. The 
available ship's store stock is satisfactory but limited quite strictly to 
staples (e.g. soaps, cigarettes, dentifrices, etc.)* 

d. Commissary 

Operational Procedure - The serving of a midnight meal has met with 
continued success insofar as health and morale is concerned. On the last 
night of the patrol, however, it became necessary to serve only soup and 
coffee to avoid an over expenditure of general mess funds. 

Stock Shortages - The following items of provisions have been in 
short supply: 

Tomato puree 
Potatoes, sweet, fresh 
Grapefruit, fresh 
Beans, string, end 
Tomato paste 
Crackers 
Syrup 

Vanilla, flavoring 
Mayonnaise 
Cereal, assorted 
Juice, orange 

Procurement Difficulties * On return to Yokosuka, after the previous 
period "on the line", requisitions were submitted to the U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55) 
for fresh frozen and dry provisions. The OMSKANY requested about one hundred 
forty tons and the amount received was sixty-three tons. The ORISKANY left 
Yokosuka, therefore, without a capacity load. 
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e. Disbursing 

It has been found that the most convenient tine for pay day, while 
operating, is at night or on replenishment day. 

Many disbursing forms are unavailable In this area* A complete cruise 
requirement should be acquired when outfitting* 

f • Replenishment Underway 

On 15 December the ORISKANT replenished at sea from the U.S.S. ALUDRA 
(AF-55)» The ship came along side at 13U2 for replenishment of fresh, frozen 
and dry provisions. About 95 per cent of the requisitions submitted were 
filled. Around l$h$ the ALUDRA had to break away from the ORISKANY because 
of rough weather. About ten tons of flour was left on board the ALUDRA # 
The average tonage taken on board was 60 tons per hour. 

Aviation stores replenishment was accomplished from the U.S.S. 
CHOURRE (ARV-1) on 19 December 19$2. (Amplifying comments on the 19 
November replenishment are contained in Aviation Stores section above). 
Very few items were received. Only priority BAKER requisitions were processed 
due to late delivery of requisitions to the CHOURRE, occasioned by the advance* 
ment of the replenishment schedule. 

8. Navigation Department 

During the present operation the Navigation Department had excellent 
opportunities for the training of deck-watch-standers. The rapidity of the 
tactical maneuvers and the great variety of tactical situations, affords ex* 
cellent practice in ship handling. During this last tour four (U) officer- 
of-the-deck qualifications were granted, three (3) to ensigns and one (1) 
to a lieutenant. To supplement the on- the -job-training classes are held 
each day to improve the watch standers knowledge and use of the tools of 
his trade* Voice radio procedure is practiced daily utilizing a tape re- 
corder so that voice deficiencies and improper procedure can be corrected. 
This practice has greatly improved voice radio procedure. To broaden 
the OOD's knowledge of his assistants, their duties and especially their 
problems, a rotational system has been established to place CIC personnel 
on the bridge and bridge watch standers j^n CIC. In our deck-watph-stander 
training credit must be extended to the U.S.S. PRINCETON since a modified 
program similar to hers has been adopted. 

The starboard wing of the open bridge has undergone several changes 
to increase the comfort and efficiency of the conning officer during the winter 
replenishment operations. A seat has been installed with a foot rest, a plexi- 
glass wind shield has been errected and a canvas awning has been installed. 
The top half of a gear locker door has been painted black so that it may 
serve as a blackboard to indicate the RFM and course being steered. 





9» Air Department 



General - During this period a general improvement was noted in the 
execution of assigned functions of all divisions in the Air Department* 
This was due primarily to experience gained during the first tour in the 
operating area. Personnel shortages in the aircraft handling and ordnance 
divisions continues to be the most serious item effecting the efficiency 
of the department. During the last week of operations, due to illness and 
injuries, the flight deck division plane handling crews were reduced to 9-l0 
men per crew on occasion. A minimum of twelve (12) men per crew should be 
available in order to expeditiously re spot the heavier AD and jet type aircraft. 
The use of the F?F tail tow during this period resulted in some conservation 
of manpower. Ingenious methods of conserving space on the hangar deck per- 
mitted operations to continue normally despite the presence of six non~ 
flyable duds in hangar bay #3» .Continued efforts are underway to gain ad- 
ditional room in h%ngar bays for maintenance facilities. Relocation of lumber 
racks from present location, port side elevator #3> to top of uptake space 
starboard side, will provide room for some work bench space. Installation 
of tool box racks between #3 elevator stanchions, port jside hangar deck, 
frames lUO-litU, is also being accomplished. The practice of turning up all 
propeller aircraft approximately one aijd one -half hours before first morning 
launch is most desirable during cold weather. Plane captains run engines from 
10-15 minutes at 1000-1200 RPM# 

a. Aircraft Handling 

An auxiliary aircraft spotting board of the flight deck, manufactured 
by the ship's aircraft metal sfrop, has been installed in flight deck control 
directly above the existing board. Since installation, it has saved much 
time and confusion by providing the actual deck spot while succeeding launches 
and sppts are being planned and worked out on the lower board. 

Design of a suitable tow-bar to tow F9F*s backwards is still necessary. 
A number of universal tow bars were modified for this use by shortening one 
bar sufficiently to reach the tail skid while the remaining bar towed from 
the landing gear. Principal difficulty encountered is that the bars are 
not strong enough to withstand the stresses encountered at all angles of towing 
particularly during shjarp turns* 

Due to the ever increasing demand for hangar deck space for checks 
and other maintenance work on aircraft, and due to the number of permanent 
"dud" aircraft accumulated, it was necessary to resort to unorthodox methods 
of aircraft parking to conserve space. Vertical stabilizers and propellers 
were removed from two FliU dud aircraft permitting them to be "stpod on their 
nose" with the tail lashed to the overhead* F9F tail sections w6re removed 
and suspended from the overhead in Bay #3 by means of the tail section 
hoisting sling. This permitted considerable tightening of dud parking and^ 
provided necessary space for parking of additional aircraft^ * W J - 



Operations have been speeded up on recovery of aircraft by taxiing 
jet aircraft off elevator #2 onto the hangar deck. The plane is taxied 
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straight off the elevator, and the tail is not swung inboard until it is 
determined that no residual fire exists in the engine* This permits taking 
almost every other jet down elevator #2 thereby increasing the space available 
for spotting aircraft forward during recovery* 

b. Catapults 

A total of 753 catapult launches were made during the period, the 
majority of which were F9F-5 aircraft. The use of fire hose to protect 
the bungee strands on the F9F forged eye launching pendants from being struok 
by the sharp edges of the shuttle has proved satisfactory and has reduced 
considerably the use of bungee. Except for five pendants being lost in one 
day due to inadvertant use of overage bungee none have been lost during this 
period due to arrestor failures* It is recommended that CVA f s stock l$0O 
feet of fresh 3/U 11 bungee for the F9F forged eye launching pendants* Both 
catapults were available for all scheduled operations during this period, / 
Cable tensioner and whip dampener packings were changed after UOO shots due 
to excessive leakage* 

d. Arresting Gear 

\ 

The installation of a small jet blast deflector aft of #2 elevator 
provides protection to the barricade and barrier operator by dispersing the 
blast of aircraft being taxied onto the elevator during recoveries. The 
deflector is a fixed installation, set back far enough not to interfere vith 
operations and deflecting the blast over and around personnel in the port 
catwalk stations. 

Although frequent draining of arresting gear air Supply lines is 
accomplished, water condensation in exposed portions of these lines freezes. 
This problem has been solved to a satisfactory degree by lagging the lines with 
asbestos cloth, 

A total of 1375 arrested landings were made during the period, , There < 
were 7 jet barrier crashes and 3 prop barrier crashes, including 2 barricade 
engagements. 

Failure of a hook point on an F9F*5 aircraft resulted in the breakage 
of 0k and #8 cross deck pendants with resultant major damage to the aircraft and 
minor injuries to three personnel of 'the arresting gear division stationed' in 
the catwalks* To date, there have been four (h) hook point failures this 
cruise on jet aircraft. The Air Oroup has made recommendations to BUAER re- 
garding the redesign of the F9F-5 hook points* 

d* Maintenance , 

Due to the large number of tire changes, the aviation metal shop 
manufactured a tire bead breaking machine, which can also serve as a hydraulic 
press. Constructed of salvaged materials the machine consists of a heavy 
framework, a hydraulic hand pump and actuating cylinder and various size adapters 
which fit against the iire close to the rim. The beads are broken by the 
single action of the machine, 

\ 



Due to non-availability of a fork lift truck crane adapter, one 
Was manufactured. The crane adapter serves purposes including the installation 
and removal of Jet and propeller engines froiii aircraft and handling of bombs 
during replenishment. The adapter is quickly attached to the fork truck 
requiring only the removal of the forks and hanging the adapter in place 
since no securing devices ^re necessary. 

Operation of the oxygen-nitrogen system was satisfactory; however, 
difficulty was experienced in handling the flexible oxygen service hose 
during operations* All tbfc service outlets are on the port side of the ship} 
and in order to service planes on the starboard side, the use of a 200 foot 
length of hose is necessary* Handling this much hose, with planes, tractors, 
and bomb skids moving about the deck is dangerous; and caution is necessary 
to prevent damaging the hose* It is recommended that a hose reel be installed 
at the service outlets to facilitate break -out and return of the hose. 

The electronics shop installed an APU plug-in on the LeTourneau crash 
crane in order to provide easier starting during cold weather* This modification 
has proven very satisfactory. 

The use of an area in hangar bay #3 adjacent to the Aviation Metal 
Shop for tire mounting and stowage has proved necessary and desirable due to 
high tire usage of the F9F-5>. ' ' " } 

The present number of different type aircraft on board requires an 
excessive amount of special* tools and maintenance equipment which absorbs 
premium stowage space both in storerooms and hangar deck* The design and 
distribution of universal equipment and tools would help greatly in alleviating 
the problem* 

e* Ordnance and Gasoline 

The MK 1 bomb skid requires continual inspection and repair to the 
W n center-brace which prevents the bomb from slipping forward or aft while 
being hauled*. The Aviation Metal Shop has welded heavy steel stock rein- 
forcements across the lower section of the center W V H brace to remedy this 
fault. A skid similar to the MK 1 but with larger wheel and groved edge 
tires for rolling bombs over barrier and arresting gear cable would be an 
improvement over the present MK 1* f 

Napalm bombs, are normally made up on -the f light deck, however, \ 
under certain conditions, (i.e. high winds, rough seas) this is virtually V 
impossible* This problem was solved by dosing the fire doors between \ 
hangar bay #2 and #3 and pulling the blackout curtains aft of #3 aircraft \ 
elevator. Number 3 elevator was lowered and the napalm mixed on the lowered 
elevator. In this manner, proper ventilation was maintained and the work was 
accomplished much more rapidly in a sheltered position, and bombs were in a 
position to be taken immediately to the flight deck* 



# 



DECLASSIFIED 



* 




The present allowance of eight (8) hoisting bands of the Aero Vfk 
hoisting band for the 2,000# bomb is insufficient to meet present loading 
demands* Frequently thirteen (13) bombs and sometimes fifteen (1|>) are 
required for loading between recovery and next launch of the AD strike* 
This shortage of hoisting bands means only a part of the required number can 
be assembled and placed on bomb skids prior to loading time. 

Cooperation of the Fleet Tankers in sending the proper type coupling 
hose fitting has cut our "hook-up" time to about five (5) minutes. On the 
last replenishment day, 137>000 gallons of AVGAS was received from the 
"first line over" to "cast-off time" of two (2) hours and twenty (20) minutes. 
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From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via* (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(li) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period of 7 January 1953 through 11 February 



Ref s (a) OPNAV instruction 3U80.U 

End: (1) CVG-12 Action Report 7 January 1953 through 11 February 1953 

1„ In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of 
7 January 1953 through 11 February 1953 is hereby submitted* 



The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U) with Carrier Air Group 102 (redesignated Car- 
rier Air Group 12 on h February 1953) embarked, sortied from Yokosuka Harbor 
at 06581, 7 January 1953 and at 08221, 10 January 1953 joined Task Force 
77 in Area Tare, the Japan Sea. Commander Task Force 77 and Commander Car- 
rier Division THREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, was embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY 
FORGE (CVA-U5). 

Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R. P. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the 
U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 on 22 
January 1953. On 11 February 1953 the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) re- 
turned to the force with Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, 
USN, embarked and assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77. 

During the operating period other ships in company were the U.S.S. 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-U7), the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5), the U.S.S. MIS- 
SOURI (BB-63) with Commander SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, embarked, 
and various cruisers and screening destroyers, prior to departing Task 
Force 77 and Area Tare for Nagoya on 11 February 1953 Commander Carrier Divi- 
sion FIVE administration was shifted from the U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 
to the U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U). 



1953 



PART I 



COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES 




• DECLASSIFIED • 



During the period in the forward area, operations were conducted in ac- 
cordance with Commander Task Force 77 Operation Order 2-52. The Mission of 
the Force, in support to front line ground forces, interdiction of enemy move- 
ments and resupply over Northeast Korean supply lines and storage areas, 
destruction of enemy troops and air support of naval gunfire* 

PART II 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 

7 January 1953 

Sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 06581 enroute to the Korean Operating 
Area a Rendezvoused with the U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE-U99). Conducted joint flight 
operations with the Japan Air Defense Command. 

8 January 1953 

Enroute to the Korean Operating Area. Conducted afternoon flight oper- 
ations© 

9 January 1953 

Enroute to the Korean Operating Area, conducted AA firing practice. 
Conducted afternoon flight operations, 

10 January 1953 

Enroute to the Korean Operating Area, joined Task Force 77 at 08221 in 
the Korean Operating Area. SOPA and Commander Task Force 77, RADM A. SOUCEK 
USN, COMCARDIV 3, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5). Rendezvoused 
with Task Element 92.1 for replenishment. Replenished aviation gasoline 
and NFSO from the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (AO-27). 

11 January 1953 

Continued replenishment from Task Element 92.1. Replenished aviation 
gasoline and NFSO from the U.S.S. MlSPILLION (AO-105. Replenished ammunition 
from the U.S.S. VIRGO (AKA-20) and provisions from the U.S.S. GRAFFIAS (AF-29). 

12 January 1953 

Flight operations cancelled due to high seas and inclement weather, 

13 January 1953 

Flight operations cancelled due to continuing inclement weather. 

Ik January 1953 



Flight operations cancelled due to continuing inclement weather. 




15 January 19$3 



Conducted combat flight operations. 

16 January 19S3 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

17 January 19$3 

Conducted combat flight operations. 

18 January 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92.1 for replenishment. Received provisions 
and dry stores from the U.S f S, GRAFPTAS (AF-29). Replenished aviation gas- 
oline and NFSO from the U,S,S, CHEMUNG (AO-30). Received aviation stores from 
u ,he U*S r S* CHOURRE (ARV-1), Replenished ammunition from the U.S.S. VIRGO 

(AKA-20). 

20 January 1953 

ConrVarted combat flight operations. The U.S.S, KEARSARGE (CVA-33) with 
r iui; A. F. RICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV $ embarked, Joined Task Force 77/ 

21 January 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

22 January 19S3 

Conducted coirbat flight operations. RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, 
embarked in the U.S.S, KEARSARGE (CVA-33), assumed doramand of Task Force 77. 
The U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) with RADM A. SOUCEK, COMCARDIV 3, enbarked 
was detached and departed Task Force 77 « 

23 January 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises. 

2h January 19$3 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92.1. Replenished ammunition from the 
U.S.S* PARXCUTIN (AE-18), Replenished aviation gasoline and NFSO from the 
U.S.S. CHEMUNG (AO-30). Conducted AA firing exercises. v£i*t> 

25 January 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations, conducted AA firing exercises. 





26 January 1953 



Conducted combat flight operations* 

27 January 19S3 

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises* 

28 January 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises* 

29 January 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92.1 for replenishment. Replenished 
u(nx^:;lion from the U.S.S. PARA CUT IN (AE-29). Replenishment of ammunition 
war? ±?.sc ontinued due to heavy seas. Replenished NSFO and aviation gas- 
oline from the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (AO-29). 

30 January 1953 

Sofitr.nued replenishment from Task Element 92.1, Replenished ammunition 
he: u,S.S, PARaCUTIN (AE-29)* Conducted flight operations upon com- 
of replenishment. 

31 January 1953 

Conducted contoat flight operations. The U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-ltf) 
joined Task ForCe 77. 

1 February 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations. CDR J, C. MICHEEL, USN, Commanding 
Officer of VA-923 crashed in enemy territory while making an attack during 
a close air support mission. No evidence of survival was noted and CDR 
MICHEEL is listed as killed in action* 

2 February 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations, conducted AA firing exercises. LTJG 
B. L. IVES, USNR, VF-781, crashed landed in Wonsan Harbor after his F9F-5 
was hit by AA fire in the Wonsan area. LTJG IVES was rescued uninjured by 
the U.S.S. HAILEY (HD-556). 

3 February 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92.1 for replenishment. Received fresh 
and dry provisions from the U.S.S. GRAFFIAS (AF-29). Replenished ammunition 
from the U.S.S. VIRGO (AKA-20)* Replenished NFSO and aviation gasoline from 
the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (AO-27). 



k February 19$3 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

5 February 19$3 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

6 February 19$3 
Conducted combat flight operations, 

7 February 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92*1 for replenishment. Replenished am- 
iavn:.ticr: from the U.S.S. CHARA (AKA-58). Received aviation stores from the 

c;it>FSt?.E (ARV-1). Replenished NFSO and aviation gasoline from the 
Vj : 3 5, 1 ^CIMPAIC (AO-107). Conducted AA firing exercises. 

8 February 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

9 February 1953 
C v^dacted combat flight operations* 

10 February 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

11 February 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92*1 for replenishment. Replenished am- 
rviX>iition from the U.S.S. RAINIER (AE-5)* Received provisions and freight 
from the U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55)* Replenished NFSO and aviation gasoline from 
the U.S.S* GUADALUPE (AO-32)* The U.S.S. VALLEY FCRGE (CVA-U5) with RADM 
A. SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3, embarked, joined Task Force 77. RADM SOUCEK 
relieved RADM R* F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked in the U.S.S. KEARSARGE 
(CVA-33), as Commander task Force 77* The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U) was de- 
tached and departed Task Force 77 enroute to Nagqya, Japan. COMCARDIV FIVE 
shifted flag to ORISKANY. End of reporting period. 

PART III 

ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 

1* Enclosure (1) lists all aviation ammunition expended during the period 
covered by this report. 



2. Gunnery Department expenditures of training ammunition are as follows: 



5«/38 caliber projectile, Afi^Qj 
5»/38 caliber cartridge, SPW^ U 
3«/50 caliber, FCL (VT) (Non-frag) 




200 

200 




Non-flashless 



53U 



3* 3"/5o FCL, VTfused, non-fragmentation, steel case ammunition of various 
lots used in AA sleeve firings have given about 30 percent prematures at 
approximately arming range* Similar performance has been observed in the 
firing of other ships of this Task Force, Specific performance has been re- 
gularly reported to the Chief of Naval Operations in the Ammunition Per- 
formance Report, and will not be detailed here due to the non-operational 
nature of the ammunition involved, 



If i : *^.r -> u.- battle damage was sustained by the 0RISKANY during the current 

?c Damage inflicted on the enemy (see enclosure (!))♦ 

; c D*v?g'j inflicted on 0RISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (!))• 



1, Performance 
a Personnel 

During this period the average on board count was 27 23 1 2021 ship»s 
company; 63 marines; 17 SWU team and 62£ CVG 12. 

Critical shortages continued to exist in the following rates; MM, AD, 
AO, AA/AN, and SA/SN* These shortages have been covered under separate 
correspondence* 

♦The overall general performance and morale of all hands is still at 
a very high level, the regular delivery of mail, scheduled bingo games, movies 
a:ir* happy hours are considered as contributing factors* 

b« Training 

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the 
following: 

New classes organized 03 
Active classes at end of period 12 
Classroom hours held this period 313 



PART IV 



BATTLE DAMAGE 



PART V 



PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 
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Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 63 

Navy Training Courses (correspondence) ordered out 25 

USAFI texts checked out 20 

USAFI GED tests administered 30 

USAFI correspondence courses ordered 52 

USAFI end of course tests administered 09 

USAFI GED batteries ordered by men 37 

USAFI end of course tests ordered by men 03 

Enrollments in college extension c curses 0$ 
setters sent to civilian schools on behalf of men for 

counseling and placement purpo-sss 02 

Requests for service schools forwarded 03 

Number of examinations given in pay grade E-7 79 

';■.> Legal 

xb? legal office previously occupied the flag spaces on the 02 level* 
1^ a vL-a 'mc rui on of the ar rival of Coivnander Carrier Division FIVE and staff 
i, * ..s accessary to utilize a portion of the After Training Room on the 2nd 
ck as "egal office , 

d t Valfare and Recreation 

Vie jularly scheduled bingo games have been conducted at 1900 on 
W-cn >vsd.;yc and Saturdays of each veete. in the Crew^s messing compartments. 
H^p./ 'j..:ur3 have been conducted or replenishment days, using talent from 
snr'pj;*- ^c-aparj- and Air Group* The ship's band plays on Tuesday and Friday 
3ven\ngs in the Officers 1 Ward Room*, 

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by all hands. It carries a wide 
v?ri«ty of crafts, e.g. leathercraft. model planes, ships, sailboats, 

vr^ens, autos, etc, 

Tha Shipts Library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all — 

har.dso 

e* Religious Services 

Catholic services are held daily* Three (3) Masses are said on 
Sundays followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Special daily 
p-^ysrs are said for the safety of our pilots. 

Protestant Divine Services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings, 
and Vesper Services 1900. The Bible Class meets at 1930 on Wednesdays. 

Jewish Services are conducted on Firday evenings and on special 
days of religious significance on the Jewish calendar. 

Mormon Services are conducted at 1000 on Sundays. 



Christian Science study periods are observed on Sundays at 1100# 

The March of tine* fund raising appeal for Infantile Paralysis was 
conducted during the month of January* The sunt of $3,000*00 was donated* 

f. Public Information 

Public Information activities covered during the period of this 
report consisted of the follow-* ng. 

Number of Navy News Piofa^hes 20 
Number of hometown news .swies °™ 

rj-i^rfew* 1 m^ r 4 md h%pv$8$ (by mail) ii 

IJumber of still pictures released ' ±0$ 

Name and affiliation of all civilian correspondents embarked: 

Mack R. Johnson > N^w YcrV: Herald Tribune 

'ir. Ca, -oalties 

£o ohip*s Company 

itfr. sMp-s company casualties occurred other than minor injuries during 

J r ?vo— lin^; n >riod. 

c, Ur Group 12* (See endoi-re (l))f 

PilRT VI 
COMMENTS 

" t C ommuni ca tio n s 

Communications during this period were considered satisfactory* 
All communication personnel gained considerable experience during the 
previous two trips on the line and therefore operated more efficiently* 

The tendency of using precedence of "OP" and "0" indiscriminately 
could lead to a major weakness in communications* It has been noted that 
hone of the traffic bearing this precedence consists of suiranaries of past 
r.c.,:lcn and othar subject matter, which apparently does not warrant such 
ir^fcaov* Considering the general inexperience of Communication Offic^ 
: :3 rsonne 1 and with the cryptographic facilities available on urgent dis- 
patch dealing with an on-the-spot tactical situation might easily be 
overlooked for twenty to thirty minutes while that time is spent decoding 
an "OP" intelligence summary for a preceding day. 

The following statistics are indicative of the conanunication aspects 
of the operation; 




DECLASSE 



Transmitted on UHF Ratt Ut-^"— ' UU8 

Received on UHF Ratt 1,7U3 

Relayed on various circuits other than UHF Ratt 15 

Outgoing from , ship 1,1U2 

Received on B32 7,17ii 

Received on George Fox 8,030 

Relayed on UHF Ratt 5Il2 

Total faaesa^a handled 19 # X87 



PflBT VI 



Messages either addressed \,c .,r from the U.S.S. 

OFtfSKANY (included in ab-..v^ cyunt) 
T^-3 n . classified messages -ow^chig 
;? -A classified messages Incoming 

MESSAGES RATLIIB ON SIGNAL BRIDGE 

rota*, messages incoming 

Total*, messages outgoing 

tfc-tal flashing light messages incoming 

f^t-x. fishing light messages outgoing 

Clancy messages incoming 

"J&nsy messages outgoi ng 
" ■^■Jtaphore messages incov.i^g 
jvtu.1 Semaphore messages outgo 



2,083 
178 (22350 groups) 
U30 (83723 groups) 



325 (6865 groups) 
293 (U667 groups) 
291 (5968 groups) 
233 (3608 groups) 
31 (81i7 groups) 
55 (9h2 groups) 
3 (50 groups) 
5 (117 groups) 



The following statistics of £cn\j£l activities are considered to be 
of general interest? 



Registered mail received 
Registered mail outgoing 
Insured mail received 
Insured mail dispatched 
Money orders issued 
Money orders cashed 
Amount of Money Order business 
Air mail received - 30 sacks • 
Air mail dispatched - 10 sacks 
First class mail received 
First class mail dispatched 
Parcel post received 
Parcel Post dispatched 

2 m Air Intelligence 



328 pieces 
239 piecea 
U5l pieces 
llU pieces 
1,292 
93 

conducted £S8,8l8 # 36 
25 pouches (approx. 110,000 letters ) # 
- hi pouches (approx. 11U,000 letters), 

8 pouches 
15 pouches 
315 sacks 
118 sacks 



As an aid to photo interpretation, an atlas of 1:56,000 AMS maps of Korea 
was prepared during this period* A continuous plot of (1) confirmed flak and 




coastal defense positions, (2) CTP 77 designated targets, and \3) suspect 
areas such as possible radar sites and enemy troop dispositions is main- 
tained on these maps. The compilation of this information formed the basis 
for a more comprehensive method of photo interpretation than had previously 
been employed by this carrier. By ch^citiftg daily photo coverage -against 
the atlas, it was possible to eliminate duplicate reports of already design- 
ated targets, substituting a surveillance instead* Instead of blindly 
reporting flak, it was possible to give recently abandoned flak positions *n 
inactive *ta*us as well as to report the existing AA» 

In preparing PI Flak Stadias, the actual photo coverage was plotted on 

the chart in addition to the flck positions* 

3» Photography 

Tnr iT"j7Dcr of photographic ik ^onnel assigned for this period was 15> # 
Thxv figave includes ora V^rrsat , ; :.-ao AFC, and eight rated men • The above 
iranle? of personnel is tie ♦iirJ.ru.i requirement for efficient operation of the 
p'hoic lab* 

Laboratory production increased considerably* Print totals the period 

Fere ;.^ ? 1«8 °xlc v inch, 3,7h2 9<iy inch and 6 $ $h9 8x10 inch target photos 

for b ■; 5r:r, :n \ 

T'lt^r 3 ii ci critical neea f >r a qualified camera repairman on ships operating 
in tr;. f jrwrd- area due to n-Tr : .rc x camera and equipment failures caused by 
cnnfi.rt use. It is again recoil iidod that the present personnel allowance 
"?itit be revised to include one canera repairman. 

h* Medical Department 

The medical department supplies and equipment continues to be adequate. 
No supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the reporting period* 

a* Medical evaluation of Air Group and Ship's Company* During this period 
there has been no reliable statistical difference in the incident of disease, 
of injury, or of death that may in any way be correlated with or explained by 
the length of the time spent on the line. Operationally, the officers and 
men have continued to improve their performance as judged by such factors as 
the handling of ammunition and supplies on the replenishment days, decrease 
in launch and recovery intervals, ratio of accidents to landings, etc* If 
opinions may be permitted to replace the above mentioned facts, it is felt 
that this exceptionally creditable performance has been gained at the expense 
of a mild increase in psychic tension and anxiety, 

b* Medical Department Statistics Summary Air Group and Ship's Company* 




/ r, 
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period 


1st 


2nd 


3rd 


Admitted tn sirk Tist 


190 


226 








111 

XXJ. 


111 
xu 
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Minor inluries treated 


200 
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3 






Venereal diseases and non-specific urethritis 


58 


117 


179 


Gonorrhea 


7 


n 


23 


Chancroid 


1U 


IB 


20 


Non-specific urethritis followed sexual exposure 


37 


88 


136 . 



c# Medical Statistical Summary Air Group pilots and Crewmen, 



Planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed not recovered 1 
i'lanee lost, pilot not recovered 1 
planes lost, operational, pilot recovered, minor injuries 

1 

Planes lost, operational, crewmen recovered uninjured 



Planes damaged, enemy action, crewmen injured 
Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured 
Pilot temporarily grounded for medical reasons 15 
Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation 



Average number days pilot grounded 2.U 
Crewmen grounded for medical reasons 



1 








2U 



U.2 





1 








25 





7.2* 

1 



*This does not reflect the true health of our pilots because two are on the 
grounded list because of fractures involving the lower extremity and a third pilot 
was grounded for sinusitis over a month ago, shortly thereafter he departed on 
an emergency leave and has not yet returned. 

On 1 February 1953, Commander J.C. MICHEEL, USN, Commanding Officer of 
Attack Squadron 923, was killed in. fiction while leading a strike on an enemy 
target near Ando-ri, Korea. It is presumed that his aircraft was hit by anti- 
aircraft fire. 

5. Supply Department 



a. Avial!4?on Store* - After thirty -four days operation no aircraft are 
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grounded for lack of spare parts. During this period only six items were 
requested on an ACOG basis* These items were received from other units of 
the fprce* A .total of 3021 items were requested and 2960 (97*9^) were issued 
from shipboard stocks. 

The following chart indicated the degree of supply support received 
during this period from the U.S.S, £H0URRE (ARV-1): " 

REGN PRIORITY ITEMS REQUESTED ITEMS RECEIVED % 

A 

B 26 8 32.5 

C 570 359 62.9 

b* General Stores - Replenishment difficulties were experienced in the 
following: lumber (for repair of bonib skids), helium (requistions were only 
$0% filled), masking tape and lamps Gl7-L<-U5il (not carried by supply ships)* 

Replenishment problems centering around the below listed directives 
will be encountered by ships deployed to the forward area and can be al- 
leviated and anticipated somewhat by obtaining these directives as far in 
advance of deployment as possible, 

(1) Commander Service Division Thirty One 
Staff Supply Boarding Bulletin 

(2) Fleet Activities Yokosuka Supply Department 
(Now NSD Yokosuka) Logistics Bulletin 

(3) Mission of NSD Yokosuka, Japan 

o» Ship's Store and C&SS - Overall ship's store stock is very low with a 
general replenishment required* No major replenishment of stock carried 
has been made since leaving San Diego, lf> September 19$2* Major replenish- 
ment source for ship'? r.tore stock is the U.S.S. CASTCR (AKS-1) which can 
furnish standard items such as cigarettes and soap. Transfers of limited 
quantities of cigarettes, ice cream topping, etc. are possible while underway* 

Clothing and small stores stock is also low with a major replenishment 
required. No major replenishment has been possible since the U.S.S. CASTCR' 
(AKS-1) is limited in number and quantity of items carried. Heavy sales 
have been noted in black socks, large towels and combs* 

d* Commissary - Diiring the period of this report the U.S.S. ORISKAMY 
(CVA-3U) received approximately 2k0 tons of fresh, frozen and dry provisions 
from the U.S.S GRAFIAS (AF-29),;and the U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-#)* Approximately 
83 percent of the material requisitioned was received* Shortages exist in 
the below listed items t 
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Grapefruit, fresh 
Tomatoes, fresh 
Tomatoes, tnd 
Lettu«e # . fresh 
pears, fresh 



potatoes, dehy 
Potatoes, sweet 
Eggs, pwdrd 
hominy, tnd 
crackers, saltine 



e. Disbursing - It was found that the new form required for addres- 
sograph plates, requiring five lines per plate, could not be cut with the 
standard Graphotype Embossing Machine , The ship's machine shop desigr^d, 
produced and installed two ratchet gears Which allowed the proper spacing 
to be made # 



f# Replenishment Underway - During the period covered by this report 
the U.S.S. ORISKANY replenished from the U.S,S. ALUDRA (AF-55) and tte U.S.S, 
GRAFIAS (AF-29) four times. An average of 60 tons per hour were transferred 
with an average time alongside of one hour. The replenishment of 19 January 
1953 only 35 tons per hour were received because of mechanical trouble with 
the winches and the transfer of mail and personnel by hand operated high line. 

Aviation Stores replenishment from the U,S*S. CHOURRE (ARV-1) on 7 
February 1953 was negligible. Time alongside was 9 minutesj 2 cargo nets of 
stores were received and 2 cargo nets of Class 265 material were offloaded, 

6, Gunnery Department 

COMAIRPAC Instruction 8010,2 of 25 September 1952 cautions Commanding Officers 
to consider safety before speed in ammunition replenishment at sea. Replenish- 
ments on board the ORISKANY have at all times been so controlled as to permit 
time-saving steps only when personnel training and experience indicate that no 
hazard accompanies these steps. As a result the rearming operations have been 
speeded without increasing the potential hazard. There have been no causalties 
to date. 



All six rearming operations during this period included a normally varied 
load from 2000 lb GP bombs to ,50 caliber cartridges and primer-detonators, 
averaging 270 gross tons. The theoretical rate (including deductions from time 
for breakdowns etc,) averages 110 tons per hour. The more practical actual 
rate (using total time from first line to break-off) averages 97 tons per hour, 
With the able assistance of the U.S.S. ^ARICUTIN (AE-18) 328 tons (not especially 
planned for speed) was received at a theoretical rate of lU8#8 tons per hour 
and an actual rate of 113.9 tons per hcur, ' 

It is felt that the foregoing figures, which are based on a 
large operational replenishment of two to three hours, are fairly indicative 
of replenishment capabilities of the CVA-3U type carrier using present type 
winches. 



Two operations with the VIRGO have revealed a diaWnet time-saving measure 
which involves no change in safety* Actual rates with VIRGO have been 95 and 



102 tons per hour and theoretical rate 100 and 112 tons per hour* VIBGO 
distributes the load so thrt all three loading stations are in full operation 
throughout the alongside period* During ammunition replenishments with other 
vessels the No* 3 station (frame 72) is idle for the last on^ or two hours # 

For the purpose of uniform employment of the crew, the order of replenish- 
ments should be arranged to preclude the peak caused by commencing re-arming 
when provisioning parties are still involved in clearing the hangar deck^ and 
vice-versa* A "mopping up" period could be easily provided by scheduling re- 
fueling between re-arming and re-provisioning. Tot reasons of safety to pre- 
clude the handling of fuel and explosives concurrently, the most desirable 
order would be re -provision, re -fuel, and re -arm* 

Frovisiooiag has likewise been accomplished at high delivery rates with x 
the peak performance being obtained on 11 February 1953 when 6iu3 tons of 
stores were brought on board from U.S,S« ALUDRA (AF-55) in UO minutes time 
from first load to last load. The more practical actual rate (time from first 
load to break-off) averages 69,5 tons per hour. One load was received on board 
an average of each 30 seconds as against prior averages of a load each minute. 

This entire operation was a first time event on board this ship in that five 
stations were employed* A housefall rig was used at stations 1 and U, a double 
housefall at station 2 and a modified housefall at station 3« This method should 
insiare continuing improvement in the total time spent taking provisions oii board, 

7o Air Department 

General - All Air Department functions were carried out in a normal manner 
despite several periods of inclement weather, accompanied by snow and ice # 
Foul weather clothing for exposed personnel proved adequate for temperatures 
as low as 7°F». However, there is a need for an improved glove which will allow 
presonnel full use of their hands and still prevent injury from frost bite and 
contact with cold metal. The sub-freezing temperatures did not seriously hamper 
the availability or operation of auxiliary power units, Jeep starters and tractors 
as these units were spotted and serviced on the hangar deck and brought to the 
flight deck only as needed. Catapults and arresting gear machinery continued 
to function normally, although inspections have disclosed wear to machinery* 
Shortage of personnel exist and will be even more noted during the next period on 
the line due to a loss of twenty-four (2h) men on arrival in Yokosuka* A total 
of four hundred forty-eight (kkQ) remain in the Air Department, 

a* Aircraft Handling 

Freezing salt spray and rsin caused an additional hazard in taxiing 
planes on and off the deck edge elevator. Rock salt, followed by a wash down 
with a salt water fire hose helped remove accumulated ice but the wet surface 
still offers insufficient traction. The use of fire hoses to remove wet snow 
and slush from the flight deck in temperatures above 28°F, appears to be the 








fastest method, however, it is not recommended for lower temperatures due to 
the probability of creating a more hazardous layer of clear ice. Several 
experiments with steam and salt water met with little success due to lack of 
suitable steam outlets. Rock salt, snow plows, snow brushes, and ice scrapers 
proved adequate in the removal of ice and anow when temperatures dropped below 
28 F* It was also noticeable that ice and snow conditions had little effect 
on availability apd operation of jet type aircraft. When temperatures dropped . 
below the 20»s, VAN and VAW type aircraft were spotted on the hangar deck until 
an hour or so before the pre -dawn launch and theft brought to the flight deck 
for a pre -flight turn up # When time permitted, a plane captain turn up of all 
propeller types was made prior to pilots manning planes* 

The nmbarked Corsair squadron has reduced wing fold mechanism failures by 
leaving jury struts on until after the chip has turned to launching course. All 
conventional type aircraft idle engines on order from Primary Fly to permit 
removal of jury struts just nrior to launch* Only one (1) failure has been 
reported during this period and that one was believed to have been due to an 
improperly secured jury strut. 

The breakage rate of the aluminum casting towing lugs on the F9F 
reverse towing bar (previously reported) has been reduced by fabrication 
of replacement lugs from ^« or ^" flat stock. The adc'ed weight to the tow bar 
is compensated for by the additional strength* 

b* Catapults 



Availability of both catapults was good despite mounting maintenance 
problems. An fUU bridle failure during night catapults from the starboard 
catapult resulted in a partial run away shot. Damage to the catapult was 
slight and repairs were completed in three hours. The pilot was able to ground 
loop his aircraft to a stop on the bow. The only damage to the aircraft was 
caused when the propeller struck the bridle* 

Two cable whip damper cylinders on the port catapult had to be replaced. 
The former cylinders required change of packing evciy twenty (20) to seventy (70) 
shots. Crosshead retrieving sheaves on both machines have developed squeals 
and have required extra work and lubrication to remain in commission* One or. 
more sheaves will probably require replacement soon. 

During this period, a total of one thousand one hundred sixty -six (11 66) 
aircraft were catapulted as follows t 



Port 



Starboard 



Bridles Expended 



h2 AD 
3U F2H 
15 FliU 
508 F9F 



18 AD 
h3 F2H 
27 FiiU 
U77 F9F 

2 TBM 



6 
3 

11 
U 




IS 



i5 



• DECLASSIFIED • 



Average aircraft weight was nineteen thousand (19,000) pounds, thirty-six (36) 
knots average wind and twenty-seven hundred (27^0) PSI average pressure* 

c. Arresting Gear 

There was a total of one thousand nine hundred seventy (1970) landings 
during this period of which one thousand fifty-£our (10$h) were jets and nine 
hundred sixteen (916) were conventional type* Average wind across the deck was 
thirty-five (35) knots and the average pull out was one hundred nine (109) feet 
for the propellers and one hundred twenty-three and five tenths (123»5) feet 
for the jets. 

There were eleven (11) barrier and/or barricade engagements* Of these, 
six (6) were jet aircraft and five (5) were conventional types. Three (3) of 
the engagements occured at night. One (1) night crash involved an ADUW which 
engaged the barriers due to collapse of hook and tail wheel. Upon engagement 
with the barrier the ADUW flipped over on it's back. Two (2) of the crew members 
escaped immediately but the pilot was trapped in the cockpit uninjured. Repair 
8 personnel quickly extinguished a fire which started in the engine nacelle and 
the pilot was helped from the plane shortly afterwards. The crash crane aiddd 
by manpower was used to lift and slide the aircraft sufficiently to spot it on the 
deck edge elevator where it was left until after the scheduled night recovery. 
It ma^ be of interest to note that the crash crane was not capable of completely 
lifting the ADUw aircraft. Due to lack of space on the hangar deck and the 
problem of attempting to right the crashed aircraft in darkness, it was removed 
from the deck edge elevator and spotted forward of the island after completion of 
the night recovery. Routine operations were conducted throughout the next day 
and night; and on the following day, while the ship was replenishing, the plane 
was righted and taken to Hangar Bay #3» Portable lights covered with red lenses 
were utilised by the Repair 8 crew while working with the night crashes. 

This ship has experienced several instances of unnecessary delays during 
jet recoveries caused by the pilot coming out of the gear fast and applying 
hard brakes in the barrier/barricade area. This practice resulted in breaking 
the shear pins of the barrier and barricade. 

There is a critical shortage of barricade shear pins. This ship is now 
using its last twelve (12) pins but fortunately a useable substitute has been : 
found in the safety pins removed from the AN-M230 hydrostatic fuses used in 
aviation depth bombs. 

d. Maintenance 

At the end of this period, there were eigh^ (8) non-flyable duds spotted 
in hangar bay and two (2) in hangar bay #2. The practice of removing wings 
and tails surfaces from such aircraft has continued to allieviate the space 
problem for maintenace of aircraft in both bays. 

Several hydraulic wing jacks were out of commision due to lack of »o tt 
ring seals used to prevent leakage of hydraulic fluid from the top and bottom 
of the pump casing which acts as a fluid reservoir. The aviation metal shop 
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returned these jacks to service by mounting a small hydraulic fluid tank to the 
outside of the casing and piping the fluid from the tank directly to the pump. 

The standard tow bar hitch found on most plane handling tractors will 
not accommodate all tow bars and is difficult to release when under tension. 
These deficiencies were .corrected by designing a hitch consisting of three 
pieces of steel plate welded horizontally to the rear of the tractor with a 
steel pin through the center of the plates. Bead welding around the pin be- 
tween the too and middle plates prevents the pin from dropping through the hole 
in the plates. A small ring attached to the top of the pin facilitates lifting . 
for removal or attachment of the tow bar between the middle and lower plate, 

e. Gasoline and ordnance 

This ship uses the six (6) inch quick disconnect Robb coupling for 
refueling at sea. Hook up time has been reduced to an average of four minutes, 
however, this time could be reduced to a matter of seconds if the tankers were 
equipped with the male part of the Robb coupling. The main problem of hooking 
up in rough seas is holding the flange end of the tanker's hose stea<fcr during 
the removal of the blank flange and attachment of the male fitting* 

Shortly after the start of this period, many of the jet aircraft were 
found to have water with a saline content in their gas tanks. Immediate and 
exhaustive tests were conducted on the ship's gasoline systems but no trace 
of water could be found. The only difference in operating procedures for this 
period was the addition of alcohol in the aircraft tanks for the purpose of 
preventing auto acceleration. Tests were performed on samples of gasoline 
mixed with alcohol and it was found that a residue of water resulted. Oil has 
now been substituted for alcohol at tho ratio of about Eighteen (18) parts of 
oil to one thousand (1000) parts of gasoline and no further difficulty has been 
expierenced # 

Congestion on the third deck in the vicinity of the bomb magazines has 
been considerably reduced by installing the fins on 1QQ#, 250#, and fragmentation 
bombs prior to storing in the magazine. Finning is accomplished on the hangar 
deck during ammunition replenishment, 

8, Engineering Department 

a. Casualties: 

(1) No major damage was sustained from any cause. 

(2) The following minor damage was sustained during routine operations* 
MTE DESCRIPTION CAUSE 

7 Jan~llFeb Miner damage to Flight deck Aircraft landing 
involving approximately 
l£00 linear feet. 



9-10 Jan 



Torn loose and lost 
overboard: 



Storm 



# • 

6 ~ 3 u /$0 Rea^r Service 
Lockers 



1 - 3 "/SO Ready Service 
Locker. 

Cracks in stiffeners for 
gun sponsoon Frame G. 
Shell casing guards Frame 
E. 01 level torn loose. 

2 Protective clothing lockers 
damaged Frame 1-01 level. 
Gasoline line 02 level Frame 
1 to 1$ ruptured. 

Director 31, Frame E 02 level 
damaged* 

Mt. 33: 5" crack at Main Deck 
level, Frame 79 on spqnsoon 
Mt. 37: 5" crack at Main Deck 
level, Frame 111 on sponsoon. 
Other minor cracks where expan- 
sion joints meet skin of ship 
and deck* 



11-12-13 Jan Damaged equipment 



Boat Boom stowage bracket 
twisted Frame 69 port Main 
Deck. 

Steam heat line froze and 
ruptured frame 25 Port 02 
deck. 

(1) Steam heating system pre- 
heater frozen and ruptured. 
Double life raft stowage cradle 
and two life floats carried awa; 
Frame 115, Main Deck. 



Storm 



Storm 



b. Rg commendations 



(1) None 



c. Steaming Data: 




7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2ii00) 
7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2U0O) 



7 J^n - 11 Feb 1953 (2U00) 




DECLASSIFIED 



Fuel Oil Consumed (Underway) - 2, 170, 968 

7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (21*00) 

Fuel Consumed (Anchored) - None 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2li00) 

Average Speed - l5.h knots 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2U00) 

Hours Underway - 881 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2U00) 

d. Fueling: 

(1) During the period 7 January thru 11 February, the USS ORISKANY 
fueled destroyers on two (2) occasions at an average rate of 106,000 gallons 
per hour. The USS ORISKANY refueled from tankers eight (8) times during 
this period at an average rate of 168,000 gallons per .hour* 

/ I (' , 



(30URTNEY 



URTNEY/SHANDS 



Copies to j 
CNO (2) Advance 

CT3CPACFLT (?) Advance ^ 
GINCBL CFLT EVALUATION GROUP 
COMNAVFE (1) Advance 
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance 
CTF-77 (1) Advance 
COMCARDIV 1 
COMCARDIV 3 
COMCARDIV £ 
/OMAIRPAC (10) 
VCOMSERVPAC 
COMFAIRJAPAN 
COMFAIRALAMEDA 
COMFAIRQUONSET 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 
NLO JOC KOREA 
USS BOXER (CVA-21) 
USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) 
USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U?) 
USS PHILLIPINE SEA (CVA-U7) 
USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 
USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 
USS WASP (CVA-18) 

USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10) ~® ?T SEX (CVA " 9 > 

CVG 2 CVG 11 

CVG 5 CVG 15 

rvr 7 CVG 19 

CVG 9 CVG 101 

CVG 9 CVG 12 

ATG 2 (S) 
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• 0§WNflRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS! 
8I6USSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
BOB OIR 5200.10 



From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via : (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fledt 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(k) Commander in Chief, U.S. pacific Fleet 

Sub;}: Action Report for the period 1 March 1953 through 29 March 1953 
Ref : (a) OPNAV Instruction 3U80.U 

End: (1) CVG-12 Action Report 1 March 1953 through 29 March 1953 - ^ & V 

1, In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of 1 
March 1953 through 29 March 1953 is hereby submitted* 



The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3h) with Commander carrier Division FIVE and 
Commander Air Group TWELVE embarked, sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 0655l, 
1 March 1953 and at 12l5l, k March 1953 joined Task Force 77 in Area Sugar, 
the japan Sea, Commander Task Force 77 and Commandfer Carrier Division THREE, 
RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, was embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5). 

Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, embarked in the 
U.S.S, ORISKANY (CVA-3U), assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 on 15 
March 1953 • On 29 March 1953 the U.S.S. VALIEY FORGE (CVA-U5) returned to 
the force with Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, 
embarked and assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 ♦ 

During the operating period other ships in company were the U.S.S. 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-li7), the U.S.S, VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5), the U.S.S, 
PRINCETON (CVA-37), the U.S.S. MISSOURI (HB-63) with Commander SEVENTH 
Fleet, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, embarked and various cruisers and screening 
destroyers. 



PART I 



COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 



The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U) was detached on 29 March 1953 from Task 
Force 77 and proceeded to Hong Kong, B,C.C. for upkeep and maintenance. 



CHRONOLOGICAL ORDEff OF EVENTS j^j^gC J p J gQ* 

1 March 1953 

Sortied from Yokosuka Harbor, Japfin at 06551 enroute to the Korean 
operating area. RADM R* F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, fcftbatfked. 

2 March 1953 

Enroute to Korean operating area* Coaducted AA firing exercise s* The 
U f S. S* OWEN (DD-536) joined and assumed screening station. Conducted 
refresher flight operations* 

3 March 1953 



Enroute to Korean operating area* Conducted refresher flight operations. 



U March 1953 



Enroute to Korean operating area. Rendezvoused with the U. S» S* MOUNT 
BAKER (AE-U) for replenishment, joined Task Force 77 in the Korean operating 
area* RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, CGMCARDIV 3, and Commander Task Force 77> 
embarked in the U. S* S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5)* Conducted combat flight 
operations* 



5 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations* 



6 March 1953 



Conducted combat flight operations. At l5U3l> LT E. L. KUMMER, USNR, VF-12U 
FUu pilot landed aboard with one hung 250 lb. general purpose bomb. The bomb 
dislodged, and after several bounces, exploded on the number three elevator 
causing major damage. Two enlisted men died of injuries and thirteen others, 
including LT KUMMER, were injured* Wing tip tanks of two F9F aircraft parked 
in Hangar Bay Two were punctured and the bay had to be isolated due to the fire 
hazard of the leaking gasoline* All further flight operations for the day were 
cancelled due to inoperative flight deck* 



7 March 1953 



Rendezvoused with Task Element 92*5 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO 
and aviation gasoline from the U. S. S. MANATEE (AO-58). Replenished ammunition 
from the U # S. S. FIREERAKE (AE-lU). Conducted AA firing exercises* All bomb 
damage repair was completed and the ship reported its status as tt fully operational" 
at lUl2l to Commander Task Force 77 . 



8 March 1953 



Conducted combat flight operations. 



9 March 1953 



Conducted combat flight operation^* 

10 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

11 March 195? 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92«1 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO 
and aviation gasoline from the If.S.S, NARASOTA (AO-106), Replenished ammuni- 
tion from the U.S.S. FIREDRAKE (AE-lU). Ammunition replenishment was dis- 
continued due to rough seas and high winds* 

12 March 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 95*1 to complete replenishment. Re- 
plenished ammunition from the U*S.S. FIREDRAKE (AE-lU)« 

13 March 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations. ENS D# 
ditched his AD in Wonsan Harbor after being hit 
PLACE was rescued uninjured by helicopter. The 
joined Task Force 77* 

lh March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

15 March 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92.5 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO 
and aviation gasoline from the U,S # S. MVASOTA (AO-106). Replenished am- 
munition from the U.S.S. MOUNT BAKER (AE-U). Received provisions from the 
U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55). RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked aboard 
the U.S.S. ORISKANY, relieved RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3, as Commander 
Task Force 77. The U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, COM- 
CARDIV 3 embarked, was detached and departed Task Force 77. 

16 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

17 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

18 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 



3. PLACE, USHR, VA-125, 
by enemy AA fire* ENS 
U.S.S* PRINCETON (CVA-37) 




Rendezvoused with Task Element 92.1 for replenishment. Replenished am- 
munition from the U.S.S. RAINIER (AE-5)* Replenished NSFO and aviation gas- 
oline from the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (AO-27). Conducted AA firing exercises, 

20 Marbh 1£53 

Flight operations cancelled due inclement weather. The U.3.S. PHIL- 
IPPINE SEA (CVA-U7), joined Task Force 77* 

21 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

22 March 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations* LTJG R. N* MEW, US'K, VF-122, F9F-5 
pilot, crashed into the sea immediately after being catapulted* The air- 
craft exploded upon contact and immediately sank. LTJG MEW was not re- 
covered* Cause of the accident is not known* 

23 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations, 

2h March 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92*1 for replenishment. Replenished am- 
munition from the U.S.S. VIRGO (AKA-20)* Replenished NSFO and aviation gas- 
oline from the U.S.S. GUADALUPE (AO-32)* Conducted AA firing exercise s # 

25 March 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations* The U.S. 3. SAINT PAUL (CA-73), 
RADM H. SANDERS, USN, COMCRUDIV 1 embarked, joined Task Force 77* 

26 March 1953 

Flight operations were cancelled due to rough seas and high winds* 

27 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations* 

28 March 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations* 





29 March 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92*5 for replenishment, Replenished am- 
munition from the U.S.S, FIREDRAKE (AE-lU). Replenished NSFO and aviation 
gasoline from the U.S.S. GUADALUPE (AO-32). Received provisions from the 
U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55). The U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5), RADM A t SOUCEK, USH, 
COMCARDIV 3 embarked, joined Task Force 7?. RADM A, SOUCEK, USH, relieved 
RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5 as Commander Task Force 77» The U.S.S. 
ORISKANY (CVA-3U) was detached from Task Force 77 and ordered to proceed to 
Hong Kong, B.C,C. for a period of upkeep and recreation. End of reporting 
period* 

PART III 
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 

1. Enclosure (1) lists all ammunition expended by aircraft during the 
reporting period, 

2. Gunnery Department expenditures of training ammunition were as follows: 

5 ,! /38 caliber projectile, AAC 160 

5»/38 caliber projectile, FCL (VT) 18 ^ 

5»/38 caliber projectile, FC. (VT) (non-frag) 7 

5 ,f /38 caliber cartridge, SPUN 185 

3»/50 caliber, FCL (VT) 321 

3»/50 caliber, FCL (VT) (non-frag) 331 

PART IV 
BATTLE DAMAGE 

1. Ship. No battle damage was sustained by enemy action by the ORISKANY 
during the current period, 

2, Damage inflicted on the enemy, (See enclosure (!))• 

3» Damage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft. (See enclosure (1)). 

PART V 

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 

1, Performance, 
a, personnel. 

During the period of this report morale and personnel performance has 
been excellent. During this period the average on board count of enlisted 
men was 27k3j i.e., 19U8 ship's company; 62 marines; 17 SWU team; 6Ul Air 
Group TWELVE and 75 staff COMCARDIV 5. 



Critical shortages exist in the following rates: MM, EM, AD, AL, 

AO, and AE« 

During the period of this report there were fifty-four ($h) trans* 
fers and four (U) receipts* 



tu Training. 

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the 
following: 



New classes organized 5 

Active classes at the end of period 9 
Number of class hours held during period 121 

Number of Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 81 
Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence) ordered 86 

Number of USAFI tests checked out 35 
Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence) completed 52 

Number of USAFI Correspondence Courses ordered 2l± 

Number of batteries of USAFI GED tests administered 20 

Number of USAFI End -of -Course tests administered 5 

Number of USAFI GED tests batteries ordered 20 

Number of enrollments in College Extension Courses 

Number of USAFI End-of -Course tests ordered 2 
Number of letters sent to civilian schools on behalf 

of men for counseling and placement purposes 2 

Number of requests for service schools forwarded $0 



c. Legal. 

As compared with prior periods during and immediately following a stay 
in port, the number of offenses ashore increased noticeably* Most of the cases 
were quickly disposed of by non- judicial punishment or courts -martial. 

Aside from disciplinary matters, a total of four (U) incidents re- 
quired processing by fact finding bodies—three boards of investigation and 
one court of inquiry. It became necessary to utilize, on a round-the-clock 
basis, clerical personnel in addition to those assigned to the legal office, 

d, Welfare and Recreation, 

Regularly scheduled Bingo games have been conducted at 1900 on Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays of each week in the crew's messing compar tments for 
all hands, Happy hours have been conducted on replenishment days, using 
talent from ship's company and the Air Group • The ship's band plays on 
Tuesday and Friday evenings in the officer's ward room. 

The hobby shop is open daily for the use of all hands. It carried 
a wide variety of crafts, i.e», leathercraft, model planes, ships, sail boats, 
wagons, autos, etc.. 



The ship's library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands. 

The Charity Committee has conducted special raffles and bingo parties 
for the purpose of raising funds for the }iarch of Dimes, Netherlands Flood 
Relief, Red Cross, and the two (2) amputees who lost arms as a result of a 
bomb explosion on 6 March 1953* 

March of Dimes $3*000*00 

Netherlands Flood 350.00 

Amputee Fund 2,1*00.00 

American Red cross 3>000.00 

pingo parties and raffles have provided "on-the-line» recreation for all hands 
and are serving both morale and charity* 

e. Religious Services. 

Catholic services are held daily. Three (3) masses are said on Sun- 
days followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Special daily prayers 
are said for the safety of our pilots* The Rosary, Novena, and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament are held daily* 

Protestant divine services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings 
and Vesper services at 1900. The Bible Class meets at 1930 on Wednesdays. 
Memorial services were conducted for LTJG R.N. MEW, Fighter Squadron ONE 
HUNDRED TWENTY -TWO, on 30 March 1953. LTJG MEW lost his life while on a 
combat mission against the eneny* 

Jewish services are conducted on Friday evenings and on special days 
of religious significance on the Jewish calendar. 

Mormon services are conducted at 1000 on Sundays. 

Christian Science study periods are observed on Sundays at 1100. 

f. Public Information Office. 

The Public Information Office releases covered by this period are as 

follows • 

16 Navy news dispatches (by radio) 

6 News feature stories (by mail) 
57 News photo releases (by mail) 
1 Magazine article submitted 
1570 Hometown news stories (FH1NC) 
2k Hometown photographs (FHTOC) 
5 Radio newscasts (internal) 
59 Letters from Commanding Officer 

Motion picture footage (bomb explosion) 



? 
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g. The following is a list of news correspondents who visited the 
ship during the period: 



h. Distinguished visitors that visited the ships 



Adlai Stevenson (and party) 

LT. GEN. Maxwell D. Taylor (EIGTH Army Commander) 
Harry Henshel (chairman, Armed Forces Div #> Jewish Welfare 



i« Air Group 12 (See enclosure (1)). 

2. Casualties. 

a. Shipts Company. 

On 6 March 1953 a Corsair landed aboard with a hung 2$0 pound general 
purpose bomb. On landing the bomb fell from the plane and exploded on number 
three elevator platform, killing 2 men and wounding 13 others, including k 
men from the Air Group and 2 from the Marine detachment. 



Shipts company men killed were: 

Thomas Leo MC GRAW, PHAN 
Thomas Michael YEAGER, AEAN 

Ship»s company men injured were: 

J. BLACKBURN, AN 
C. N. HAWKINS, AN 
L. N. HENSHAW, AE3 
S. S. KALFAS, QMSN 
J. D. MOORE, AN 
J. N. OLIVER, AN 
R. L. WILLIAMS, AN 
J. A. MULACH, PFC 
W« T, ALLRID, PFC 



Barry Bingham 
William Atwood 
Peter Robinson 
Walter Durrel 
Bob Schnecke 



Louisville Courier 
Look Magazine 
Rueters 
United press 
International News 



Robert Updick 
George MacArthur 
J. P. Higgins 
Patrick Catling 



Service - 
United press 

Associated Press 
Buffalo Evening News 

Baltimore Sun 



Board) 
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The injuries sustained by MOORE and MULACH resulted in the amputation 
of each of their left arms, 

b. Air Group 12 (See enclosure (!))• 

PART VI 

COMMENTS 

1. Air Department. 

a* General* During this period two AJ aircraft were recovered and launched 
without incident. On 17 March 1953 a member of the flight deck crew was blown 
overboard by jet blast and recovered within 1 minute by helicopter. 

b* Aircraft handling. 

(1) Special operations utilizing AJ type aircraft were conducted 
during the first day*s operation, prior to arrival of the two AJ*s, six 
(6) AD aircraft were launched with strike loads and accompanied aircraft 
from other carriers on a routine mission, and were recovered by another 
carrier* This left a total of 68 aircraft and 2 helicopters on board at 
the time the two AJ ! s were recovered* A ready deck was maintained until 
dark with sufficient space available to recover 3 or k aircraft. No dif- 
ficulty was encountered in respotting with the two AJ f s on board; however, a- 
lignment of the AJ over the nuinber 1 bomb elevator required considerable effort. 
Landing gear spot lines were painted on the deck which should reduce future 
spotting time to a minimum. The AJ*s were catapulted the following morning, 

on a OST training mission, followed by routine prop and jet strikes* 

(2) On 6 March a 250 pound general purpose bomb became dislodged 
from an FUu during an arrested landing and exploded on #3 elevator* in spite 
of the serious damage resulting, the elevator and flight deck were pli ced 
back in commission within 2h hours. Repair parties were effective in pre- 
venting further damage as a result of a bomb explosion on the flight deck. 
Repair Eight immediately extinguished the fire on the flight deck as the hot 
suit man rescued the injured pilot. Hangar bays were isolated by shutting 
fire doors on the hangar deck and the Repair Seven and Repair One crews 
effectively controlled the serious gasoline leakage which resulted when bomb 
fragments pierced two wing tip tanks on aircraft parked on the hangar deck. 

(3) An increase in the size of jet flights launched and recovered 
during this period caused some concern for handling crews particularly in 
cases where a large prop recovery was scheduled to follow a twenty (20) to 
twenty-two {22) jet recovery* In order to assure sufficient room to re- 
cover all aircraft, most of the jets had to be struck below during the re- 
covery. Due to the usual low fuel states of the jets, action had to be fast 
and both #1 and #2 elevators utilized to the maximum degree. During such 
recoveries, some pilots were over-eager to taxi out of the gear, and oc- 
casionally this haste resulted in pilots having to use excessive brakes to 




slow up in the barrier area. Several foul decks of 3 to k minutes duration were 
caused by the breaking of barrier and barricade shear pins due to braking 
action of wheels when taxiing over the barricade. Another critical situation 
experienced was the recovery of large jet flights with most props on board in 
the pack ahead of the barrier. Only #2 elevator was available during such 
conditions and usually 8 to 10 jets had to go below to the hangar deck. In 
order to prevent wave-offs the jets extended their interval slightly. A 
time saving method was incorporated by having the pilots report on the down 
wind leg if their plane is going to be "down". Knowing this, the plane can be 
struck below upon recovery, leaving only "up" aircraft on the flight deck 
for the next launch. 

(U) During this period several jet strikes were scheduled carrying 
500# bombs. Loading the 500# bomb requires spreading the wings of the F9F 
as it does on the AD aircraft. This problem is of no significance if the 
loading is accomplished during the night or periods during the day when the 
props are off on a strike . Wing spreads are difficult to accomplish when / 
all aircraft are on board and ready deck condition set. 

(5) One additional jet starting unit would be of great value on the 
hangar deck at #2 elevator. Many times standby aircraft are brought up to 
the flight deck for launch and delay is experienced in starting if a starting 
jeep is not available. The ship's allowance is four jet starting jeeps, and 
this number barely keeps up with the fast catapulting abilities of this ship. 

c. Arresting Gear. 

(1) There was a total of one thousand six hundred seventy-six 
(1,676) landings made during this period of which eight hundred ninety-two 
(892) were conventional type aircraft. There was an average run out of cross 
deck pendants for the jet aircraft of one hundred thirty-four point three 
(13U.3) feet and one hundred thirty point four (130.U) feet for the conven- 
tional type* 

(2) There were three (3) barrier and /or barricade crashes involving 
three (3) jet aircraft, 

d # Catapults. 

(1) A total of nine hundred eighty-six (986) aircraft were catapulted, 
the majority of which were F9F->5 Panthers. One (1) arrtstor was lost on the 
second shot due to a failure of the webbing loop. A second arrestor and pen- 
dant assembly was lost after twenty-two (22) shots due to a similar failure. 
Nylon webbing for. use in the manufacture of loops is not available » 

(2) Availability of both catapults has remained excellent despite 
the continued wear of crosshead sheave bearings. One Ansco Air Solenoid 
valve was changed on the starboard catapult on 17 March due to erratic action. 
This valve has been installed since September 1950. 





LAUNCHING STATISTICS: 



Average wind 



Jet launch - 37 knots 



Average wind 



Propeller launch - 32 knots 



F9F - 823 
F2H - 67 
FliU - U2 
AD - k$ 
TBM - 7 
AJ - 2 



Average weight - 
Average weight - 
Average weight - 
Average weight - 
Average weight - 
Average weight - 



19,500 
18,000 
17,000 
20,000 
1U,000 
U6,000 



lbs, 
lbs. 
lbs, 
lbs. 
lbs, 
lbs. 



(3) One F9F-£ crashed ahead and to port of the ship following a normal 
catapult shot from the starboard catapult* The aircraft exploded upon impact 
and the cause of the accident is unknown. 

e. Aircraft Maintenance. 

(1) Getting the "downed" aircraft spotted so it can be worked on 

is a major handling problem. This problem has been partially eliminated due 
to the efforts of CVG maintenance and aircraft handling personnel* Timoly 
information is passed to Flight Deck Control concerning maintenance re- 
quirements and check requirements are closely watched in order to assure 
getting the plane below for checks during recoveries and respots. One of the 
major maintenance problems is the lack of space for jet turn-ups on the hangar 
deck. Prop turn-ups in hangar bay #3 require opening all curtains ?.nd at 
night obviously require cutting off all lights, thereby stopping all main- 
tenance work in progress at that time. Every effort is being made to spot "down" 
aircraft on the hangar deck in such a manner that when the aircraft is ready 
for turn-up, it can easily be brought top side via one of the available elevators. 

(2) in order to provide more hangar space it has been found that two 
tail sections from F9F "dud" aircraft can be suspended from the overhead on 

the port side cf #3 elevator. By shortening the cables of the standard hoisting 
sling the tail section can be suspended high enough to allow personnel and 
equipment to move about freely underneath. These tail sections had previously 
been suspended from the overhead in the after part of bay #3, but this position 
was difficult to reach and prevented removing wings from the overhead stow- 
age without first removing the tail sections, 

f . ordnance, 

(1) Elevator stoppage and over-travel was encountered due to old 
and faulty General Electric controllers. The relays stuck causing the main 
highspeed contact points to arc and weld closed. This causes over-travel 
resulting in the stoppage of the elevator. These controllers will be over- 
hauled and new equipment installed. At present, no spare contact points are 
available, it is recommended that an adequate supply of these contact points 
be carried by all ships using this type control box. 



(2) 20mm ammunition, previously belted and stored in ship's magazines, 
should be re-checked for calibration before using. It is a good idea to save 

a supply of bomb nose and tail plugs for replacement in the event fuzes are 
withdrawn due to non-flying or bad weather. 

(3) Maximum effort strikes necessitating rapid reloading, refueling, 
and respotting of F9F-5 aircraft again highlighted the difficulty and ex- 
cessive time required in re -loading the 20mm guns due to the design and place- 
ment of ammunition cans and feed chutes. It requires approximately three (3) 
times as long to re-arm the F9F-5 as to re-arm other type aircraft. With 
limited numbers of ordnancemen available, this seriously hampers overall 
operation. 

2. Engineering Department, 
a. Casualties, 

(1) The following major damage was sustained during routine operations 
ffom 0000 1 March to 21*00 29 March 1953: 

DATE DESCRIPTION 

1-29 Mar (a) Hole in #3 elevator main platform approximately 
5 and one half feet athwartship by seven feet fore 
and aft. Frames 137-138, approximately 1$ feet port 
of centerline. 

(b) Specific damage as follows: 

1. Two longitudinal deck girders size 12"xU", (22 
lb. «i« beams) destroyed and two additional girders 
(same size) bent down about one half inch outward. 
Location frames 137-139. 

2. Intermediate transverse girders l8»x7|" (55lb. 
"I" beams) at frame 139 between points 13' 6» and 
lU»10" to port of centerline bent down on forward 
flanges and up on after flanges about one inch, 
Web of girder has a slight twist at the point of 
maximum flange bend, 

3* Approximately 360 linear feet of wood deck 
planking destroyed and additional linear feet damaged, 

km Approximately U6 square feet of U.2 lb, deck plate 
destroyed with three additional holes in plating at 
frame UiO between 11* and 12 t to port of centerline 

5>, Elevator platform bent down in area of blast. 
Readings were taken by means of chalk line and show a 
maximum depression of 2" at frame liiO at a point 
11»U M to port of centerline decreasing to zero de- 
pression at frames 133 and llUu 



CAUSE 
Explosion of 2$01b, 
G.P, bomb which 
fell from wing of 
plane during ar- 
rested landing, 
(See ORISKANY Conf 
ltr set 0105 1U 
Mar 1953) 
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(2) The following minor damage was sustained during routine operations 
from 0000 1 March to 2U00 29 March 1953: 



DATE 
1 March 
to 

29 March 
k March 



6 March 



DESCRIPTION 

(a) Damage to flight deck planking involving;:*?- 
proximately 1000 linear feet* 



(a) Rupture of superheater tube in #7 boiler 

(see ORISKANY Itr ser 767 1U March 1953). Lo- 
cation: Two MK 368 in the inlet header, 22 tubes 
down from the top of the header* (See BUSHIP3 
Plan CV9-SS101-11U). 



CAUSE 
Aircraft landings 



Believed to be in- 
ternal corrosive 
condition of 
tubes as pre- 
viously reported 
in ORISKANY Itr 
ser 2833 21 Dec 
1952. 

Bomb explosion. 
See a (1) (a) 
above # 



(a) Secondary damage to #3 elevator main platform 
as follows r 

1. Channel securing track about lU 1 bent or de- 
stroyed** 

2 # Arresting gear chafing plate about 12 feet at 
frame 136 bent and pierced by small fragments/ 

3# Welds in blast area, in particular the joining 
points between intermediate transverse girder (frame 
139) and main longitudinal girder, show external 
strain* 

(b) Damage to auxiliary elevator platform as follows: Same as above 

1. One hole 10"xlU« in 1$ lb*, plating at frams lUo 
about 13 feet to port of centerline/ 

2* Longitudinal deck girder 10"x6« (18 lb. »I'» 
beam) at frame lUO had lower flnnge bent down two 
inches for distance of about 6»* 

3» One hole in 1$ lb # deck plating size l"x3" 
frame lUO at 13*10" to port of centerline* 

lu Safety net fr me on port edge, frame lUO, cut 
through. 

(c) Additional minor damage was incurred by flying 
debris or shrapnel extending from hangar deck to 

09 level of the island and as far forward as f r; me 98. 



DECIASSIFP 



DATE DESCRIPTION CAUSE 

11 March (a) plates cracked at the following locations: Heavy weather, 

1. Upper forward cover of coaming and knife edge 
of 16,000 lb, bomb elevator door, hangar deck 
level, frame 63, starboard side, approximately 
11" long. 



2. Cracked plates, diagonally from covers of* 
opening of vent system (supply) 2-66-U, frames 
6U-67, main deck walkway port side, approximately 
(1) 5" long, (2) 3" long, (3) |« long, (U) 10* 
long, 

3. Frame 60, starboard side, main deck, 6 feet 
above main deck over winch, approximately 6" long, 

km Frame 71, starboard side, main deck U7" above 
main deck, approximately 32" long* 

5* Frnme 67, starboard side, main deck, 12 1 above 
main deck, approximately 12" long. 

6» Frames 78 to 79, starboard side, main deck, 
1" above the deck, approximately 5" long, 

7* Main deck level, frame 112, where expansion 
joint meets main dock, is cracked, 

b • Rc commend ati ons • 



(1) None, 



c. Steaming Data s 



Engine miles steamed - 11,8U6.8 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2i|00) 

Fuel oil received - 2,0i|7,623 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2U00) 

Fuel oil delivered CD's - U3,667 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2U00) 

Fuel oil consumed (underway) - 2,122,153 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2U00) 

Fuel consumed (anchored) - none 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2li00) 

Average speed - 17.1 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2h00) 

Hours underway - 689. 1 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2i*00) 

d. Fueling: 



(1) During the period 1 March through 29 March, the U.S.S, ORISKANY 
fueled one destroyer on one occasion at an average rate of 67,180 gallons per 
hour. The U f S.S # ORISKANY refueled from tankers on six occasions during this 
period at an average fueling rate of 180,137.5 gallons per hour. 



DECKED 



3* Medical Department, 

The Medical Department supplies and equipment continue to be adequate , 
No supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the reporting period* 

a. Medical Evaluation of Air Group and Ship's Company* 

(1) The health of ship's company and the Air Group has continued to be 
excellent. If anything the incidence of disease, anxiety, and psychic tension 
has been less than on previous tours* There has been no loss in performance. 
Morale has improved, and is on a higher level than previously described* Two 
factors undoubtedly contributed to this. First of all, the ship is about to re- 
turn to the United States, Secondly and probably more important, the disaster 
(vide infra) of the sixth of March has served to weld the ship more firmly to- 
gether making every man realize that he is part of an organization that has been 
tried and found to have what it takes. Ship's pride, squadron pride is at an 
all time high. We know we have the best ship, 

(2) On an inspection of ship's company on the 31st of March, only five 
cases of a very mild acne, one case of blepharitis, and one sebaceous cyst 
were noted in approximately 3,000 men* Many times this number were noted when 
the ship was inspected on the West Coast, No evidence of any other illness 
was noted, 

(3) In conclusion it is felt that the personnel of this vessel are in 
excellent physical condition after six and one half months overseas* 

(li) On the sixth of March 19^3, a two hundred and fifty pound bomb ex- 
ploded on the flight deck blasting a hole through the number three elevator 
platform* Two men were killed and thirteen injured. The important fact was 
that no one gave way to panic. Every man did his job coolly and efficiently. 
Men walked through gasoline on the hangar deck, men rushed to rescue the pilot 
even though the plane had begun to burn. Men did this with the memory of the 
BOXER fresh in their minds, it is felt that only a well disciplined crew with 
good morale and spirit could have performed in so creditable fashion. No 
cases of anxiety have resulted from this incident, an amazing record. Medically 
the first aid training of ship's company and the medical department paid off. 
Stretchers appeared, first aid was given, and p tients evacuated to sick bay 
within a matter of minutes. Supplies and equpment were readily available. 
More casualties could have been handled without break-down of the organization, 

b. Care of the Dead, 

(1) It is hoped that some more expeditious plan may be worked out for 
the disposing of the dead. Under present operating conditions, it is felt that 
embalming of bodies is not technically feasible. The procedure ties up sick bay 
facilities for several hours, aboard a man of war that may be called on at any 
time to handle more casualties* Four hours time elapsed recently when this was 
done. Half of sick bay was made untenable by formaldehyde fumes for an even 
longer period* 
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(2) Even then embalmed bodies must be placed in storage at 3U to UO v ^ 
degrees. This might be satisfactory for a few days, but is not for periods j 
at sea of 2$ to 30 days # Freezing of embalmed bodies at 16 degrees, or less, j 
is technically satisfactory, but against present directives. The present 
procedure aboard this vessel has been to/freeze unembalmed bodies holding \ 
them until the ship arrives at Yokosuka* Embalming these bodies at such a i I 
late date is technically difficult* To solye this problem it is recommended j 
that special C0E( flights be made to transport bodies, which have been previously 
frozen, to Atsugi for further transfer to the Five or ten flights j 

per month would be more than adequate* If this is not logistically sound, it 
is recommended that bodies be buried at sea # The present method of holding j 
bodies for further transfer, though meeting the wishes of a few bereaved re* 
latives, imposes a greater psychic trauma on ship's company, and uses up 
valuable reefer space. 



c. Medical Department Statistical Summary Air Group and Ship»s Company 








periods 




1st 


2nd 


3rd 


Uth 


Admitted to sick list 


190 


226 


369 


156 


Admitted to binnacle list 


15 


1U 


1U 


2 


Percont sick days out of possible 67,232 work days 


.73 








Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days 




.77 






Percent sick days out of possible 10u,u75 work days 






.78 




percent sick days out of possible 67,091 work days 








.69 


Officers admitted to sick list 


10 


9 


10 


U 


Total visits to sick call 


1,161 


1,258 3.879.1.9C 


Patients received from other ships 


1 


1 


1 





Patients transferred to hospital 








1 


3 


Minor injuries treated 


200 


216 


103 


173 


Major injuries treated 


1 


1 


1 


7 


Number shipboard injuries resulting death 


1 








2 


Number of personnel died of disease 


1 











Minor surgical procedures 


25 


12 


33 


1*2 


Major surgical procedures 


3 


3 


•7 


16 


Venereal diseases and non-specific urethritis 


58 


117 


179 


96 


Gonorrhea 


7 


11 


23 


10 


Chancroid 


Ik 


18 


20 


6 


Non-specific urethritis following sexual exposure 


38 


88 


136 


80 



d. Medical Statistical Summary Air Group Pilots and Crewmen 

Planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed, not recovered 1 1 10 
Planes lost, pilot not recovered 1 1 
Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered, minor in- 
juries " * 10 
Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered, uninjured 2 3 1 
Planes lost, operational, crewmen recovered uninjured 
Planes damaged, enemy action, crewmen injured 



16 



& 




periods 



1st 


2nd 


3rd 


lith 














15 


2h 


25 


16 











1 








1 





2.U 


U.2 


7.2 





Planes' damaged, enemy action, pilot injured 
pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons 
pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation 
Crewmen grounded for medical reasons 
Average number days pilot grounded 

e, Remarks » 

On 6 March 1953, LT E. L. KUMMER, USNR, sustained numerous missle 
wounds about both lower extremities, left upper arm, left shoulder and face when 
a 250# general purpose bomb fell from the port wing rack of his FUu-U fighter 
and exploded, as he landed aboard the carrier. Wreckage burst into flames im- 
mediately thereafter, but because of the expeditious manner in which he was 
removed from the cockpit and by virtue of the protection afforded by his helmet, 
goggles and exposure suit, he sustained only second degree burns of both cheeks 
and his chin* He remains on the sick list, having been transferred to the 
United States Naval Hospital at Yokosuka, Japan for further treatment on 15 
March 1953. 



There were twelve others wounded and two fatalities, as a result 
of this accident* It is considered miraculous that the pilot escaped more 
serious injury* 

LTJG R. : '(. MEW, USNR, was killed on 22 March 1953 when his F9F-5 
fighter crashed into the sea shortly after being catapulted from the carrier. 

Navigation Department* 

The Navigation Department has continued its 00D training plan with tho- 
roughly qualifying as many personnel as possible as the goal. Although it is 
an accelerated plan, each watch stander receives excellent training, both on 
the job and by written examination* Officers from departments not normally 
assigned bridge watches are included in this program in an effort to benefit 
as many as possible, This can be seen in the fact that of the six qualifications 
granted this tour, one officer was from the Air Department, one from Air 
Intelligence, one from CIC, and one from the Executive Department and the re- 
maining two from Gunnery, As personnel become qualified, they are rotated 
from 00D watches to other duties to allow billets for new officers to qualify. 
So far on this Korean tour 16 officers have been qualified, bringing the total 
of qualified Officers-of-the-Deck to 28. 

To increase the experience of those officers already qualified, OGD*s 
have been given practice in actually making approaches on replenishment ships 
and keeping station alongside. This has greatly increased the OOD's practical 
knowledge of relative motion in addition to relieving the workload on the Na- 
vigator and Executive Officer during replenishment days. 
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During this tour more use has been made of the automatic steering and it 
has been found generally quite satisfactory and especially so during the rough 
weather encountered on 26 and 27 March* During this period excessive rudder 
was used by the helmsman in "hand" steering because of the yaw caused by the 
seas, combined with our slow speed (10 knots). It was found that where the 
helmsman needed 2? to 30 degrees of rudder to maintain a satisfactory course, 
that, by proper adjustment, automatic steering could maintain the same course 
using approximately one half the rudder cr 10 to 1$ degrees. This not only was 
a rest for the helmsman, but it also reduced the wear on the steering engines. 

£• Operations Department* 

a* Air Intelligence 

The Air Intelligence Office force consisting of three officers and three 
enlisted men plus the Air Group AIO and two enlisted men from the Air Group 
staff is considered adequate to meet the Air Intelligence requirements* The 
ship's AIO spent this period on the bridge training for the qualification of 
00D undorway. 

A card index system has been initiated to facilitate ready reference 
to maps and charts. This method will also indicate high and low usage maps 
and those which have reached a critical supply level, it is believed this 
card index system will provide a means whereby a more workable stock level 
of maps and charts can be maintained aboard* 

The photo interpretation unit has been separated physically from the 
Air Intelligence Office and reassigned working space in the wardroom air 
conditioning machinery room, compartment A-211-EL. The space is adequate and this 
solution has relieved the critical working space problem for both Air Intel- 
ligence and Photo Interpretation* 

b* Air Operations. 

Air Operations officer personnel during the ship's fourth line tour 
consisted of two officers, one lieutenant commander and one lieutenant. The 
third officer normally assigned to Air Operations, a lieutenant junior grade, 
was returre d without relief to CONUS for release to inactive duty at the com- 
pletion of the third line tour* This officer was the assigned CCA officer and 
had additional duties as air plot officer and OA division officer. Since 
aircraft recovery by CCA is not presently in effect in the Task Force, this 
loss was absorbed. Other officers assumed the duties of air plot officer and 
one of the ship's air intelligence officers became the OA division officer* 

The assigned CCA enlisted personnel have been utilized to man Air 
Operations* Five rated air controllmen and five strikers were assigned to CCA* 
This permits manning the one and two JG circuits by two status board keepers, 
one air c on tr oilman on the land/launch frequency, and allowed the watch 
officer to act as a general supervisor* The two JG talker also mans the ready 



HCLASSlFiED 

* 

room teletype* As long as there are a minimum of ten enlisted men assigned to 
CCA, it is believed that Air Operations could continue to be efficiently manned 
even with the occasional use of CCA during poor weather conditions* 

The above mentioned personnel on a watch basis were always on duty at 
all other times when underway* A twcnty^four hour watch was thus maintained, 
personnel being organized on a three watch or section basis. 

• Air Operations has acted as the general information and coordination 
center for all phases of air operations. A direct line sound powered telephone 
connection was installed between the open bridge and Air Operations prior to 
reporting for the first line tour with Task Force 77. This direct line tel- 
ephone has proven a very, valuable and efficient means of rapidly transmitting 
the Captain's decisions to the pilots, particularly in emergency situations, 

A gradual improvement in aircraft availability and percentage of as- 
signed missions actually launched and completed has been noted with each suc- 
cessive line period* The fourth line period was the ship's most successful and 
efficient to date. With the exception of two days at the beginning of the 
period, the Air Group maintained a daily aircraft availability of well over 
ninety percent. This was reflected in the ship's averaging very nearly one 
hundred percent in meeting the assigned flight schedule over the twenty-nine 
day period* 

c * C ommunicat ions » 

Communications during the period covered by this report were highly 
satisfactory from the view point of equipment _p£Xf ormancg. Traffic in general 
was processed expeditiously under all circumstances with the exception of short 
periods of atmospheric disturbance and circuit over-load. 

Encrypted traffic, especially with a Staff embarked, has a tendency 
to »bog-*down» with the ultimate result of lengthy delays in delivery to addees 
concerned* It is felt that one cause of increased encrypted traffic loads 
is due to the abuse of overclassification. The results of such misuse are 
set forth in the United States Navy Security Manual for Classified Matter. 

Attention is invited to the communication section of the Action Report 
of the U.S.S* ORISKANY (CVA-3U) for the period 28 October - 22 November 1952. 
Note was made of the indiscriminate use of precedences of "OP" and "0" in this 
particular theater. This misuse, which also tends to tie-up circuits being used, 
has on more than one occasion caused delay in attempting to clear traffic of an 
immediate operational nature* 

Subject to the above comments, the following recommendations are sub- 
mitted: 

(1) Recommend commands review current instructions defining tho proper 
use of precedence. 
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(2) Recommend commands insure that all personnel having authority to 
assign security classification, are familiar with the contents of chapter U 
of the United States Navy Security Manual for Classified Matter* 

The following statistics are indicative of the communication aspects of 
the operation; 

MESSAGES HANDLED IN MAIN RADIO 
CIRCUIT NO, OF MSGS , RELAYED 

Task Group Common $62 

Task Force Commanders Net 28U 

Task Group Commanders Net 259 

C0M7THFLT Circuit 31 

JOCK Circuit 59 

Total 17155 

MESSAGES HANDLED IN MAIN COMMUNICATIONS AND CRYPTO - CENTER 

Incoming ^Classified) 2,U5? (502,338 groups) 
Outgoing (Classified) 361 (U5,62U groups) 

Incoming (Plain) U,6U2 

Outgoing (Plain) 1,106 

Total 5,506 

MESSAGES HANDLED BY THE SIG AL BRIDGE 

Flashing L^.ght (incoming) U39 

Flashing Light (Outgoing) 219 

Nancy (incoming) 80 

N^ncy (Outgoing) U6 

Total TBH 

Groups : Incoming: 11,33U; Outgoing: 5,003* 

The following statistics represent postal activities: 

Money orders issued l,2Ul ($59,0^3.75) 

Money orders cashed 99 

Registered mail received U£6 pieces 

Registered mail dispatched U88 pieces 

Air mail received 15 sacks, 50 pouches (approx 115,000 

letters) 

Air mail dispatched 8 sacks, 38 pouches (apprcx 95,000 

letters) 

Parcel pest received 330 sakes 

Parcel post dispatched 106 sacks 

Insured mail received 233 pieces 

Insured mail dispatched 110 pieces 

First class mail received 6 pouches 

First class mail dispatched 10 pouches 
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d* photography. 



The number of photographic personnel assigned for the period was 
This figure includes one warrant, one AFC and eight rated men. 

Laboratory production was less than for the previous operating period* 
print totals for the period were 23,332 9xl8 inch, 1,926 8x10 inch target photos 
for briefing, 378 8x10 inch copy negatives were made of target mosaics selected 
by staff and ship photo interpretation units* 



It is recommended that ships returning to the west coast bo outfitted 
with new AIOA film dryers, print dryers and print washers before their next 
deployment. Due to constant use, approximately 1$ to 20 hours each operating 
day, these dryers and printers become unreliable, especially the AIOA film 
dryer, print washers tend to rust and corrode from use of salt water for 
washing prints* 



6m Supply Department* 
a. Aviation Stores. 



During the 30 days covered by this report no on-the-line replenishment 
from ARS/ARV vessels was accomplished* Miscellaneous freight items were shipped 
via replenishment tankers and by COD aircraft. It was noted that priority 
screening is desirable for COD delivery since items of low priority were oc- 
casionally received when status information indicated that high priority materials 
were probably available for lift* 



The following items continue in short supply and procurement has been on 
emergency basis only: 

R82-C-62$120 Cord 5/8" 

R85-PW-198061 Liner, Weldment 

R85-HO-A7002G-': Control Fuel 

R90-NAF-600U55-89-5 Pendants 

R9U-BUA-$OA7oRl03 Launcher, Aero ll;A 

b. General Stores. 



Procurement problems as indicated in previous reports remain sub* 
stantially unchanged, providing experience which will be of groat assistance 
prior to next scheduled deployment* 



c* Shipts Store and C&SS 



Stationery is a high usage item with sales of one package per month for 
every two men on board. 

89>000 packages of cigarettes were sold during the month of March* 
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DECLASSIFIED 



Fifty-three percent of the C&SS requisitions were filled. This leaves 
shortages in undershirts, dungaree jumpers, and dungaree trousers. 

d. Commissary. 

On 15 March l?f>3 the U.S^S, ORISKANX received provisions from the U.S.S # 
ALUDRA (AF-55). Eighty-one percent of the requisites were filled. On 29 
March 1953 ninety percent of the material requisitioned was received £ rant the 
U.S.S* ALUDRA (AF-5S) leaving shortages in the following* 



Spaghetti 
e ♦ Disbursing. 

Due to an anticipated 60 days Without Ihfe iV^lability of fundi it 
was necessary to request pertt&ssim frSirti CMSBSA^fS to i^aHry funds in exfcess of 

the authorised amount* Permission Wits granted to d&rr£ funds for a 90 day 
period* 



One additional jet starting unit he allotted for use on hangar dock at 
#2 elevator* 

2# page 11 paragraph 1 f (1) 

An adequate supply of contact points for General Electric ohtrollers be 
carried by all ships using this type control box* 

3» Page 16 paragraph 3 b (2) 

Special COD flights transport bodies of deceased personnel to Atsugi. 

P Q g^ 16 paragraph 3 b (2) 

That bodies be buried at sea* 

Page i2 Paragraph $ c (1) 

That commands review instructions defining proper use of precedence* 



potatoes, sweet, fresh 
Lettuce, fresh 
Tomatoes, fre£h 
Pears, fresh 




PART VII 
StftftiftllY OF RE<a3MMENHAtiON5 



!• P a ge 10 paragraph 1 b 



(5) 




6. page 20 paragraph 5 c (2) 



That commands insure that all personnel having authority to assign security- 
classifications are familiar with contents of chapter h of United States Navy- 
Security Manual for Classified Matter* 

Page 21 paragraph 5 d (3) 

That ships returning to west coast be outfitted with AI0A film dryers, 
print dryers and print washers before next deployment. 



/ 

' -M .<• 

COURTNEY S HANDS 

Copies to; 

CNO (2) advance 
CINCPACFLT (5) Advance 
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 
COMNAVFE (1) Advance 
CCMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance 
CTF-77 (1) Advance 
COMCARDIV 1 
COMCARDIV 3 
COMCARDIV $ 
COMIRPAC (10) 
COMSERVPAC 
COMFAIRJAPAN 
COMFA IRALAMEDA 
COMFAIRQUONSET 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 
NLO JOC KOREA 
USS BOXER (CVA-21) 
USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) 
USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) 
USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-U7) 
USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 
USS REARS ARGE (CVA-33) 
USS WASP (CVA-18) 
USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10) 
USS ESSEX (CVA-9) 
CVG 2 
CVG 5 
CVG 7 
CVG 9 
CVG 11 



CVG 15 
CVG 19 
CVG 101 
CVG 12 
ATG 2 (5) 
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U.S..S, ORISKANY (CVA-3U) 
Care of Fleet post Office 
San Francisco, California 
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Ser OlUo 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD D1R 5200.10 



From: Commanding Officer 
To; Chief of Naval Operations 
Via. (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(U) Commander in Chief, U.S. pacific Fleet 

Sub j : Action Report for the period of 8 April 1953 through 22 April 1953 
Ref ; (a) OPNAV Instruction 3U80.U 

End: (1) CVG 12 Action Report for the period of 8 April 1953 through 22 
April 1953 

(2) U.S.S. ORISKANY summary report of operations during deployment in 
WESTPAC 

(3) CVG 12 statistical summary report of operations during deployment 
in WESTPAC 

1, In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of 8 April 
1953 through 22 April 1953 is hereby submitted. 



PART I 



COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 

The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U) with Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM 
R. F. HICKEY, USN, and Commander Air Group TWELVE embarked, sortied from Hong 
Kong Harbor, British Crown Colony at O6o8l, 8 April 1953 and at 07571, 11 April 
1953 joined Task Force 77 in Area Sugar, japan Sea. commander Task Force 77 
and Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, was embarked in the 
U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5). 

.. Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the 
U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U), assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 on 11 April 
1953. On 11 April 1953 the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) was detached and on 22 
April 1953 returned to the force with commander carrier Division THREE, RADM 
A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked. Commander Carrier Division THREE assumed duties as 
Commander Task Force 77, 22 April 1953. 

During the operating period other major ships in company were the U.S.S. 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-U7), the U.S.S, VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5), the U.S.S. PRINCE- 
TON (CVA-37), the U.S.S. MANCHESTER (CL-83), the U.S.S. NEW JERSEY (BB-62) 




with Commander SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J.J. CLARK, USN, embarked, and screen- 
ing destroyers* 

The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U) was detached on 22 April 1953 from Task Force 
77 and proceeded to Yokosuka, Japan for upkeep and maintenance* 

PART II 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 

8 April 1953 

Sortied from Hong Kong Harbor, B.C.C. at 06081 enroute to the Korean oper- 
ating area, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked. Rendezvoused with 
the U.S.S. TWINING (DD-5U0) and the U.S.S. ERBEN (DD-631). 

9 April 1953 
Enroute to the Korean operating area. 

10 April 1953 

Enroute to the Korean operating area. Replenished NSFO and aviation gaso- 
line from the U.S.S. MANATEE (AO-58). 

11 April 1953 

Enroute to the Korean operating area. Replenished provisions and stores 
from the U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55). Joined Task Force 77 in the Korean operating 
area. RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3, and commander Task Force 77, embarked 
in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5). Conducted combat flight operations. 
RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked in the U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3U), 
relieved RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3. as Commander Task Force 77. The 
U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) with COMCARDIV 3 embarked, was detached and departed 
Task Force 77. 

12 April 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 



13 April 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations. LTJG R. TAYLOR, USNR, VF-122, ditched 
near the Task Force when his F9F-5 flamed out. LTJG TAYLOR was not recovered. 



lU April 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Unit 92.1.1 for replenishment. Replenished ammunition 
from the U.S.S. VIRGO (AKA-20). Replenished NSFO and aviation gasoline from the 
U.S.S. CACAPON (AO-52). Conducted AA firing exercises utilizing f6f type drones. 
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Conducted conbat flight operations. 



16 April 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations, 

17 Aprifr 1953 

Conducted combat flight Operations. The U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37) joined 
Task Force 77. The U.S.S • PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-U7) was detached and departed 
Task Force 77 • 

18 April 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Unit 92.1*1 for replenishment. Replenished ammunition 
from the U.S.S. MOUNT BAKER (AE-U). Replenished NSFO and aviation gasoline 
from the U.S.S. GUADALUPE (AO-32). Conducted AA firing exercises. 

19 April 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations. The Honorable J. J. FLOBERG, Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Air, arrived op board. Mr. FHJHERG departed in the 
afternoon for the U.S.S. NEW JERSEY (BB-62). 

20 April 1953 

Conducted combat flight operations. ENS R. T. SCOGGAN, USNR, VF-121 F9F-5 
pilot, bailed out ten miles east of Hodo pando peninsula as he was returning 
from a strike in the Cherokee &rea. ENS SCOGGAN radioed that he was bailing 
out due to loss of control of his aircraft. The actual bail out was not ob- 
served nor was the parachute ever actually seen. ENS SCOGGAN has not been re- 
covered and is listed as missing. 

21 April 1953 
Conducted combat flight operations. 

22 April 1953 

Rendezvoused with Task Unit 92.1.1 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and 
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. GUADALUPE (AO-32). Replenished ammunition 
from the U.S.S. MOUNT BAKER (AE-U). Received provisions from the U.S.S. ALSTEEE 
(AF-U8). RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5), 
relieved RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5 as Commander Task Force 77. The 
U.S.S. QRISKAIIY (CVA-3U) was detached from Task Force 77 to proceed On a special 
mission enroute to Yokosuka, japan for transfer of material prior departure to 
CONUS. End of reporting period. 




PART III 



ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 

1# Ammunition expenditures for the perpLod 8 April 1953 to 22 April 1953* 

a # Service Types (Included in enclosure (1))# 

b # Training Types 

5»/38 FCL (VT) NF projectile hk 
5»/38 Non flashless cartridge hh 
3»/50 FCL (VT) NF non flashless 10U 

PART IV 

BATTLE DAMAGE 

!• Ship, No battle damage was sustained by the U.S.S. ORISKANY during the 
current period* 

2. Damage inflicted on the enemy (see enclosure (1)). 

3» Damage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (1)). 

PART V 

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 

1. Performance 

a. Personnel 

During the period of this report the average on board count was 2717: 
19U7 ship's company; 62 Marines; 17 Special Weapons Team; 6l2 CVG-12 and 79 
COMCARDIV 5; 9 men received and 68 transferred, 

b. Training 

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the 



following: 

New classes organized None 

Active classes at the end of period 6 

Number of class hours held during period 2k 

Number of Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 17 
Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence) 

ordered by men 11 

Number of USAFI texts checked out li 
Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence) 

completed by men 6 




D 



• 



Number of USAFI Correspondence Courses ordered 
Number of batteries of USAFI OED tests administered 
Number of USAFI End-of -Month Tests administered 
Number of USAFI GED batteries ordered 
Number of enrollments in College Extension Courses 
Number of USAFI End-of -Month Tests ordered by men 
Number of letters sent civilian schools on behalf of 
men for counseling and placement purposes 
Number of requests for service schools forwarded 



8 

10 
6 

5 



None 
3 



None 
12 



Legal 



Except for work connected with the completion of the record of proceed- 
ings of a board of investigation, legal activity consisted chiefly of a few 
Summary and Special courts -martial, it appears this decline is due to the 
relatively short time spent in port and, further, to the comparatively short 
period covered by this report. 

The assistant legal officer departed on temporary additional duty at 
the Naval School of Justice in Newport, Rhode Island, 

d. Welfare and Recreation 

Regularly scheduled bingo games have been conducted at 1900 on Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays of each week in the crew's messing compartments for all 
hands. Happy Hours have been conducted on replenishing days, using talent 
from ship's company and Air Group. The ship's band plays on Tuesday and Fri- 
day evenings in the officers* wardroom. 

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by all hands, it carries a wide 
variety of crafts, i.e., leathercraft, model planes, ships, sail boats, wagons, 
automobiles, etc.. 

The ship's library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands. 

The Charity Committee is currently conducting special raffles and bingo 
parties for funds for the Navy Relief Society. Bingo parties and raffles are 
providing "on-the-line" recreation for all hands and are serving both morale and 
charity. 

e. Religious Services 

Catholic services are held daily. Three (3) Masses are said on Sundays 
followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Special daily prayers are 
said for the safety of our pilots. The rosary, novena, and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament are held daily. 

Protestant services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings and Vesper 
services at 1900* The Bible Class meets at 1930 on Wednesdays. 
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Jewish services are conducted on Friday evenings and on special days 
of religious significance on the Jewish calendar. 

Mormon services are conducted it 1000 on Sundays, 

Christian Science study periods a?e observed on Sundays at 1100. 

f. Public Information 

Public Information activities covered during the period of this report 
consisted of the following* 

Navy news dispatches (by radio) / 6 

News feature stories and layouts (by mail) 1 

News photo releases 3 

Radio newscasts 2 

Hometown news stories (to FHTNC) 1U76 

2» Casualties 

a # Ship»s Company 

No ship's company casualties occurred other than minor injuries during 
the reporting period. 

b« Air Group 12, (See enclosure (1))» 

PART VI 

COMMENTS 

1* Engineering Department 
a # Casualties 

No major nor minor damage was sustained from any cause* 
b • Recommendations 

None, 
c. Steaming Data 



Engine miles steamed - 6,5U5.2 8 April-22 April 1953 (2U00) 

Fuel oil received - l,85l,62U 8 April-22 April 1953 (2i|00) 

Fuel oil delivered DD's - 93,U30 8 April-22 April 1953 (2i;00) 

Fuel oil consumed (underway) - 1,182,28U 8 April-22 April 1953 (2i|00) 

Fuel oil consumed (anchor) - none 8 April-22 April 1953 (2i|00) 

Average speed - 18.8 8 April-22 April 1953 (2U00) 

Hours underway - 351i.O 8 April-22 April 1953 (2U00) 



CCCUSSIBEQ 

During the period 8 April through 22 April 1953, the U.S.S. ORISKANY 
fueled destroyers on one (1) occasion, at an average rate of 2$U,57?#6 gallons • 
per hour. The U.S.S, ORISKANY refueled from tankers four (U) tiiraes during this 
period at an average fueling rate of l8l,888.U gallons per hour. 

2# Navigation Department 

The voyage from Hong Kong to the Battle Line gave the Navigation Department 
an opportunity to navigate in new waters. The navigational aids in the South 
China Sea and the Formosan Straits were very limited and navigation mary times 
consisted of "dead reckoning". The skies were continually overcast allowing 
no celestial navigation whatsoever, Loran coverage was good north of Formosa, 
but in the Formosan Straits and the South China Sea, it was impossible to 
pick up Loran* If held, the readings were considered unreliable since the 
waves traveled over land masses. Radar also offered difficulties because the 
charts depict little or no topography, and the identification of landmarks 
on the radar was difficult. However, the currents encountered gave very little 
set and the «DR" track proved successful* 

This tour marked the completion of the intensified 00D training program 
with three additional qualifications . This brings the total of 00D qual- 
ifications granted this WESTPAC tour to twenty-one, 

3# Combat Information Center 

During the period of this report the CIC of the U.S.S. ORISKANY functioned 
as Flag CIC for COMCARDIV $. 

CIC watch officers have continued the program of training for qualification 
as 00D underway, and OOD's have been indoctrinated in CIC procedures, capabilities 
and limitations* To date five CIC watch officers have been qualified as 00D 
underway and a like number of OOD f s have received CIC indoctrination* Besides 
furthering the professional qualifications of the officers concerned, im- 
mediate benefits have been realized, in that each officer now has a much better 
appreciation of the problem of the other, and a smoother CIC-Bridge relationship 
has resulted. 

Air Controllers from destroyers and cruisers have been ordered aboard for 
refresher training and observation. Day intercept practice can be afforded 
these controllers, but the nature of the Task Force operations affords little 
opportunity for all-weather control practice intercepts, ORISKANY has also been 
assigned the stand-by guard for CAP when this control is passed to DD^. 
This guard requires continuous monitoring of the CAP frequency by a qualified 
Air Controller. Control of CAP had to be assumed from DD's on numerous occasions 
since many of the destroyers had inadequate equipment for control of jet CAP. 
In most cases positive control of jets at medium or long ranges can be main- 
tained only through the use of MK-10 IFF* 
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Surface and air search raa^\p$33*$^^^ been uniformly excellent through 

out this operating period. However, the SX height radar performance has been 
consistently poor. Even when RH1 gear is operating at peak performance, no 
altitude information can be obtained on targets at .ranges greater than 
miles* This range is considerably reduced on small flights of jet aircraft. 
On several occasions the ship has been unable to assume an altitude guard as- 
signment due to equipment .break down » It is believed that the altitude deter- . 
mining capability of the entire Task Force poses the greatest limitation to 
adequate air defense* Accurate altitude information is of primary importance 
in the consumation of a jet air intercept at maximum range. 

VHF radio communications have been excellent during this period, however, 
it has been necessary to utilize the TDQ transmitter and AN/ARC*s receiver for 
voice communication at extreme ranges. Cross-talk on AN/ARC*s has been greatly 
reduced, but continues to handicap controllers using TDQ-RCK»s as well as AN/ 
ARC*s on circuits Elz and Elaa with only a 0.18 MC separation. 

U, Communications 

During the period covered by this report, a vast improvement was noted in 
the overall efficiency of communication personnel, and the manner in which 
traffic was processed. 

The comments noted below pertain to circuit c2B (replenishment net) 
(231*0 kcs). This circuit was used on a trial basis commencing 13 April 1953. 
Interference was noted as follows: 

Unknown voice circuit, making radio checks, interrupted the circuit 
intermittently. (Believed to be an Army voice circuit). 

Maneuvering signals were evident, believed to be originated by CTU 92.1.1 

(CW) % 

Own ship's TTY RATT signals were evident in the background. (These 
signals were not of suffi<^nt strength to cause serious interference). 

This frequency (23UO kcs) is considered superior to the former replenish- 
ment frequency (2630 kcs) due to the improved reception. Circuit c2B does 
not interfere with other circuits being used, whereas 2830 kcs was blocked at 
times by circuit Cl6 when on frequency U620 kcs, t 

Excellent results were noted on ship-shore RATT on circuit AU.7A (UU85 kcs) 
for a period of five days. The "TEA" transmitter keyed continuously on UkB$ kcs 
with an approximate outage of three hours for the entire period. 

The Signal bridge is responsible, in the event of a deck crash during 
night flight operations, to illuminate the flight deck. Should such an emer- 
gency arise, a red filter is fitted to the port 12" searchlight, thereby pro- 
viding illumination and complying as far as practicable with darkened ship 
regulations. 
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It has been determined that amber filters are most appropriate for flashing 
light signalling. The use of red or gi*een filters give rise to the situation 
where the signal lights may be mistaken for a ship's running lights. 

Flags required to be flown at the fore, such as the guide flag or personal 
flags, should be fitted with tabling, Grommets have proved to be of insufficient 
strength to withstand wind conditions prevalent in Fast Carrier Task Force 
operations* 

The following statistics are indicative of the communication aspects of 
the operation* 



MAIN RADIO 

Total number of messages received on M NDT" FOX 
Total number of messages received on *G W FOX 
Total number of messages received other circuits 
Total number of messages transmitted 
Total number of messages received for relay 

MAIN COMMUNICATION OFFICE 

Total number of classified messages processed 
Total number of outgoing messages processed 
Total number of messages processed (in and out) 

SIGNAL BRIDGE 



2,171 
1,553 

1,835 
1,613 

725 



876 
70U 

2,907 



Total number of messages received 
Total number of messages transmitted 



23U 
98 



Note: 
method* 



Approximately 15 percent of the messages handled were by NANCY 



The following statistics of postal activities) are considered to be of general 
interest* 



Money orders: 322 issued; 66 cashed 

Registered mail received 

Registered mail dispatched 

First class received 

First class dispatched 

Parcel post received 

parcel post dispatched 

Insured mail received 

Insured mail dispatched 

Air mail received 

Air mail dispatched 



$18,896.83 
236 pieces 
160 pieces 

5 pouches 

6 pouches 
180 sacks 

60 sacks (75 boxes of chinaware) 
85 pieces 
36 pieces 

10 sacks, 30 pouches 
5 sacks, 2h pouches 
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5. Photography tfj&SlR® 

The number of photographic pM^o&nel assigned this period was 16. This 
figure includes one AFC and 9 rated men* One "rated man remained assigned to 
the photographic interpretation unit* A six man night crew was maintained to 
complete all photography. A total of 96U useable 9x9 inch and 11, Sh9 useable 
9xl8 inch sonne prints were made. From 30U 8x10 inch negatives of plot charts> 
overlays and target pinpoint photographs, 3>$87 8x10 inch prints were made* 
Also 89 16x20 inch prints were made and used for briefings. 6,300 feet of gun 
camera film v*4 processed. 

One B6 type aerial film developing unit was used and worked very satisfactorily. 
It proved to be a time saver in processing and handling of film in rolls of h00 
foot lengths. It is recommended that b6 type aefial filjn developing units be 
made available to all units using the K-38 cameras with the a8b magazines. 

A8B magazine malfunctions ceased after the camera repairman removed heavy 
oil from the clutch. Mechanical difficulties with the K-38 camera continued due 
to the shearing of taper pins in the case drive. The reason for this still 
remains unknown, 

6. Air Intelligence 

The attached Air Group has had no known opportunity to use the present 
barter kit, and it may be assumed the articles contained therein are satis- 
factory. The pouch itself presents somewhat of a problem. It has a dual pur- 
pose of protecting the articles contained and acting as a possible water bag, 
but investigation has shown a very small percentage of these pouches are capable 
of either, pencils, needles, and other sharp object easily penetrate the plas- 
tic and many have split at the lower seam* The only solution advanced by the 
pilots is using scotch tape which is at best only a temporary cure. 

It is recommended that the kits be constructed of heavier material of one 
piece construction. 

During the past two tours the AD squadron and Hecklers have used the new 
Texoprint Korean Strip Chart, (Songjin to THJ-Men, number 156U2-1). As only 
one of the three charts covering the Navy area is presently available a com- 
plete report cannot be made. A few of the pilots comments follow: 

Advantages* 

Excellent for Recco Routes and flak plotting. 
Good for coastal navigation* 

Long strip format (only three required for Navy area) eliminates hours 
of map arrangement. 

Easy to mark with a grease pencil. 
Terrain shading is good. 

Could be of value for Escape and Evasion purposes* 
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Disadvaritages: 

Maps are subject to considerable wear along the folds. 
Map is a little unhandy due to its length and width. The large area 
covered compensates for this disadvantage* 

Leaves a smudge when erasing grease pencil marks. 

A more detailed report on these charts will be forwarded to ANO, COMFAIRJAPAN. 

Photographic interpretation as directed by CTF-77 consisted of railroad 
and highway route surveillance, damage assessment and target search. Damage 
assessment is being emphasized along with target searches. Targeting itself 
has been limited to supply areas, troop concentrations, vehicle parks and small 
industrial facilities. 



Stereo briefing was employed successfully during this last tour. It was 
used for briefing pilots on artillery positions* It is recommended only for the 
more difficult targets and for flak positions. The use of stereo briefing for 
all targets is presently beyond the capabilities of a small interpretation unit. 

7. Supply Department 

a. Aviation Stores 

On this tour, replenishment of routine requirements of aviation stores 
was by-passed due to the ship «s deployment to Hong Kong where no supply sup- 
port was available. The ship began the tour on the line without a major re- 
plenishment since leaving Yokosuka on 1 March 1953* except for supercargo re- 
ceived from replenishment vessels other than the aviation stores ship. 

If the operating schedule permits, it is recommended that CVA-type 
ships enroute to Hong Kong be replenished either from AVS prior to leaving the 
line, immediately upon return, or during a stop-over at Sasebo. "On the line* 
replenishment from an AVS is considered most desirable. Underway transfer of 
all aeronautical material including engines is considered practicable* 

Although there was no "on the line" replenishment of aviation stores 
from AVS during this period, there was considerable aviation stores freight 
received from other replenishment vessels. About $ percent of the total re- 
ceived was from COD aircraft and helicopter. 



Section "B" Shortages - The following items of section "B" material 
continue in short supply and procurement has been on an emergency basis only: 

R85FW-17139U Liner Weldment F9F 

R85PW-198061 Liner Weldment F9F 

R85HD-A70020 Fuel Control F9F 

R9liBUA-!>OA70R103 Launcher, Rocket, Aero IUa 
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in summary, upon the completion of the fifth tour on the line, it is desired 
to point out that the items that are in short supply now are the very same items 
that were difficult to obtain during initial outfitting for this cruise Aug-Sep 
1952, It is assumed that these shortages are Navy-wide and not of a local nature. 

b. General Stores 

Procurement problems as indicated in previous reports remain unchanged. 
Solutions appear to lie in a re-loading program based on experience gained in 
the Far East during this deployment. Items in short supply remain unchanged. 

c. Ship's Store and C&SS 

One replenishment at sea was successfully accomplished during adverse 
weather conditions when lkO,000 packages of cigarettes, on consignment, were 
transferred from the U.S. S. MANATEE (AO-58). Only minor damage was noted* 
On lU April 1953 9 2U00 packages of stationery which had been ordered from CONUS 
on 20 October 1952 were transferred at sea. 

Sales in ship's store and C&SS have been very slow, after the crew's 
"spending festival" in Hong Kong, with no single item sharing unusual sales. 

d. Commissary 

On 11 April the U.S.S. ORISKANY Went alongside the U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55) 
at 05U0 for replenishment of fresh, frozen and dry provisions. The first load 
landed on deck at 05U5 and the last load arrived at 0635# The amount of pro- 
visions received was 7k tons, at a transfer rate of 88.8 tons per hour. The 
percentage of requisitions filled was 66&. The following items were not avail- 
able at this replenishment: 

Spinach, td Cabbage, fresh 

Catsup, td Lettuce, fresh 

Syrup, td Celery, fresh 

Spaghetti, dry Grapefruit, fresh 

Crackers Broccoli, f.f. 

jam, asst Brussel sprouts, f.f. 

Juice, orange Cauliflower, f .f. 
Cereal, dry 

On 22 April the U.S.S. ORISKANY went alongside the U.S.S. AL3TBDE (AF-W) 
for replenishment of fresh, frozen and dry provisions, Seventy-seven tons were 
delivered in one hour. 



e. Disbursing 

Because of the large number of rebate checks received by the personnel 
of this ship from the Bureau of Internal Revenue and the small demand for Postal 
Money Orders, it was impossible for the ship's post office to cash all dollar 
instruments presented to it during sublet period. 




This problem was solved by the Commanding Officer authorizing the Dis- 
bursing Officer, in writing, tp cash dollar instruments in accordance with 
BUSANDA Manual para. 53265 for a two day period* They were then forwarded to 
the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco with a Treasury Form 6599 as a de- 
posit to the Disbursing Officer's official checking account. 

8» Medical Department 

The Medical Department supplies and equipment continue to be adequate. No 
supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the reporting period* 

Medical Evaluation of the Air Group and Ship's Company* The health of 
ship«s company and the Air Group has continued to be excellent. This last tour 
of duty has, however, been in the nature of an anticlimax coming as it has 
between a visit to Hong Kong and the return to the continental limits of the 
United States. There has been no decrease in overall efficiency, but for the 
first time there has been noted a general feeling that personnel would like to 
finish the show and go home* 

In conclusion it is felt that the personnel of this vessel are in excellent 
physical condition after eight months overseas. 



Medical Department Statistical Summary Air Group and Ship's Company 



Periods 


1st 


2nd 


3rd 


Uth 


5th 


Admitted to sick list 


w> 


"275 




T5& 


W 


Admitted to binnacle list 


15 


1U 


1U 


2 


1 


Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days 


.73 




* 






Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days 




.77 








Percent sick days out of possible 10lj,li75 work days 






.78 






Percent sick days out of possible 67,091 work days 








.69 




Percent sick days out of possible UU,980 work days 








.65 


Officers admitted to sick list 


10 


9 


10 


h 


1 


Total visits to sick call 


1,161 


1,258 


3,879 1.901 


1,012 


Patients received from other ships 


1 


1 


1 





2 


Patients transferred to hospital 








1 


3 





Minor injuries treated 


200 


216 


103 


173 


135 


Major injuries treated 


1 


1 


1 


7 


2 


Number shipboard injuries resulting death 


1 








2 





Number of personnel died of disease 


1 














Minor surgical procedures 


2$ 


12 


33 


1*2 


58 


Major surgical procedures 


3 


3 


7 


16 


3 


Venereal diseases and non-gonococcic urethritis 


58 


117 


179 


96 


1*8 


Gonorrhea 


7 


11 


23 


10 


6 


Chancroid 


Hi 


18 


20 


6 


10 


Non-gonococcic urethritis following sexual 












exposure 


37 


88 


136 


80 


32 



Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pilots and crewmen 



Periods 


1st 


2nd 


3rd 


Uth 


5th 


Planes lost, enemy action pilot killed, not reco- 












vered 


1 


1 


1 








Planes lost, pilot not recovered 


1 








1 


2 


Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered minor 












injuries 


1 














Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered uninjured 
planes lost, operational, crewman recovered 


2 





3 


1 















uninjured 

















Planes damaged, enemy action, crewman injured 

















Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured 

















Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons 


15 ' 


2h 


25 


16 


6 


pilots permanently grounded pending medical 












evaluation 











1 





Average number days pilots grounded 


2.1* 


U.2 


7.2 


kih 


3.2 


Crewmen grounded for medical reasons 








1 









The health of the Air Group personnel was considered excellent during the 
period covered by this report and the majority of treatments administered were 
for minor upper respiratory ailments* On 20 April 1953 a twenty miliimeter shell 
was accidontly discharged while a gun was being removed from an F9F-5 fighter 
plane on the hangar deck. It struck the overhead and exploded, inflicting minor 
injuries on several air group plane captains and ordnance personnels 

Two pilots were lost during this period. On April 1953, LTJG R. (N) 
TAYLOR, USNR, of VF-122 was returning at 11,000 feet from a strike when he ex- 
perienced a flame -out. He could not restart his engine and ditched his F9F-5 
fighter plane, which broke apart on impact with the water- He was not observed 
to have left the plane. 

On 20 April 1953, ENS R. T. SC0GGAN, USNR, of VF-121 reported that his 
plane had been damaged by enemy antiaircraft fire, while on strike at Hamhung, 
Korea and that he was bailing out at 20,000 feet. Although his plane was ob- 
served to crash into the sea east of Hodo Pando, neither he nor his parachute 
was observed. H© has been declared missing in action. 

9« Air Department 

a. General 

During this final tour on the line Air Department functions were 
carried out in a normal manner. The period has been marked by* longer hours 
for the flight deck crews, greater ordnance loads on aircraft for the ordnance 
gang, and greater catapult maintenance problems. The morale of the Air De- 
partment remains high with men looking forward to our return to the CONUS. 



b # Aircraft Handling 



The aircraft handling situation has been of a routine nature. Al- 
though the hours of the working day have increased due to earlier sunrises and 
later sunsets, the crews handled aircraft in a smooth and expeditious manner* 

c. Arresting Gear 

There was a total of 9l6 landings made during this period of which 
kOh were conventional type aircraft. There was an average run out of cross 
deck pendants for the jet aircraft of 137*3 feet and 129.2 feet for the con- 
ventional type # 

There were no barrier and/or barricade crashes* 

d. Catapults 

?9F aircraft were launched carrying two thousand seven hundred and 
sixty (2?60) pounds of bombs, believed to be the heaviest load attempted in 
the Korean area. As a result of this lead, higher pressures were required 
and numerous "0 ring" packings started leaking on both catapults* 

On 17 April number six oilgear launching pump, type CG-l£035, on the 
starboard catapult was shut down and found to have four broken pistons. The 
remainder of the tour was completed utilizing only six launching pumps. 

Total shots this period 



Port Catapult 


Starboard Catapult 


F2H-2P 


19 


F2H 


22 


F9F-5 


232 


F9F-5 


2U2 


AD 


22 


AD 


9 


FUu 


3 


fUu 


1U 


TBM 


1 


TBM 


3 


TOTAL 


277 


TOTAL 


290 



e» Aircraft Maintenance 

In order to reduce the expenditures of manila line a number of tie- 
downs, consisting of nylon, webbing and hardware salvaged from worn out ar- 
resting gear barriers, have been manufactured. These tie-downs adequately serve 
the purpose of securing many items of material and equipment against movement 
on the hangar deck* 

Announcing ship turns over the hangar deck 3 MC system has proven 
helpful to maintenance personnel involved in use of teavy equipment as well 
as movement of aircraft, particularly in bay number 3. Movement of aircraft 




engines, fork trucks, and installation of wings, engines or propellers, 
becomes extremely hazardous during turns, especially those of high speed which 
create vibration as well as canting of tho deck. These few moments of warning 
permit personnel to secure equipment or materials against movement* 

An improved arrangement was fabricated by the Aviation Electronics 
Shop for tho ISO Platform radio. This consisted of equipping tho LSO with 
a headset and lip microphone, thus permitting the LSO to talk directly with 
the pilots and give split second directions instead of relaying instructions 
through a talker, A switch, salvaged from a lip microphone cable, was cut out 
of its rubber mounting and fitted into the handle of one of the LSO paddles* 
The cable was clipped to the LSO's clothing and so arranged for quick dis- 
card in emergency, 

Se^ra! AN/ARC-! radio sets received by the Aviation Electronics Shop 
for repairs from escort destroyers were found to have had parts removed and 
wires unsoldered or connected to incorrect terminals. It is believed that 
repairs were attempted by inexperienced or unqualified personnel* 

The #hip has eight WAUKESHA Mod, E, APU«s which have received almost 
constant and continuous use for starting and testing aircraft, Th^ frequent 
movements of those APU's over flight deck arresting gear cables and barriers 
places undue strain on the frame arid axle of the APU. Frequent repairs were 
required, welding the frames and straightening and strengthening the axle* 
It is recommended that a stronger frame and axle be provided for these units. 

The Aviation Metal Shop performed a difficult and intricate task of 
rebuilding a damaged TBM-3 horizontal elevator. The job was completed in an 
elapsed time of 31 hours and was accomplished without the use of jigs or 
special metal forming tools, 

f» Ordnance 

The bomb skid aero 12B with adapter aero 9B was used to carry four 
full aircraft ammunition cans from ready service lockers to aircraft. This 
saved extra trips and saved man-hours normally required. 

The V*T. fuzes received have been modified with a heavy antenna ring. 
The jump-out pin that receives tho arming wire has not been modified for the 
extra thickness of this antenna ring, making it necessary for all pins to be 
drilled to receive the arming wire, 

g. Gasoline 

The lack of spare parts continues to effect the operation of the gas- 
oline system. An attempt was made to obtain some items on open purchase in 
Hong Kong, B.C.C,. however, lack of commercial sources prevented success in 
this venture, Allowance lists have been found to be unrealistic and suitable 




representation has been made to correct the present allowance list. Emphasis 
should be placed on the necessity of instituting adequate allowance lists im- 
mediately for components that are peculiar to this particular type of gasoline 
system* 

Overall operation of the gasoline and aviation lube oil systems has been 
very good. 

PART vn 
SUMMAHf OF REO*a©©AfI0NS 

li Page 10 paragraph 5 (2) 

that B6 type aerial film developing units be made available to units using 
the K-38 camera with A8B magazines^ 

2# Page 10 paragraph 6 (2) 

That barter kits be constructed of heavier material of one piece construction. 

3« Page 11 paragraph 7 (2) 

That CVA-type ships proceeding to Hong Kong be replenished from AVS prior 
to leaving the line or immediately upon return, or duriiig a stop-over at Sasebo 
if operational commitments permit# 

U# Page 16 paragraph 9e (6) 

That the frames and axles on the WAUKESHA Mod E, APU be constructed stronger • 

5* Page 17 partgra|ih 9g (l) 

That allowance lists pertaining to gasoline system components be revised 
to reflect normal usage i terns « 

COURTNEX S HANDS 
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(2) advance jlFClJ^SiBtA) 
JPACFLT (5) advance £rfl»*V>- , ~ 



CNO 

CINCPACFLT , 
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 
COMNAVFE (1) advance 
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 
COMSEVEN THFLT (1) advance 
CTF-77 (1) advance 
COMCARDIV 1 
COMCARDIV 3 
COMCARDIV 5 
COMAIRPAC (10) 

COMSERVPAC 

COMFAIR JAPAN 

COMFAIRALAMEDA 

COMFAIRQUONSET 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

NLO JOC KOREA 

USS BOXER (CVA-21) 

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) 

USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5) 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-Ul) 

USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 

USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 

USS WASP (CVA-18) 

USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10) 

USS ESSEX (CVA-9) 

USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) 

CVG 2 

CVG 5 

CVG 7 

CVG 9 

CVG 11 

CVG 15 

CVG 19 

CVG 101 

CVG 12 

ATG 2 (5) 




U.S.S. ORISKANI (CVA-3U) 
Care of Fleet post Office 
San Francisco, California 
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SUMMARY REPORT 



OP OPERATIONS DURING DEPLOYMENT IN WESTPAC 



This summary is submitted to provide interested commands with a consoli- 
dated report of this ship»s comments, based upon actual combat experiences* 
while attached to Fast Carrier Task Force 77 • 



lm Aviation Stores 

The total money value of aviation material issued to embarked squadrons 
was $923,331*68. During the period of deployment in the forward area 9933 
items were requested of which 9629 were furnished from stock. Availability 
from stock was 96.9 percent. There were 32 individual ACOG item requests 
passed by the ship. Thirteen of these were requested for MIS allowance items 
nineteen were requests for non-allowance items. Major components issued were 

Aircraft Engines 

J3lrtffi3U 1 

jU8p6a 12 

R2800-1BW h 

R2800-32W 

R3350-26WA 7 

Total* 2h 

Wing panels 

A A A F F F P 

D D D U h 9 2 

3/U UM ItW UU U$N F5> H2P 

1 o IE 1 1 1 Total: 18 

Although the aviation supply system has operated, generally, in a very 
effective manner, this ship received, near the end of its deployment, ship- 
ments of certain priority B initial outfitting requirements with original DDD 
prior to deployment. The ship was replenished on the line three times by 
the U.S.S. CHCURRE (ARV-1). A total of 66 tons were received; U3 tons on 19 
November, 22 tons on 19 January, and 1 ton on 7 February. The COD system was 
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of great value and delivery of aviation fleet freight via other replenish- 
ment vessels was of considerable value* 

2, General Stores 

Previous usage data was found ^independable during the first combat deploy- 
ment to the Far East, Unforseen requirements and unanticipated usage caused 
high requisitioning from service forces* Items in shortest supply were hand 
tools (class i|0,i|l), teletype paper, Stoddard solvent, and general mess cups. 

Mobile service forces provided excellent support within their limitations* 

Total value of issues for period &211,lUi3«20 
Total value of present inventory $2k2, 552*97 

3* Ship's Stores and Clothing and Small Stores 

Woolen winter underwear has been separated from normal laundry and washed 
in lukewarm water in order to reduce shrinkage . Occasional breakdowns of 
washers, extractors, presses, and soft drink machines have required adjust- 
ments of the normal work schedule* A brief shortage of cigarettes required 
rationing* 

Ship's store sales have been constantly high. No serious excesses have 
been encountered, except for' a few old costume jewelry sets. Ship*s store short- 
ages have occured in watches (both dress and military), in Argus o3 cameras, 
in marking tubes, on occasion in stationery, in inexpensive pens, Dial soap, 
shaving lotions, and, on one occasion of cigarettes. Ship»s store inventory 
has declined in value from $150,000.00 to GU5/000.00. 

C°&S sales have been very high, with special demand for work items, such 
as dungaree trousers, dungaree jumpers, chambray shirts, black socks, gloves, 
etc.* The only slow moving items have been "whites" and blue cloth caps* 

Many procurement difficulties were eliminated by carrying a large beginning 
inventory* Staple ship«s store items were available in the Yokosuka area. 
CScSS requisitions were only from 50-70 percent filled. Souvenir items were 
found difficult to obtain from the Central Purchasing Office, with delivery com- 
ing from one to four months after submission of orders* No status information 
was available* An independent vendor was able to furnish similar material upon 
very short notice. Replenishment at sea was successful when used* An acute 
shortage of cigarettes was eldjninated by a large transfer at sea* Other items 
were small transfers between ships, by verbal request made at the time to re- 
plenishment ships, 

km Commissary 

The total tonnage of provisions received by this vessel during the period 
in the forward area from 30 October 1952 to 25 April 1953 amounted to 935 tons 
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at sea and 233 tons in port. The percentage of requisitions filled at sea was 
83-9 percent and 63*7 percent in port* 

During the tour in the forward area some items have been available only in 
limited quantities from pupport ships* While operating in this area a total of 
196k lbs* of crackers, '666 lbs. of powdered eggs and 25,995 lbs. of lettuce, 
10,052 lbs. of fresh tomatoes have been received, against tota], orders of 
23,500 lbs., 3,050 lbs., 1|7,000 lbs., 26,000 lbs. respectively. 

5. Disbursing 

Upon first arrival in Japan liberty parties were held up nearly one whole 
day because it was necessary for the Disbursing Officer to obtain MPC and Yen 
and then hold a currency exchange prior to their departure from the ship. If 
MPC had been available at Pearl Harbor, exchange could have been completed prior 
to arrival in Japan. By the same token, if the Disbursing Officers be allowed 
to turn in MPC at Pearl Harbor, thus allowing exchange to be made after de- 
parture from Japan, much last minute confusion could be prevented. 

Disbursing forms are not available in any appreciable amounts in the COMNAVFE 
area. All ships should carry sufficient amounts to last the complete cruise 
with emphasis on DD-137's and tax forms 10h0 and lOUOA. 

Repair facilities for calculators, adding machines, etc., in Yokosuka are 
inadequate. All machines should be cleaned and reconditioned if possible prior 
to departure from the United States. 

6. W a rdroom 

The outstanding change made for the period of operation was that of cafe- 
teria style feeding at all meals rather than the normal serving arrangement. 
At evening meal a second seating was used for senior officers or those prefer- 
ring regular service for that meal. This meal was served U5 minutes after 
completion of cafeteria feeding. This innovation fitted in very well with 
the air operations. Any variation from the cafeteria hours was listed on the 
air operation schedule one day in advance to insure that meals were available 
for those flights unable to meet the schedule. 

A tight system has been drawn up for the collection of charges from trans- 
ient personnel. The system used by this ship is to have the Transfer Officer 
notify the Mess Treasurer by memo of new arrivals and the expected departure 
dates of each, m addition, each morning a schedule of the day's anticipated 
departures is forwarded to the Mess Treasurer. 

Prices in the commissary store in Yokosuka should be compared with general 
mess prices. On butter> for example, a large saving can be realized* 
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NAVIGATION DEPARTMENT 



During the present operations the Navigation Department has had excellent 
opportunities for the training of deck-watch«-standers. The rapidity of tactical 
maneuvers and the great variety of situations affords excellent practice in 
ship handling. To supplement on-the-job training, classes were held to im- 
prove the watch standers knowledge and technique in the use of the tools of his 
trade. Voice-radio procedure was practiced utilizing a tape recorder which readily 
demonstrated improper procedure. Officers in departments not normally assigned 
00D watch standing have been included in an effort to benefit as many as pos- 
sible. To increase the experience of those officers already qualified, OOD»s 
have been given practice in actually making the approaches and keeping station 
alongside the replenishment ships. This has greatly improved the officers f 
conception of relative motion. 

The total number of Underway 00D qualifications granted on this Korean 
tour is twenty-one, bringing the total of qualified Underway OOD's to thirty-one. 

During this tour the "automatic" steering device, now incorporated aboard 
the ORISKANY, was used approximately one half of the time. It was found gen- 
erally satisfactory, and especially well suited to heavy weather steering. 
During heavy weather, the recording machine indicated that automatic used one 
half the rudder angle that the helmsman needed to maintain the same course , 
This greatly reduced the wear on steering engines, and reduced helmsman fatigue. 

The starboard wing of the bridge has had several features incorporated to 
increase the comfort and efficiency of the conning officer during the winter 
replenishment operations. A seat was installed with a foot rest, a plexiglass 
windshield was erected, and a canvas awning covering the wing was installed, 
A blackboard is maintained on the wing on which is recorded the most recent 
engine RPM and course being steered. 

Navigation presented no serious problems, Loran coverage was excellent 
in the Japanese Sea, and in most areas traversed with the notable exception 
of the South China Sea. 



1, Performance 
a. personnel 

During the period from 28 October 1952 to 22 April 1953 the average 
on board count was 2795: 2011 ship's company; 62 Marines; 17 sWUj 626 CVG-12 
and 79 COMCARDIV 5. 
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During the period covered by this report a total of 19 officers reported for 
duty and 26 were detached* 

The overall general performance and morale of all hands was maintained at 
a very high level throughout the tour in the operating area* 

During the period covered by this report a total of 2^0 enlisted personnel 
were received on board and 36U were transferred (excluding conferees) by the 
following methods- 

Received Transferred 

COD 110 138 

High Line 60 lU3 

Helicopter 70 73 

Other 10 10 

b« Training 

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the 
following: 

New classes organized 7 

Active classes at the end of period 29 

Number of class-hours held during period 698 

Number of Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out liil 
Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence) ordered 

by men 192 

Number of USAFI texts checked out 38 

Number of USAFI Correspondence Courses ordered lU5 

Number of batteries of USAFI GED texts administered 92 

Number of USAFI GED batteries ordered 87 

Number of enrollments in college extension courses 12 

Number of USAFI End-of -Month Tests ordered by men 8 
Number of letters sent to civilian schools on behalf of 

men for counseling and placement purposes 5 

Number of requests for service schools forwarded 29 

c # Legal 

Legal activities covered by the period of this report showed a marked 
decline in legal matters. 

Legal matters for the latter pa*t of this period concerned mostly the 
completion of the proceedings of a board of investigation. 

d» Welfare and Recreation 

Bingo parties were organized for morale purposes and also for various 
charities, proceeds from the parties and special raffles held on board were 
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donated to the March of Dimes, Red Cross, Netherlands Flood Relief and the Navy 
Relief Society. The parties seemed to be a big success and served as an "on- 
the-line" morale builder for both officers and enlisted* 

Happy Hours have been conducted on replenishing days, using talent from 
ship's company and Air Gr ou P« 

The Hobby shop is open daily for use by all hands. There is a wide variety 
of crafts, i.e., leathercraft, model planes, automobiles, ships, sail boats, etc.. 



e. Religious Services 

Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Mormoh and Christian Science services are 
held regularly and on special occasions. During the period covered by this 
report, special services were held for the personnel who lost their lives while 
in the execution of their duties. 



f . public Information 

public Information activities covered during the period of this report 
consisted of the following: 



Navy news dispatches (by radio) 63 

News feature stories and layouts (by mail) 16 

Mews photo releases 128 

Radio newscasts 2 

Hometown news stories (to FHTWC) 3528 

Tape recording releases 55 



PART IV 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 



In the one hundred and twenty- three days of operations the health of ship*s 
company and the Air Group has been excellent. The incidence of disease, of 
anxiety, and of psychic tension has been minimal, performance has continued to 
improve until it has reached a peak of excellency at which point it has leveled 
off. Morale has remained on a very high level. The unit pride of ship's com- 
pany and squadron personnel has been as high as any vessel or squadron in the 
area. 



There has been no indication that present operating policies of Task Force 
77 are inadequate in so far as personnel are concerned. An adequate balance of 
rest and recreation with operation has been maintained. It is, however, felt 
that the last period on the line was anticlimatic in nature. Had strategic 
requirements permitted, personnel would have rather spent an additional period 
on the line and then gone home, rather than going to Hong Kong only to return 
for fifteen days longer* 
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Medical Department Statistical Summary of Air Group apd Ship's Company, 



Admitted to sick list 997 

Admitted to binnacle list U8 

percent sick days out of possible 371*010 work days *.72 

Officers admitted to sick list 33 

Total visits to sick call 9211 

Patients received from cthefr d-jjps U 

Patients transferred to hospital U 

Minor injuries treated 82U 

Major injuries treated 12 

Number of shipboard injuries resulting in death 3 

Number of personnel died of disease 1 

Minor surgical procedures 17li 

Major surgical procedures 33 

Venereal disease and non-gcnococcic urethritis U98 

Gonorrhea 57 

Chancroid 68 

Non-gonococcic urethritis following sexual exposure 373 

Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pilots and Crewmen 

Planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed not recovered 3 

Planes lost, pilot not recovered h 

Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered, minor injuries 2 
Planes lost, enemy action, not operational, pilot recovered 

uninjured £ 

Planes lost, operational, crewmen recovered uninjured 

Planes damaged, enemy action crewman injured 

Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured 

Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons 57 

Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation 

Average number days pilots grounded 7.9 

Crewmen grounded for medical reasons 1 



The above statistical summary does not reflect the true state of health 
of the Air Group pilots as two were grounded over a protracted period as a 
result of fractures of the lower extremities* In general, the health of the ■ 
Air Group personnel was considered excellent over the period covered by this 
report, with no serious physical or mental illnesses in evidence. 

The following is a chronological summary of Air Group personnel lost during 
the period covered by this report: 

ll/U/52 ENS A. W. RIKER, USNR, 551737, missing in action, after bailing 
out over North Korea following antiaircraft damage to his aircraft. 

11/15/52 LT G. A. GAUDETTE, USNR, U531UU, killed in action when his plane 
crashed in North Korea. Circumstances unknown. 
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# 



■ 12/22/52 LTJG J. A. HUDSON, USN, 532903, killed in action when his plane 
crashed in Forth Korea, circumstance s unknown. 

2/1/53 CDR J. C. MICHgEL, USN, 85362, killed in action after his plane 
shed wing while diving on North Korean target, 

3/22/53 LTJG R. K. MEW, USNR, 39U627, killed when his plane crashed 
into the sea after being catapulted from carrier. 

U/lU/53 LTJG R. (K) TAYLOR, U8NR, U01295, killed when he ditched plane. 

U/20/53 MS R. T. SC0G0£E, TJSNR, 551739, missing in action after pre- 
sumably bailing out from plane damaged by enemy anti-aircraft fire # 



1. Air Intelligence 

ORGANIZATION : The Air Intelligence force throughout our operations in the 
Korean area consisted of three officers and three enlisted men plus the Air 
Group AIO and two enlisted men from the Air Group Staff* No officers or men 
were detached during the period which git atly aided the functioning of the of- 
fice. Officers and men were rotated in their billets with each tour on the 
line. The cnly enlisted man not rotated was the flak specialist* 

GENERAL: Upon reporting to the Task Force for the first tour, the intel- 
ligence section experienced a degree of confusion which persisted for ap- 
proximately one week. This condition is well known to other carriers reporting 
for their first tour. The major problem is setting up a workable procedure 
in compiling and disseminating the mass of information forwarded by the carrier 
being relieved, i.e., flak plots, chart layouts and displays, briefing aids, 
reporting instructions, brief notes, etc ## Th e importance of having a smooth 
functioning organization at the outset cannot be overstressed. AI0*s reporting 
to the forward area prior to deployment helps to alleviate this problem, but 
this system is far from a cure -all . 

To relieve this condition it is recommended that relieving carriers re- 
quest a ship or squadron AIO, from the line, meet their ship at Yokosuka and 
remain on board until the relieving ship has operated in the Korean area for 
several days. 

Flak: Flak for target briefings was plotted on four At© L?5l charts 
(scale 1:50,000). Ready reference to these charts is maintained by an overlay 
on a 1:500,000 scale chart. Flak for Rail and Recco Routes was plotted on AMS 
L75l charts backe* with kraft paper. The use of flak overlays, periodically 
distributed by CTF-77 was of little value for target briefings due to the stale 
employed, i.e., 1:250,000, but is of value for hecklers and planning ingress 
routes to targets. 
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Receiving, flak information when returning to the line is considered to be 
inadequate. Some improvement to this problem during the last tour was made 
when CTF-77 sent by dispatch flak positions located in the target areas. 

Flak suppression continues to be a necessity in heavily defended areas 4 
It is interesting to note that many flak positions do not open fire until the 
attacking aircraft have passed over the target and are on their climb out* 

Stowage: Maps and charts are stored in a fan room, compartment 2-78, 
A card index is maintained on these ir#ps and charts precluding the possibility 
of running short qn any one area. Target possiers are stowed in the Registered 
Publications Office. 

Charts: Excellent service was received from the COMF AIR JAPAN Air Naviga- 
tion Office in fulfilling all chart requests. COD delivery was used to re- 
place a low supply during the first tour* 

Charts showing the highest usage factor were the AMS L?5l series. It 
is recommended that carriers carry an initial allowance of 100 L?5l charts of 
the area from Wonsan south to the bombline. 

1:250,000 scale coverage should be obtained for the entire Far East coastal 
areas. Fifteen of thsse charts of the more important areas should suffice, 
further supplemented by 1:500,000 scale coverage. 

It was found that no one method of arranging display boards sufficed 
for all ready rooms. Variations were made according to the type aircraft 
being flown and space limitations. All squadron AIO's found, however^ that 
the AMS 1552, plastic terrain model map of Korea, was of considerable value 
both for debriefing purposes and preflight tactical planning. 

The majority of the pilots have expressed a preference for the IMS J$$2 
series charts, with hill shading, over the AAC charts. During the latter 
part of the cruise, however, it was noted that one jet squadron changed 
back to the AAC chart. The reason given for the change back was that some 
pilots felt roads and rivers stand out more clearly on the AAC charts. 

2. Communications 

ORGANIZATION: The commissioned officer complement consisted of one LTJG 
and six Ensigns other than the Communication Officer. Upon embarking, Com- 
mander carrier Division FIVE supplemented this complement with two CWO's of the 
rank of LTJG. 

The operational strength of the OR Division consisted of a total of 62 
men. A three section watch was maintained arri proved adequate under most cir- 
cumstances. The Flag supplemented this total with an additional 15 men upon 
embarking. 
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GENERAL:, Communications throughout the period covered by this summary 
were considered highly satisfactory. The nunfcer of frequencies and circuits 
manned varied, dependent upon whether the ship was, or was not, operating in 
the capacity of a flagship* variance is noted below. AN/ARCl frequencies 
are not included. 



In order to man the necessary circuits in main radio, a two section watch * 
was mandatory during the first period covered by this report, necessitating 
the use of unqualified strikers on some circuits. However, this procedure 
provided valuable training, and upon all successive periods a three section 
watch proved adequate. 

Circuit t6 provided a very effective means of moving high precedence 
traffic. Reception en circuit B32 was generally very good, except during 
the period frora midnight tutiitl 0600. - 

Little or no difficulty was experienced in maintaining communications on 
the primary and secondary tactical circuits. This ship employed two separate 
transmitters and receivers on these circuits, thereby ensuring protection 
should the problem of equipment failure arice. 

Cryptographic facilities were frequently overloaded. It is felt that the 
tendency of using precedences of "0" and "OP" indiscriminately, is a practice 
that could lead to a major weakness in the force communication linkage. A 
notable portion of the traffic bearing such precedence consists of summaries 
of past actions and other unrelated matters, which of themselves do not warrant 
such urgency, compared with traffic of an immediate operational nature. 
Overclassification is another factor tobe considered with regard to the situation 
of overloaded cryptographic facilities. 

Visual communications consisted almost entirely of flashing light and 
Nancy. The OS Division operated with a divisional strength one-half of 
that set forth in the allowance list for a CVA class vessel of this conversion. 
Had flag hoist communications been used extensively, the complement of the 
OS Division would have been definitely inadequate. 

P^COlSEIIDLxTIC^IS : , Subject to the above comments, the following reconw 
mendations are submitted: 

That commands review current instructions defining the correct use S 
of precedence. 

That a separate circuit be designated for traffic pertaining to 
tactical s ituations of an immediate nature and other urgent matters. Close 
supervision should be maintained to ensure that no commands violate the use 
of this net. 



Assignment 

Individual unit 
Flagship 



Frequencies 

22 
30 



Circuits Main Radio 

11 
12 
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That commands ensure that personnel authorized to assign security clas- 
sification are familiar with the regulations pertaining to such assignment* 

3* Photographic Interpretation 

ORGANIZATION t The -Photographic Interpretation unit consisted of one 
officer, cxie CPO and two enlisted men* The officer and CPO were primarily 
concerned with interpretation and targeting. The enlisted Alameda graduate PI 
assistant assembled and annotated target mosaics* The other enlisted man was used 
to file photography* 

GENERAL: A total of 208 photo sorties were interpreted during the cruise* 
Interpretation as directed by CTF-77 consisted of railroad and highway route 
surveillance, flak studies, airfield surveillance, damage assessment and target 
search* Target search was emphasized during this cruise* Targeting itself was 
generally limited to supply areas, troop concentrations, vehicle parks and small 
industrial facilities* 

Photo sorties from all carriers were plotted on 1*250,000 maps and keyed 
to carrier and sortie nuirber, under which the photography was filed* It was 
occasionally desirable to have more than onte coverage of each area, but space 
limitations restrict the photo file to only the latest current set of photography. 

A secondary cockpit briefing aid was developed during the cruise which proved 
very valuable to the pilot. The coverage of each target mosaic was plotted on 
1:50,000 maps with nearby flak. This was reproduced and when combined with the 
CTF-77 target mosaic, became a valuable cockpit target folder. It enabled pilots 
to navigate more easily to the exact target area and enabled them to plan flak 
free avenues of attack and withdrawal* 

An atlas of Korea was composed in such a manner that four adjoining 1:50,000 
maps could be viewed simultaneously . In this atlas is maintained a continuous 
plot of CTF-77 designated targets, confirmed flak, hospitals, POW camps, bomb- 
line information, CD guns and suspect areas* This information when plotted 
proved the basis for a more comprehensive approach to interpretation than had 
previously been employed by this carrier. The duplication of already existing 
targets was eliminated, providing instead a means of informing CTF-77 of the con- 
dition of targets. The established status and position of flak made it possible 
to report abandoned flak as well as new positions. The overall effect of the sys- 
tem is to furnish a composite picture of all pertinent intelligence which had 
been obtained from previous TF-77 photography and Air Force reported flak and 
target areas. In addition, the mechanical composition of the atlas provided a 
much simpler method for photo tracking* 

Stereo briefing was employed successfully on a few occasions. It is recom- 
mended for the more difficult targets. However, the use of stereo on all targets 
is presently beyond the capabilities of a small interpretation unit* 
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COMMENTS* It is suggested that same permanent system be established wheretjy 
experience gained in the combat area could be pooled. New systems which are 
constantly being improvised by Photo Interpretation units in the f orward area 
need to be evaluated for the benefit of other units* A possible solution is the 
"detachment" method employed by the VC-61 Photo Squadron, which w6uld enable 
Photo Interpretation Units to be assembled and trained as a unit prior to em- 
barking for a forward area. 

U. Photographic Laboratory 

ORGANIZATION: Two crews were assigned to have all photography completed by 
O730. Each crew worked 12 hours, the day crew starting at 0730 with the night 
crew taking over from 1930 to 0730 the following morning* The day crew having 
the majority of men, developed all the aerial film, made all flash prints, manned 
flight quarter stations and kept up the routine work* One photo detachment man 
assisted in the processing of aerial film and the loading of aerial camera 
magazines. This was discontinued after the first operating period ended and the 
lab personnel did all the film processing ahd loading of magazines for the re- 
maining periods on the line. This arrangement proved satisfactory since it gave 
the photo detachment personnel more time to take care of installation and checking 
of photographic equipment in the planes. Air Group personnel processed all 16mm 
black and white gun camera film and maintained gun oameras in the aircraft. 
They also covered some of the PIO photography of the Air Group. The night crew 
of six men, headed by ,the AF1 camera repairman, completed all printing of sorties, 
plot charts and target pin point photographs. 

GENERAL: Upon arrival in the operating area on 28 October 19$2 the number 
of photographic personnel assigned was 19, including one Warrant Officer, 1 AFC, 
2 AF1, 1 AF3, 1 PH3, and 13 nonrated men. The majority of personnel were in- 
experienced in the processing and printing of aerial film and all equipment con- 
nected with aerial photography. Work load for the first operating period on the 
line was far below expectations due to ncn -flying days, A8B magazine and K-38 
camera failures. However, much needed experience was gained and speed and ef- 
ficiency in production increased in each operating period. 

The combination of using D-19 film developer and Tri-X panchromatic aerial 
film produced very satisfactory negatives both before and during the winter 
periods when snow blanketed Korea. D-72 paper developer was used to make all 
prints. Flash prints were made from all rolls of aerial film. 

More photographic work was accomplished upon returning to the line, but 
malfunctioning of the A8B magazines and K-38 cameras resulted in lost sorties. 
Taper pins in the K-38 camera case drive sheared, when film back lashed and 
jammed after 200 feet of film was exposed. Plastic gears were stripped and 
replaced with metal gears in all A8B magazines. However, the malfunctioning 
continued. 

Work increased greatly on the third trip on the line. A8B magazines 
worked satisfactorily after the camera repairman removed heavy oil found on the 
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spring clutch. The K-38 cameras gave minimum trouble. The K-38 36" lens kits 
were used frequently and no difficulty was encountered in the conversions from 
the 2U" to the 36" lenses 4 The heater switches in the A1QA dryers burned out, 
due to over heating. Ship's electriciarta repaired the switches and time lost 
in drying was negligible, The B~5 developing outfit worked well in processing 
film and sonne prints of 200 foot lengths. Rolls of 390 feet had to be cut in 
order to fit on the B-5 outfit which resulted in lost exposures in the middle 
of the rolls . Upon receipt of a B-6, h06 foot developing outfit, this dif- 
ficulty was eliminated and time was saved in processing and handling of 390 foot 



Photographic copying of plot charts, overlays, and target pin point photo- 
graphs were dene in the print shop by print shop personnel. The photo lab 
furnished all the necessary f iln^and photographic personnel did all the develop* 
ing of exposed film and the jmaking of all prints. 

T. L. MC GRAW, PHAN, was killed by bomb fragments while at his flight quarter 
station in the after starboard catwalk. After this accident, only one man on the 
06 island level was used to cover both landings and take offs. 

Upon receipt of instructions from COMCARDIV 5 an image motion compensator 
for use on the K-38 camera was manufactured. With the aid of personnel from 
the U.S. 3. PHILIPPINE oEA (CVA-U?) and VC-61, this was accomplished in two days. 
The ground test proved satisf actoiy , and with the limited time left on the line, 
only a few sorties were flown. The results of these flight tests also proved 
satisfactory. 

STATISTICS: Photographic sorties flown during the operating periods on the 
line were 208. The usable aerial negatives and prints made from these sorties 
are as follows: 



Still negatives and prints of plot charts, overlays, and target pin point 

photographs for ACI, Staff, and pilot briefings were as follows: 1,627 

8x10 inch negatives; 23,6U3 8x10 inch prints; 72U 20x2U inch prints. 

This figure does not include negatives and prints made for PIO, RUDM»s and : 

other routine work. Total negatives and prints of all sizes made (exclusive of 

aerial negatives and prints) were: 7,908 negatives and U5,6U2 prints. 57,553 

feet of black and white gun camera film was processed. 

Major chemicals expended are as follows: U77 gallons D-l9 film developer; 
556 gallons D-72 paper developer; 2268 gallons acid fixer. 

Sonne printing paper expenditures are as follows: 1,39U rolls, of this 9U6 
rolls were grade #3* 



rolls* 



U,791 9x9 inch negatives 
18,291 9x18 inch negatives 



11,17U 9x9 inch prints 
106,361 9x18 inch prints 
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RECOMMENDATIONS* It Is recommended that all units operating with the KV}8 
cameras and A8B magazines be supplied with a total of two B-6 aerial film devel- N x 
oping outfits. There is a critical need for a qualified camera repairman on 
the ships operating in the Far East due to numerous camera and equipment failures 
caused by constant use.. It has been recommended that the present allowance 
list be revised to include one camera repairman* 

The amount of aerial photcgraphy accomplished is indeed great and since the 
developing outfits for film and sorine prints contain £ gallons or more solution, 
it is desired that D-19 and acid fixer be supplied in $ gallon containers* 
It is believed that time in mixing the chemicals and saving of money would 
result because of the larger containers* 

!?♦ Combat Information Center 

ORGANIZATION; A minimum of two full time Air Controllers were required 
during operating periods* A third controller was assigned whenever the flying 
day became extended. Remaining officers were assigned as CIC watch officers. 
Newly reporting officers and erilisted section leaders performed the duty of 
assistant CICwO* 

A radar control officer was required during all flight operations to aid 
in identification and to insure a complete up to date summary plot* This duty 
was normally performed by an experienced petty officer stationed at a VK repeater 
in front of the vertical board. It is necessary that the RCO have access to 
MK-10 IFF controls and that he continuously monitor the strike control frequency. 

GENERAL: Prior to the ship's arrival in the combat zone the CIC Officer and 
an Air Cont roller of the ORISKANY were given TAD aboard operating carriers of TF-77 
for a brief period of indoctrination- This opportunity to observe TF-77 oper- 
ational procedures and practices was of great value in that it prepared ORISKANJf's 
CIC team to assume its control functions with a minimum of ihitial error and 
confusion. 

During the six month operating period on the line ORIbKANY's CIC served as 
Flag CIC for three, months for COMCARDIV $. Four men were assigned from the 01 
Division to perform Flag CIC duties on a full time basis. 

Five CIC watch officers have been qualified as 00D underway and a like 
number of 00D f s have been indoctrinated in CIC procedures, capabilities and 
limitations. Besides furthering the qualifications of the officers concerned, 
immediate benefits have been realised in that each officer now tes a much better 
appreciation of the problems of the other and a smoother CIC -BRIDGE relationship 
has resulted. 

Air Controllers from destrqyers and cruisers have been ordered aboard far 
refresher training and observation. Day intercept practice can be afforded ttese 
controllers but the nature of the Task Force operations affords little op- 
portunity for all-weather practice intercepts. OiiloKANY has also been assigned 
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standrby guard for CAP when CAP control hps been assigned to DD's. This guard 
requires continuous plotting of CAP and monitoring of the #AP frequency by a 
qualified air controller. Control of CAP had to be assumed from DD's on numerous 
occasions since many of the destroyers had inadequate equipment for control of 
jet CAP, In most cases positive control of jets at medium and long ranges can 
be maintained only through use of MK-10 IFF # 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT: Air and surface search radar performance was uni- 
formly excellait throughout the period of operations* However, performance of the 
SX height system has been poor* Even when the height gear is operating at peak 
performance, no altitude info imaticn can be obtained on targets at rsnges 
^greater than k$*5$ miles* This range is considerably reduced on small flights 
of jet aircraft* The ship has been unable to assume an altitude guard assignment 
on occasion due to equipment breakdown* Shearing of the SX drive gear has been 
experienced on four separate occasions* It is believed that the altitude de- 
termining capabilities of the entire Task F-orce constitutes the greatest limitation 
to adequate air defense* Accurate altitude information is of primary importance 
in the consumation of a jet air intercept at an acceptable range. 

VHF radio communications have been good to excellent* However, it has been 
necessary to utilize TDQ transmitters and AN/ARC receivers for voice com- 
munications at extreme ranges. Cross-talk on AN/ARC 1 s has been reduced Jtjut not 
eliminated* Alignment of the mixer circuit in the transmitter to prevent spur- 
ious radiations as outlined in COMAIKPAC Itr ser 73/2832 has failed to eliminate 
radio interference. Interference continued to handicap controllers using TDQ- 
RCK's as well as AN /ARC ■ s on circuits Elz and Elaa with only a 0.18 MD 
separation* 

There is a great need for additional MK-10 IFF equipment. MK-10 video 
presentation should be available to repeaters far the SCO, two air control 
stations and the search radar operator. These four stations are considered the 
minimum necessary and each should have a ^separate IFF presentation control 
system. 

RECOMMENDATION S ; That every effort be made to develop a radar suitable far 
installation aboard CVA f s which is capable of accurate altitude determination 
of jet type aircraft at a range of at least 100 miles. 

That VHF circuits be assigned with due regard to adequate frequency 
separation for commonly used air control and tactical nets to prevent mutual 
interferences* 

That a minimum of four C-81U/UPX-1 radar set controls be made avail* 
able to each CVA for adequate IFF presentation* 

6. Air Operations 

ORGANIZATION j Air Operations should have a minimum of ten enlisted per- 
sonnel assigned. At least three of these ten men should be rated air controlmen. 



15 



Enclosure (2) 




• DECLASSIFIED * 



If a CCA personnel unit (minimum of ten men) is on board, these men can be util- 
ized to man both Air Operations and CCA with a resulting increase in efficiency 
for all concerned. The ORISKANY 1 s CCA personnel were quickly able to learn 
and actually perform most of the duties of Air Operations. The duty air control- 
man made practically ail the radio transmissions* This permits the air opera- 
tions watch officer to act as a general supervisor and greatly increased the 
efficiency and value of Air Operations. 

GENERAL: A general and gradual improvement was noted in all phases of 
air operations as the line toiirs progressed* From the experience gained the 
following comments are submitted as sumrorizihg the more valuable lessons 
learned. 

COMMENTS s A sound powered telephone direct to the open bridge should be 
installed. This is a considerable convenience for the Captain and greatly 
expedites obtaining decisions and reports concerning air operations. It is 
of particular value during emergency situations. 

Air Operations should handle all outgoing communications to the departing 
aircraft (launch report, switch to control frequency, last minute ins tr Tactions, 
etc.) and primary fly should control incoming aircraft on the land/launch 
frequency as they report to the ship from strike control etc.* This eliminates 
much of the inter-com on sound powered transmissions and, it is believed, ef- 
fects a much more positive and smoother control of aircraft* Air Operations, 
being in direct contact with the Captain, controls all except the most im- 
mediate of emergencies. 

Air Operations on this ship was fortunate in its physical arrangement 
since four radios were always available for its use. One TDQ-RCK was used 
for the land/launch frequsncy and two CCA VHF stations were set up for guard, 
strike, and CAP control. The fourth radio was set up on the recently estab- 
lished UHF air operations net* The strike control CCA radio was also crystal- 
lized for all Task Force 77 carrier land/launch frequencies. This enabled 
Air Operations to relieve or assist primary fly with the helicopter com- 
munications and with emergencies involving other carriers 1 planes. It was 
also frequently very convenient to monitor the strike or CAP circuits. However, 
the land/launch and guard radios are the only two considered essential. 

Air Operations should be generally arranged physically so that the watch 
officer can see the status and availability boards, contact the Captain and 
prijmary fly, via intercom circuits, and reach all radios without moving* The 
many daily "in extremis" situations arising in coitfcat aircraft operations makes 
this an almost mandatory requirement. It also greatly improves the endurance 
and dispositions of all connected with Air Operations. 

Along with other ship's representatives, an Air Operations Officer was amatg 
the operations department officers tfio were ordered to Task Force 77 about 
three weeks in advance of the ship's arrival in the operating area. This ex- 
perience proved very helpful and is highly recommended. 
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AIR DEPARTMENT 



GENERAL: During the operating period jtt^t completed, the Air Department 
carried out all assigned duties with an average on board count of I46O enlisted 
personnel and 12 officers. The helicopter detachment assigned to this ship was 
comprised of 2 officers and 7 enlisted men* There were no accidents involving 
helicopters on board this vessel during the period. A small cadre of exper- 
ienced and energetic petty officers, warrant officers, and division officers 
contributed to the development of the high morale and teamwork exhibited by 
the crews during this period. There were 2 fatal accidents; one resulting from 
a bomb explosion on the flight deck and the other during respot operations 
when a plane handler fell beneath the wheel of an AD type aircraft • One man was 
blown over the side during a jet launch but was rescued immediately by the 
plane guard helicopter. 

The average on board count of aircraft was 12 plus 1 helicopter. As a 
result of the development of an efficient maintenance control organization, 
aircraft availability improved greatly. The close coordination existing be* 
tween the aircraft handling officer and CVG maintenance officer insured econony 
of time and effort. 

RECOMMENDATIONS j The most serious problem confronted by the department 
during the period was created through loss of personnel by transfer and/or 
separation without replacement. The department on board count varied from a 
high of four hundred seventy to a low of four hundred forty. The first figure 
is considered low for the type operations schedule d and the latter figure so 
jeopardized assigned functions that a transfer of forty ttA/SN's from the 
Gunnery Department was effected immediately. The rapid respot, reaming, and 
servicing of aircraft required in the Task Force can on3y be accomplished smoothly 
and safely with sufficient personnel, particularly for plane handling crews. 
A minimum allowance of U96 enlisted men is recommended for the Air Department 
of the CVA-3H class carriers while engaged in operations in the Korean area. 
This is particularly desired during winter months. 

It is highly recommended that all enlisted personnel in the Air Group be 
thoroughly indoctrinated and trained in shipboard safety precautions and orders 
before embarking on the ship. This applies particularly to plane captains, 
trouble shooters, and ordnancemen. All plane captains should be sent to fire 
fighting school. 

AIRCRAFT HANDLING j While operating in the Korean area, a total of 7,001 
sorties were flown. About 3 weeks were required to shakedown the handling 
crews and get accustomed to the type operations being conducted in this area, 
after which time, most of the spotting and respotting was routine. A notice- 
able decrease in hangar deck and flight deck handling accidents was apparent as 
the time progressed. Flight quarters averaged about l£ hours daily, however, 
approximately one third of the plane handling crews averaged 18 hours on duty. 
The crews were rotated regularly and, as a whole, the health and morale remained 
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very high, handling the F9F type aircraft presented a problem because of the 
ease with which it can be tipped over when turned broadside to a strong wind. 
In order to reduce the wind pressure on the wing area* tail tow bars were used 
when practicable. Prior to securing from flight quarters daily, hurricane cables 
were placed on all aircraft on the flight deck* as additional security of the 
planes was warranted by the frequent high increase in winds without warning i 
Material shortages were few during this operational period because adequate 
preparations were made prior to departure from CONUS. Accordingly, it is 
strongly recommended that all carriers anticipating a tour in the Korean area 
make a special effort to obtain over-allowances on chocks, two bars, tie-downs, 
reels, and hurricane cables. 

ARRESTING GEAR j Nurtoer of arrested landings! 6,981*. Conventional barrier 
engagements! 7* Jet barrier engagements: 20. Complete barricade engagements! 
7» Pendants used; short! $1; longs! 10. Yielding elements replaced? 77« 

Installation of a small jet blast deflector aft of number two elevator 
provides protection to the barricade and barrier operator by dispersing the 
blast of aircraft being taxied onto the elevator during recoveries. The 
deflector is a fixed installation, set back far enough not to interfere with 
operations and deflecting the blast over and around personnel in the port 
catwalk stations. 

During cold weather operations, water c condensation in the arresting gear 
air supply lines caused these lines to freeze. Although frequent draining 
was accomplished, this condition was best remedied by lagging the lines with 
asbestos cloth. 

CATAPULTSt During this Korean cruise, a total of U,llU shots were fired 
from both catapults as follows! 



MAINTENANCE! One of the first problems of the maintenance division was 
the stowage of equipment and materials that accumulated on the hangar deck. 
It became immediately apparent that to provide anple working and aircraft 
parking space, only essential items could be accommodated on the hangar deck, 
particularly in hangar bay three. Section "G" allowance list items were 
closely reviewed and all excess items off-loaded at the first opportunity. 
In this connecticn, it would be desirable to off-load any allowed equipment 
which is not used; i.e., engine overhaul stands. QEC "L" stands for re- 
ciprocating engines also consume much space and are bulky to handle. Since 
their use is necessary, only the upright portions of the stands were used and 
these were welded to the bulkhead. This installation saved considerable space. 



Port Catapult 



Starboard, Catapult 



No loads lU 
Conventional aircraft 229 
Jet aircraft 1798 



No loads 11 
Conventional aircraft 193 
Jet aircraf t 1869 
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Other savings of space were made by hanging occasionally used items, such as 
snow plows and brooms and Herman-Nelson heaters, in tte open areas under the 
flight deck suspended from beam clamps attached to the underside of the flight 
deck* 

Equally important is the requirement for suitable facilities for the ac- 
complishment of maintenance work* Work stands are essential and it was fouq& 
that rearming stands are not oily suitable but more desirable because of their 
sturdier construction and ease of collapsable stowage when not in use* A 3 
tier tool box rack was installed between the stanchions on the pert side of 
nuirber three elevator which conserved space and added to the neatness of the 
hangar deck for stowing the many squadron 1 s tool boxes* The work bench in the 
center of the Accessory Shop was removed, cut in half, and tacked to the deck 
in the after portion of hangar bay three to facilitate work on engine build-up 
and engine changes • A squadron work bench area installed on the port side be- 
low and aft of the squadron tool cages adjacent to number three elevator pro- 
vides a useful and convenient area for many repair jcbs. 

A positive system for determining the status of aircraft was necessary for 
efficient operation. Tight flight schedules and movements of aircraft from 
the flight to hangar deck for maintenance work made such a system a must. 
A maintenance status board was mounted in hangar bay two to provide a ready 
source of information. This board is also used as the reporting center for 
changes in status of all aircraft. The board and "maintenance talker" in 
flight deck control, manned by Air Group personnel, are the basis of the 
system* 

In order to provide adequate Aviation Electronics maintenance facilities for 
all squadrons of the Air Group, personnel were pooled and assigned to shop 
maintenance of specific installations* This method made best use of well qual- 
ified men and permitted maintenance work to run smoothly* 

The following items have been manufactured from ideas of the maintenance 
division personnel or from similar devices of other ships and have proven 
successful and useful in saving time and manpower* 

A portable work stand which attaches easily to the fingers of a con- 
vcntional fork lift truck and it is used extensively for painting, changing 
light bulbs or other high work on the hangar deck. 

Beam clamps to hold chain falls or block and tackle for wings, pro- 
peller and engine changes throughout the hangar deek* 

An ARJ plug-in on the LeTourneau crash crane for cold weather starting 

boosts* 

A hydraulic tire bead breaking machine with adapters to fit all wheels. 
This machine has been valuable due to the high usage of F9F tires. 
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A fork lift truck crane adapter that is useful for engine, propeller 
and wing installation or removal as well as many other weight lifting tasks* 

An oxygen servicing hose reel cart that facilities movement and 
handling of necessary 200 feet of oxygen hose on the flight and hangar decks* 

A two bar hitch for plane handling tractors that speeds removal or 
attachment of the tow bar especially *ihen under tension* 

A hangar deck rust remover and polisher made from a number of long 
tine wire brushes attached to a weighted pallet and towed by a tractor. 

GASOLINE; Gasoline and aviation lube oil expenditures; 28 October 1952 
to 21 April 1953s 

Gasoline (gallons) Aviation Lube Oil (gallons) 

3,781,100 2U,265 

This ship uses the six inch quick disconnect Robb coupling for refueling 
at sea. Cooperation of fleet tankers in sending the proper coupling hose fit- 
ting has reduced hook-up time to an average of h minutes, however, this time 
could be reduced to a matter of seconds if the male part of the Robb coupling 
could be sent over with the first hose. The main difficulty in hooking up in 
rough seas is holding the flange end of the tanker 1 s hose steady enough to re- 
move the blank flange and attach the mal* fitting. 

AVIATION ORDNANCE t The MK-1 bonto skid requires continued inspection and 
repair to the "V" center brace which prevents the bomb from slipping forward 
and aft while it is being hauled. A skid similar to the MK-1 but with larger 
wheels and grooved edge tires for rolling, bombs over barriers and arresting 
gear cables would be an improvement over the present MK-1. 

Elevator stoppage and over-travel were encountered due to old and faulty 
General Electric controllers. The relays stuck causing the main high speed 
contact points to arc and weld closed. This causes over- travel resulting 
in the stoppage of the elevator. These controllers have been overhauled but 
new equipment should be installed. At present, no spare contact points are 
available. It is recommended that an adequate supply of these contact points 
be carried by all ships during a cruise using this type of control box. 

At present, this ship has one bomb disposal ramp. In an emergency, this 
would not be adequate. It is recommended that 2 more be installed, one aftof 
the island on either port or starboard side, and one made with wooden rollers, 
aft on the part side to dispose of napalm tanks. 
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PART VII 
GUNNERY DEPARTMENT 



REFUELING AT bEA: -This ship refueled from oilers 25 times, receiving 
a total of 9,3UU,336 gallons of fuel oil* During 25 of these refuelings > f 781,000 
gallons of aviation gasoline wa^ received. 

REARMING AT SEA* During the 26 rearming operations effected, a total of 
.5*^7 tons of sumunition were received at an overall average rate of 96 tons 
per hour* The largest single rearmament consisted of 377 tens received from 
the U.b.b. PARICUTTN (AE-18) on 2ii January 1953 at 103 tons per hour. The 
best rate was achieved on 30 January 1953 when 328 tons were received from the 
same ship at li;8.8 tons per hour* The U*o.b. RAINIER (AE-5) gave the best 
service, averaging 119 tons per hour for two rearmings. Four rearmings from the 
U.S.S. VIRGO (AKA-20), three from the U.S.S. FIREDRAKE (AE-lU) and two from the 
U.3.S. MT BAKER (AE-ii) averaged between 103 and 110 tons per hour. It is 
believed that these rearming ships are primarily responsible for this highly 
satisfactory performance because of the two following results of their well- 
planned deck spots. 

(1) The type of load being handled at a particular station was changed 
as little as possible, permitting the receiving crews to establish and perfect 
the most expeditious routine for clearing the loading stations* 

(2) The quarter deck loading station was in use during the full period 
of rearming, permitting nearly one third of the total load to be handled here. 

Total ammunition receipts. 

Ship's ammunition 

5 ,! /38 projectiles 676 
5 n /38 powder 376 
3 H /50 cartridges 939 



Aircraft ammunition 



2000 lb GP borribs 371 

10001b GP bombs l,9ii7 

500 lb GP bombs 3,00k 

250 lb GP bombs 13,10-6 

100 lb GP bombs 2,780 

1000 lb SAP bombs Ik 

500 lb SAP bombs U5 

350 lb AD bombs 115 

220/260 frag bombs 5,232 

500 lb frag clusters 25 

Borrib fuzes 53,993 

Bomb boosters & dets 17,531 



3"5 rocket heads (solid) i|68 

3"5 rocket heads (smoke) 50 

3 U 25 rocket motors U2U 

5"0 rocket heads (ATAR) 1,565 

5".0 rocket motors 1,025 

Rocket fuzes 2,085 

20mm a/c ammo UU7,225 

.50 cal a/c ammo 320,57ii 

Napalm (gallons) 1,300 

Napalm igniters & fuzes 679 

Pyro tec hnic s 2 , 377 

Arming wires 57,895 
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The electric-hydraulic winches installed at replenishment stations 1 and 3 
suffered several breakdowns which were repaired by ship's force. The break- 
downs occasioned during tlie early periods on the line were primarily attri- 
butable to non use of the Winches and the non availability of manufacturers 
spare parts. All replacement items to place winches back in service were fab- 
ricated on board* 

The other objectionable features of the winches was their slow speed and 
limited weight lifting capacity* These deficiencies were discussed in prior 
action reports and it is understood that a corrective study is currently being 
made by BUffllPS. 

PROVISIONING AND PROCUREMENT OF AVIATION STORES AT SEA j The ship provisioned 
11 times and a total of 935 tons of food and 66 tons of aviation stares were 
received* The best houriy rate was 91 tons from the U.b.S. aLUDRA UF-55) 
on 15 March 1953. 

REFUELING DD's AT SEAs This ship refueled 16 destroyers discharging 88i#2£t 
gallons of fuel oil. Numerous transfers of freight, personnel and mail were 
conducted* 

PART VIII 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

1* Damage Summary 

During operating periods coursed by Action Reports numbers I-V (28 October 
1952 - 22 April 1953) the U.S. 6.. ORIoKANY sustained the following damage to 
hull structure and engineering machinery: 

a* Major Damage 

Damage to #3 elevator platform and auxiliary elevator platform involving 
destruction of two longitudinal deck girders and approximately U6 square feet 
of deck plate, twisting and bending of intermediate transverse girders and 
secondary damage to surrounding area, caused by explosion of 250 lb. general 
purpose bomb. 

b* Minor Damage 

(l) Damage to hull structure and external units consisting of cracks 
in structural plating and minor damage to ready service lockers, protective 
clothing lockers, gun director 31> mounts 31 and 37, boat boom storage cradle 
caused by storm and heavy seas. Six 3"/50 ready service lockers torn loose and 
lost overboard and the port side gasoline filling platform deflected due to 
stcrm and heavy seas. 
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(2) Approximately 3500 linear feet of flight deck planking damaged due 
to routine aircraft landings and 360 linear feet destroyed by bomb explosion* 

(3) Superficial damage caused to number two squadron locker by class 
"A" fire* 

(h) Two boiler casualties occurred during subject period as follows* 

(a) Plastic fire clay dislodged in superheater side of #6 boiler 
due to maloperation of soot blower* 

(b) Rupture of superheater tube in #7 boiler due to possible cor- 
rosive condition of boiler tubes* 

2. Summary of Recommendations 

a* None. 

3« Steaming and Fueling Data Summary 

The following are statistics pertaining to operating periods covered by 
Action Reports I-V (28 October 1952 - 22 April 1953). 

Days underway - 1UU»6 (3>U70»9 hours). 
Engine miles steamed - 50,362.1. 
Fuel oil consumed - 8,U*7>563 gallons. 

Fuel oil delivered (l6 DD's) - 88U,26l gallons at an average rate of 
130,050 gallons per hour. 

Fuel oil received (25 tankers) - 9,3^4,336 gallons at an average rate 
of 175,925 gallons per hour 

Fresh water distilled (feed and potable) - 11,266,325 gallons. 
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